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*$8,990 Mir's. sugg. retail pricing, excluding tax, title, dealer prep and transportation. **Protection Plan: 2-year u nlimited-mileage, limited warranty on entire car, excep 
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$ ss te 0; the GTI delivers a combination of tal ents 
the ists nowhere else in the marketplace.” 

“re proud of the award-winning GTi. ~V “dg 
equi all ly iy eroud of the new Golf and Jetta, and the 
est c of our 1985 line up: the Quantum socicah< and 
wagon, Scirocco, Cabriolet, Vanagon and Van« agon 
car nper. SO proud, we back them all with our new 
2-y year Unlimited-mileage Protection Plan-** 

Thank you Motor Trend. But talent, good look 
and humility do run in our family. 


«V) It's not a car 
The new GTLNYY It’s a Volkswagen. 





ires; 3-year unlimited-mileage, limited warranty on corrosion perforation. See U.S. dealer for details. Seatbelts save lives.| For details call 1-800-85-VOLKS. 
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Here's a great way for youngsters to 
have football fun—join the NFL Super- 
Pro Club, the NFL's special fan club for 
kids. For only $7.50 they get all these 
NFL items: 


» Official NFL SuperPro Club Newsletters 
» NFL Division Standings Board 

» 1985/86 Team Calendar 

> NFL Team Decal 

» The NFL Fun Book 


» Official Membership Card customized with 
your favorite team's logo 


» Official Membership Certificate signed by NFL 
Commissioner Pete Rozelle 


It's easy for youngsters to get on the NFL SuperPro 
Club roster. Just fill out the coupon below and send 
it with a check or money order for $7.50" (includes 
postage and handling: no cash please) to: 


NFL SuperPro Club, 
P.O. Box 8888, Trenton, NJ 08650. 


Name — = 
Age — 


CO 


City State Zip. 


Telepnone 





Favorite NFL tearm 
* Foreign memberships are $15 


Membership kits will be mailed beginning September 1, 1985 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
e 1985 NFL Properties. Inc. All rights reserved a6 
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The 66th Year 


THE RECORD-BREAKING 1984 SEASON DIDN'T 
END THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE, IT JUST 
ESTABLISHED NEW GOALS 


NFL seasons often seem to have themes that 
set them apart from others. For instance, 
1946 marked the NFL°s—and professional 
sports’ —first successful expansion into the 
West, with the relocation of the Cleveland 
Rams to Los Angeles. Twenty years later, 
the 1966 season culminated in the first 
Super Bowl and peace on the pro football 
front, where before war had existed between 
the AFL and NFL. The 1970 season is remem- 
bered because of the completion of the AFL- 
NFL merger and the introduction of the cur- 
rent divisional alignment. 

Recent years seem to have followed the 
same pattern. Who doesn't remember 1982 
as the strike year? In 1983, talk of the addi- 
tion of the one-back offense dominated the 
pro football season. And 1984 unquestiona- 
bly was The Year of the Records. 

And 1985? Unlike last year, when the 
most-discussed preseason topic was whether 
Franco Harris or Walter Payton would be 
first to break Jim Brown's career rushing 
record, there is no obvious unifying theme 
as the NFL prepares for its sixty-sixth sea- 
son. But no one would be too surprised if 
records continued to fall. Recent offensive 
trends indicate that any year, perhaps every 
year, significant records can and will fall, 

In future years, NFL teams no longer will 
aim at surpassing the 17 victories the Miami 
Dolphins recorded in 1972. San Francisco 
established two records in 1984—15 regu- 
lar-season victories and 18 including playoffs 
—that now must be the team goal, although 
the perfect season still is a constant quest. 

Likewise, 2.003 no longer is the biggest 
space odyssey for NFL runners. The new 
figure is 2,105, the total achieved by Eric 
Dickerson of the Los Angeles Rams. And 


The 1984 season will be remembered 
for its record-setting performances, but it 
also had a number of plays that were 
memorable, if nothing else. In Week 14, 
the Bengals had the ball on the Browns’ 
1-yard line with one second to play. Cin- 
cinnati's AFC Pro Bowl tackle Anthony 
Munoz (78) lined up in the normal tight 
end spot on the right side of the line and 
cut in front of Cleveland's Chris Rockins 
(37) to catch a touchdown pass from 
rookie quarterback Boomer Esiason. The 
successful tackle-eligible play sent the 
game into overtime, and the Bengals 
won 20-17 on Jim Breech’s 35-yard field 
goal at 4:34 of the extra period. 


AN OVERVIEW OF THE NFL 
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Miami Dolphins 

New England Patnots 


New York Jets 
Indianapolis Colts 
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Denver Broncos 

Seattle Seahawks 

Los Angeles Raiders 17 
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San Diego Chargers 7 
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Washington Redskins 11 
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12.3)2 alse has lost its historical importance. 
Chicago's Walter Payton has elevated that 
career-rushing number to 13,309. and will 
wugment it throughout the 1985 season. 

The people on whom Payton ultimately ts 
making if toughest aren’( the former record 
holders or the current linebackers, but hts 
running-back peers in the NFL. They don’t 
know what career yardage figure they‘ 
eventually have go after. Payton’s competi- 
lion has to overachieve just to stay even with 
him; tin 1984, Payton finished second in the 
NFL in rushing with |.684 yards. 

‘What he’s going to do." says Tony Dor- 
sett of Dallas, whom many believe has the 
best chance of surpassing Payton’s record. 
‘is pul the career record so far out there, 
that yours truly won't have a chance, 

That's quite a statement. because Dorsett 
has gained 9,525 yards in eight seasons, 

Dorsett finds himself in the same position 
as Seattle's Steve Largent. Largent hopes to 
possess a number of NFL receiving records 
eventually. He is the tenth-leading receiver 
of all time. but Charlie Joiner. the man he ts 
pursuing (and currently trails by 112 recep- 
tions) sull is catching passes from Dan Fouts 
in San Diego, 

Largent also has a shot at Harold Carmi- 
chacl’s NFL consecutive-game receiving 
record. If Lurgent catches passes in all 16 
games this year. he still will be four games 
short of Carmichael’s record of 127 consecu- 
tive games. 

Some single-season records seem relative- 
ly safe. Although Dan Marino’s 3.084 pass- 
ing yards could be surpassed by Fouts, Neil 
Lomax of St. Louts. a healthy Bill Kenney 
in Kansas City—or Marino himself—no 
one figures to get near Marino's 48 touch- 
down passes. 

Can Marino improve his 1984 figures? Im- 
possible? How many thought Marino could 
be better than he was as a rookie in 1983, 
when he led the AFC in passing with a 96,0 
rating, While throwing 20 touchdowns and 
only six interceptions? But in 1984 he had a 
lO8.9 rating, those remarkable 48 touch- 
down passes, and only I7 interceptions. 
Could he throw 65 touchdown passes this 
year? Could he—or anyone—actually 
throw four touchdown passes per game’ 
Well. Jim McMahon did tt at Brigham 
Young in 1980, And he plays in the same 
backfield with Payton, and on the same 
team as the NFL's best defense. Say, you 
don't think it could be the year of. , .. 





EASTERN DIVISIO 


he question in the APC Eastern Divi- 
sion is: Can anyone catch the Dol- 
phins? 

In 1984, Miami finished five games ahead 
of second-place New England, and the Dol- 
phins look as if they could be just as strong 
in 1985. So to have a shot at the playoffs 
this yei ith the overall 
strength exhibited in the AFC West—the 
other Eastern Division teams are going to 
have to.improve dramatically, At least a cou- 
ple of them. however. appear to have the 
manpower to do it. 

Miami had the most explosive offense in 
NFL history in 1984, Dan Marino set NFL 
records for completions (362). yards 
(5,084), and touchdowns (48). His receiv- 
ers’ numbers were just as impressive. Mark 
Clayton caught 73 passes for 1.389 yards 
and an NFL record 18 touchdowns. Mark 
Duper caught 7! for 1.306 yards. Nat Moore 
had 43 catches. the three tight ends—Dan 
Johnson, Joe Rose, and Bruce Hardy—to- 
taled 74, and running back Tony Nathan 61. 

Despite throwing more passes than any 
quarterback, Marino was sacked only 13 
times in the regular season. His line returns 
intact, led by Pro Bow! center Dwight Steph- 
enson. The guards are Ed Newman and Roy 
Foster: Eric Laakso, Jon Giesler, and Cleve- 
land Green each started at tackle. 

Even if Marino's production falls short of 
that of 1984, the Dolphins could make up 
for it with an improved running attack. The 
big addition will be fullback Andra Frank- 
lin, who missed most of 1984 with a broken 
ankle. Pete Johnson and young Joe Carter 
should fit in better after a year in Miami. 
Last year’s starters also return: leading 
rusher Woody Bennett (606 yards) and the 
versatile Nathan, 

Miami's defense has more potential than 
it showed in 1984, and head coach Don 
Shula is hoping that each unit can improve 
in 1985. On the line, end Doug Betters (14 
sacks In 1984) and nose tackle Bob Baum- 
hower each have been Pro Bow! selections 
in the past. End Kim Bokamper also ts effec- 
tive if he can avoid the injuries that slowed 
him a year ago. 

At linebacker. Bob Brudzinski and Charles 
Bowser started at the end of 1984 on the out- 
side. with leading tackler Mark Brown and 
rookie Jay Brophy on the inside. But the 
Dolphins also have former starters A.J. 
Duhe and Earnie Rhone. 

The Dolphins’ secondary is sound, but 
not spectacular. Cornerbacks are Don Me- 
Neal and William Judson, and the safeties 
are brothers Glenn and Lyle Blackwood, 

Reggie Roby, who averaged 44,7 yards 
last year, may be the best punter in the NFL. 
Kicker Uwe von Schamann is hoping to 
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New England's Tony Eason and Craig James. 


return to form after an off year in 1984. 

New England has had the potential to 
make the playoffs for a number of years. 
and, with a coach for whom the players 
want to play (Raymond Berry), this might 
be the year the Patriots finally do, 

Berry has the makings of one of the 
NFL’s best offenses. led by Tony Eason, 
who finished second in the AFC in passing 
after taking over in the third week. Eason 
threw for 3,228 yards, 23 touchdowns, and 
only eight interceptions. 

Eason has a corps of outstanding receiv- 
ers, starting with tight end Derrick Ramsey. 
who led the Patriots with 66 receptions. The 
wide receivers are the immensely talented 
Stanley Morgan, Irving Fryar (last year’s 
top draft choice), and Stephen Starring. 

Running back might be the Patriots’ 
strongest position. First-year man Craig 
James came on late last year to finish with 
790 yards and a 4.9-yard average. Fullback 
Mosi Tatupu gained 353 yards, and former 
|.000-vard man Tony Collins added 550. 





Robert Weathers has all the qualities except 
experience to be an NFL star. 

The Patriots’ offensive line has three 
young standouts and two old standouts, 
The youngsters are guard Ron Wooten and 
tackles Darryl Haley and Brian Holloway. 
The old-timers are Pro Bow! guard John Han- 
nuh and center Pete Brock, 

Unlike its offensive counterpart, New Eng- 
land's defensive line isn’t stable. End Ken- 
neth Sims had a good yeur in 1984, but the 
other players are injury-plagued Lester Wil- 
liams, smallish Dennis Owens and Toby 
Williams. and aging Julius Adams. 

A year ago, the Patriots were touting Clay- 
ton Weishuhn as the NFL's next great line- 
backer. He missed most of 1984 with a knee 
injury, and Andre Tippett came on to make 
[85 sacks, earn a Pro Bow! bid, and perhaps 
establish himself as the NFL’s next great 
linebacker. Tippett will be joined by Steve 
Nelson (another Pro Bowl selection), and 
some combination of Don Blackmon, Larry 
McGrew, Johnny Rembert. and Weishuhn, 
all of whom are quality players, 

The Patriots desperately need a corner- 
back to play opposite Raymond Clayborn, 
who ts one of the best in the sport. They are 
hoping it will be Rod McSwain. who was 
obtained from Atlanta. The strong safety ts 
Roland James. Ricky Sanford and Fred Ma- 
rion share free safety. 

The New York Jets have a question mark 
at the team’s most important position. Both 
Pat Ryan and Ken O'Brien started at quarter- 
back last year. with Ryan throwing for 
1.939 yards before being injured, and 
O’Brien 1,402 yards after taking over. Head 
coach Joe Walton thinks the starter will not 
be determined until the preseason. 

Regardless of who the quarterback is. the 
top receivers should be the same as last 
year. Tight end Mickey Shuler led the club 
with 68 receptions. The outside men, Wes- 
ley Walker and Johnny (Lam) Jones. both 
are dangerous sprinters. 

The strength of the Jets. however, is a run- 
ning game featuring Freeman McNeil. Al- 
though injured late in the season, McNeil set 
a team record with 1,070 yards in 1984, 
while getting a lot of help from Johnny Hec- 
tor (531 yards). The offensive line also Is 
better suited to the running game. Tackle 
Marvin Powell and center Joe Fields are the 
most consistent players on the line. 

The big news defensively for the Jets is a 
switch to a 3-4, Pro Bowl end Mark Gasti- 
neau should be just as effective in the new 
setup, where he should line up opposite last 
year’s first-round choice. Ron Faurot. The 


lf Dan Marino has another year like 1984, the 
Delphins will be hard to catch. 





ee ee ee 


cc MEL 


pee = an ?, 


# al 
wets —&, 
b + 


ee ~~ 


i: 


\Jix days a week Willie Harris mows 
the Orange Bowl. Waters it. Weeds it. 
Fertilizes it. Trims it. And lines it.So on 
Sunday 40 Miami Dolphins can mess it up. 
So he received a bottle of VO. 
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nose tackle will be powerful Joe Klecko. 
Marty Lyons and Barry Bennett will become 
designated pass rushers. 

The Jets’ linebacking is unsettled with the 
switch, but Bob Crable, Lance Mehl, Kyle 
Clifton, Greg Buttle, and John Woodring all 
should be fighting for starting positions. 

New York’s secondary was decimated by 
injuries in 1984, but that leaves the Jets with 
a lot of experienced players this year. The 
cornerbacks likely will be Bobby Jackson 
and Russell Carter. the safeties Darrol Ray 
and Ken Schroy. Johnny Lynn and Harry 
Hamilton also are in the picture. 

The star of the Jets’ special teams last 
year was Bobby Humphery. The Jets are hop- 
ing Humphery can repeat his NFL-leading 
30.7-yard kickoff-return average. 





Mickey Shuler is the Jets’ top receiver. 


Indianapolis has a new coach and a new 
look. Rod Dowhower, who comes with a rep- 
utation as a master of the passing game, will 
attempt to upgrade the Colts’ offense, which 
ranked last in the NFL in passing, total of- 
fense, and scoring in 1984. 

Dowhower's first task will be to choose 
between quarterbacks Mike Pagel and Art 
Schlichter, who shared the starting job last 
year. Neither was overwhelmingly impres- 
sive in 1984, but if one of them can do the 
Job, he will have an outstanding receiver in 
Ray Butler. Butler fought injuries and a 
weak passing game to catch 43 passes for 
664 yards and six touchdowns in 1984, The 
other top receivers are Tracy Porter and tight 
end Tim Sherwin. 

Dowhower favors a lot of passing to his 
backs, which is good news for Randy Mc- 
Millan and Curtis Dickey. Both have shown 
the ability to catch short and long passes, 
and both can be powerful runners if they can 
avoid the injuries that last year held McMil- 
lan to 705 yards and Dickey to 523. 

Perhaps the best news for Dowhower is 
that guard Chris Hinton will be back after 
missing much of 1984. Hinton had been se- 
lected to the Pro Bowl the year before as a 
rookie. The Colts’ line also has center Ray 
Donaldson and guard Ron Solt, a starter as a 
rookie, 

The Colts have a young and potentially 
lethal defense. The line includes ends Blaise 
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Winters and Donnell Thompson and nose 
tackle Leo Wisniewski, who made 7'4 
sacks, a high number for his position. 

The two most consistent linebackers are 


the top two tacklers, Barry Krauss and Cliff 


Odom. But the two with the most potential 
are Johnie Cooks, who had 11% sacks, and 
Vernon Maxwell. 
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The Colts’ cornerbacks are young but 
very effective. Eugene Daniel started as a 
rookie last year and had six interceptions, 
ind Preston Davis started the final eight 
games in his first year. The leader of the de- 
fense Is six-year veteran free safety Nesby 
Glasgow. 

One area Dowhower doesn't have to 
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Buffalo not only had the first pick in the 
draft, it also had the fourteenth. Defensive 
end Bruce Smith, the top selection, won the 
Outland Trophy as college football's best 
lineman in 1984. He has tremendous nat- 
ural ability. Cornerback Derrick Burroughs, 
the Bills’ other first-rounder, also could step 
in as a Starter; the Memphis State product 
was rated the best man-on-man defender 
in the draft. In the second round, the Bills 
chose Nebraska All-America center, Mark 
Traynowicz, whom they project as a tackle, 
and Chris Burkett of Jackson State, a wide 
receiver with talent—and the potential to 
get better. The Bills also took the second 
quarterback in the draft, Frank Reich of 
Maryland, and, in the eighth round, Jacque 
Robinson of Washington, a power back 
who could be a star if he can be motivated. 

Despite a passing offense that ranked 
last in the NFL in 1984, Indianapolis went 
mainly with defense in the draft. Outside 
linebacker Duane Bickett of USC has a 
good feel for pass coverage and also is oul- 
standing against the run, having spent part 
of his career on the defensive line. Corner- 
back Don Anderson is a sprinter on Pur- 
due's track team and has all the physical 
tools to be an immediate starter if he can 
develop some consistency. Anthony Young 
of Temple is small for a safety (5-11, 185), 
but he is a ferocious hitter with a lot of de- 
sire and also can return punts. 

The speed in which the New York Jets 
took Al Toon of Wisconsin on the first 
round indicated that he was the player they 
wanted all along. Toon, an All-America tri- 
ple jumper, has unlimited potential. He 
should be an immediate starter. The Jets ob- 
viously had their minds on the passing 
game. After Toon, they took three other 
wide receivers and four defensive backs. 
Doug Allen of Arizona State is an acrobatic 
receiver who can make the big play. Corner- 
back Donnie Elder of Memphis State is 
small (5-82, 175), but extremely quick, 
and Lester Lyles of Virginia is a hard hitter 
who could be an outstanding strong safety. 

Miami might have found the running 
back it wanted to complement Dan Marino. 
Lorenzo Hampton of Florida didn't get as 
much national attention as some backs be- 
cause he shared time with juniors John L. 
Williams and Neil Anderson. But the power- 
ful runner with great hands was incredibly 
productive. After Hampton, the Dolphins 
went with defense. George Little of lowa 
can play either end or tackle. Outside line- 
backer Alex Moyer was a four-year starter 
at Northwestern who specialized in rushing 
the passer. Cornerback Mike Smith of Tex- 
as-E| Paso is undisciplined but talented. 

New England's coaches felt the Patriots’ 
glaring weakness was at center, and they 
tried to remedy that by taking Trevor Matich 
of Brigham Young on the last pick of the 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


first round. Matich is old for a rookie (24) 
but has good pass-blocking experience. 
New England used its four picks in rounds 
two and three to take two defensive ends 
and two defensive backs. Garin Veris 
played both outside linebacker and end at 
Stanford. Ben Thomas was a defensive 
tackle at Auburn, but the Patriots project 
him at end, Safeties Jim Bowman of Cen- 
tral Michigan and Audrey McMillian of Hous- 
ton both could contribute immediately. 


1985 Draft Choices 
BUFFALO 
Round Player Position College 
1. Bruce Smith DE Virginia Tech 
1. Derick Burroughs DB Memphis State 
2. Mark Traynowicz T Nebraska 
2. Chris Burkett WR Jackson State 
a. Frank Reich OB Maryland 
3. Hal Garner LB Ulah State 
4. Andre Reed WR Kulztown State 
4, Dale Hellestrae T oMU 
5. Jimmy Teal WR Texas A&M 
6. Mike Hamby DT Utah State 
7. Ron Pitts DB UCLA 
8. Jacque Robinson AB Washington 
9. Glenn Jones DB Norfolk State 
10. Chris Babyar G iHinais 
11. James Seawright LB South Carolina 
12. Paul Woodside K West Virginia 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Round Player Position College 
i Duane Bickett LB USC 
2 Don Anderson DB Purdue 
3 Anthony Young DB Temple 
4 Wille Broughton DE Miami 
5 Roger Caron T Harvard 
7. James Harbour WR Mississippi 
8. Ricky Nichols WR East Carolina 
a Mark Boyer TE USC 
10 Andre Pinesett DT Cal State-Fullerton 
12 Dave Burnette T Central Arkansas 
NEW YORK JETS 
Round Player Position College 
1, Al Toon WR Wisconsin 
Z, Lester Lyles DB Virginia 
3. Donnie Elder DB Memphis State 
4. Doug Allan WR Arizona State 
5, Troy Benson LB Pitisburgh 
5. Brian Luft OT USC 
5. Tony Smith WR San Jose Stale 
6. Jeff Deaton G Stanford 
6, Rich Miano DB Hawaii 
A. Matt Monger LB Oklahoma State 
9, Mike Waters AB San Diego State 
10. Kerry Glenn DB Minnesota 
11, Brad White DE Texas Tech 
12. Bill Wallace WR Pittsburgh 
MIAMI 
Round Player Position College 
1. Loranzo Hampion RB Florida 
3. George Little DT lowa 
3, Alex Moyer LB Northwestern 
4. Mike Smith DB Texas-El Paso 
4. Jel Dellanbach T Wisconsin 
6. GeorgeShorthose WR Missouri 
6. Rion Davenport RB Louisville 
T. Fuad Reveiz K Tennessee 
8. Dan Sharp TE Texas Christian 
9. Adam Hinds DB Oklahoma State 
10. Mike Pendleton DB Indiana 
11. Mike Jones RB Tulane 
12. Ray Noble De California 
NEW ENGLAND 
Round Player Position College 
4, Trevor Matich C Brigham Young 
2. Garin Veris DE Stanlord 
2, Jim Bowman DB Central Michigan 
2. Ben Thomas DE Auburn 
3. Audrey MeMillian DB Houston 
4. Tom Toth T Western Michigan 
4. Gerard Phelan WR Boston College 
8. Milford Hodge DT Washington State 
17. Paul Lewis RB Boston University 
12. Tony Mumford Re Pann State 





worry about is kicking. Rohn Stark aver- 
aged 44.7 yards per punt, and Raul Allegre 
missed only two field-goal attempts under 
50 yards, 

Buffalo had the poorest record in the NFL 
In 1984. which gave the Bills the first pick 
in the NFL draft. They went right to a weak 
point—the defensive line —and picked Vir- 
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Greg Bell leads the Bills : offense. 


ner. Head coach Kay Stephenson projects 
Smith as an end: if Smith plays up to his abil- 
ity, he could stabilize the Bills’ defensive 
front. The other two linemen on the Bills’ 
three-man front, end Ben Williams and nose 
tackle Fred Smerlas. are former Pro Bowlers 
who still have a lot of ability. 

The Bills’ linebacking is set in three of 
the four positions. On the inside are seven- 
year veteran Jim Haslett and Eugene Marve. 
Lightning-quick Darryl Talley is on the 
right. but the outside left position is open. 

The secondary appears to be a defensive 
liability. Charles Romes will start at one cor- 
nerback position, and the strong safety 
should be Steve Freeman. 

The Bills were not satisfied with any of 
their quarterbacks—Joe Ferguson, Joe Du- 
fek. and Matt Kofler—tlast year. Ferguson, 
the starter most of his 12 years, was traded 
to Detroit and Dufek, a Yale graduate, may 
get the starting nod, 

The Bills don’t have an intimidating set of 
receivers. Byron Franklin had 69 receptions 
last year, but he is strictly a possession-type, 
as is ight end Tony Hunter, Mitchell Brook- 
Ins. Who caught 18 passes as a rookie, could 
be a deep threat. as could the often-injured 
Jerry Butler if he can stay healthy. 

Lacking an outstanding quarterback, the 
Bills will rely heavily on running back Greg 
Bell, As a rookie last year, Bell rushed for 
1,100 yards, was second on the team with 
34 receptions, and scored eight touchdowns. 
None of the other backs gained as many as 
200 yards. The best among them are Speedy 
Neal and Booker Moore. 

The offensive line needs work. not only 
on run blocking, but on pass protection, 
Guard Jim Ritcher and tackle Joe Devlin are 
the most consistent of the linemen and ap- 
pear to have the most job security. 











Now you can watch the Cowboys 
and the Indians. 
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CENTRAL DIVISION 


tion of what the AFC Central is going to 

be like in 1985, the rest of the league 
could be in trouble, The division that 
seemed like the league’s patsy for much of 
last year came on strong late in the season; 
all four teams had finishes that offered en- 
couragement for 1985, 

Pittsburgh won the division on the last 
day of the season, beating the defending 
Super Bow! champion Raiders, The Steelers 
then went to Denver, where they defeated 
the AFC West champion Broncos in an AFC 
Divisional Playoff Game. Meanwhile, Cin- 
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Cincinnati's Dave Rimington is one of the best young centers in the NFL. 


cinnati started slowly but finished 8-3 (in- 
cluding five victories in its last six games). 
The Bengals just missed catching the Steel- 
ers the last week of the season. Cleveland 
and Houston also had fast finishes. The 
The Browns started 2-9, then went 3-2, 
and the Oilers were 3-3 after opening 0-10, 

Although Pittsburgh closed on a high 
note, the Steelers’ season was one long 
roller-coaster ride. Two weeks before they 
beat the Raiders, they were upset by the 
Oilers. Earlier in the year, they handed 
Super Bow! XIX champion San Francisco 
its only loss of the season. One week after 
that, the Steelers lost to Indianapolis. 

One reason for the Jekyll-Hyde perform- 
ance was that coach Chuck Noll had a num- 
ber of new starters replacing long-time vet- 
erans. The most obvious change was at quar- 
terback, where first David Woodley, then 
Mark Malone, inherited Terry Bradshaw's 
old job. Malone ended the season strong, 
completing 54 percent of his passes for 
2,137 yards and 16 touchdowns. He also re- 
sembled Bradshaw in his running ability. 

Malone's top receivers were a mixture of 
the old and new. John Stallworth, an 
1? 


11-year veteran, had his best season, catch- 
ing 80 passes for 1,395 yards and 11 touch- 
downs. Opposite Stallworth, Louis Lipps 
earned rookie-of-the-year honors after mak- 
ing 45 receptions and finishing second in the 
AFC in punt returns. 

Frank Pollard stepped in for departed Fran- 
co Harris and ran for 851 yards. Walter 
Abercrombie added 610. Rookie Rich Eren- 
berg proved to be a valuable reserve. 

The Steelers’ offensive line was beset by 
injuries in 1984, but, when healthy. it ranks 
among the best in the NFL. Mike Webster 
still is one of the best centers in the game, 
and nght guard Terry Long (who might be 
the only person on the team as strong as Web- 
ster) earned a starting position as a rookie. 
The other starters should be guard Craig 
Wolfley and tackles Tunch Ilkin and Larry 
Brown, who was injured much of 1984. 

The strength of the Pittsburgh defense is 
one of the finest sets of linebackers in the 
NFL. On the outside, Mike Merriweather 
was selected to the Pro Bowl after recording 
I5 sacks, and steady Bryan Hinkle made 
three interceptions. Robin Cole was moved 
to the inside and responded with a Pro Bowl 





season himself. The other linebacker 1s long- 
time all-pro Jack Lambert, who missed most 
of 1984 with a toe injury. 

The Steelers’ defensive line is solid, if not 
spectacular. The ends are John Goodman 
and Edmund Nelson, and the nose tackle ts 
Gary Dunn. Keith Gary is the pass-rushing 
specialist. 

In the secondary, the leader is strong safe- 
ty Donnie Shell, the NFL's active intercep- 
tion leader, with 41. Free safety Eric Wil- 
liams intercepted John Elway’s pass to set 
up the winning score in the Steelers’ playoff 
victory over Denver. The cornerbacks are 
Dwayne Woodruff and young Sam Washing- 
ton, who was impressive in his first year as a 
replacement for Mel Blount. 

If the season comes down to the kicking 
game, the Steelers are in good shape. Gary 
Anderson has led the AFC in scoring in each 
of the last two seasons. and Craig Colquitt 
averaged 41.2 yards per punt in 1984. 

Cincinnati made a slow start while get- 
ting used to new head coach Sam Wyche, 
then the Bengals really took off. The key to 
their continued success is the health of 36- 
year-old quarterback Ken Anderson. An- 
derson has missed parts of the last two sea- 
sons, but he completed 64 percent of his 
passes when he was playing in 1984. Ander- 
son's back-ups are capable Turk Schonert 
and Boomer Esiason, the Bengals’ second- 
round draft pick in 1984. 

The biggest positive for the Bengals in the 
offseason was learning that Cris Collins- 
worth, who was supposed to jump to the 
USFL, will be playing in Cincinnati in 
1985. Collinsworth has caught 247 passes 
for 3,835 yards in four years and has been 
named to three Pro Bow! teams. The other 
wide receiver will be either Isaac Curtis, 
who ts the Bengals’ career receiving leader 
but whose production fell dramatically in 
[984, or the number-three man, Steve Krel- 
der. The tight end is M.L. Harris. 

The Bengals had hoped to establish more 
of an outside running game in 1984, but 
James Brooks disappointed after being ob- 
tained from San Diego for Pete Johnson. In- 
stead, Johnson's replacement, big (6-1, 
25()) Larry Kinnebrew led the team with 623 
yards and nine touchdowns. He will be 
joined in the backfield by either Brooks or 
second-year man Stanford Jennings. 

Pro Bowl tackle Anthony Munoz anchors 
a huge offensive line, which also includes 
tackle Mike Wilson, center Dave Riming- 
ton, and guards Max Montoya and Brian Bla- 
dos (who started as a rookie in 1984). 

The Bengals’ defense needs to regroup 


Mark Malone inspires comparisons to former 
Steelers quarterback Terry Bradshaw. 
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after falling from first in the league in 1983 


to thirteenth last year. The line consists of 


ends Eddie Edwards (who had nine sacks) 
and Ross Browner and alternating nose 
tackles Tim Krumrie and Jerry Boyarsky. 

The linebackers on the right—Glenn Cam- 
eron and Reggie Williams—have a lot of ex- 
perience, but that also means they are get- 
ting older. On the left, the situation is a little 
more unsettled, with the best candidates for 
Starting positions being Ron Simpkins on 
the inside and Jeff Schuh on the outside. 

The secondary is made up of four journey- 
men—Louis Breeden and Ray Horton at the 
corners and Robert Jackson and Bobby 
Kemp at safety. 

Kicking 1s a strong suit for the Bengals. 
Pat MclInally averaged 42.3 yards per punt 
in 1984, and Jim Breech scored 103 points 
while hitting on 22 of 26 ficld-goal attempts 
inside the 50. 

Cleveland’s strong point—its defense — 
came together in a big way in 1984, when 
the Browns led the AFC in total defense and 
passing defense. 

As a unit, the linebackers might be the 
best in the NFL. On the inside, Tom Cousi- 
neau led the team in tackles (151) for the 
third straight year, and Eddie Johnson was 
second (147). Outside, Clay Matthews was 
fourth in tackles, made 12 sacks, and deflect- 
ed seven passes; Chip Banks didn’t have the 
Statistics, but he might be the best of the 
bunch. 

The line got an important infusion of 
youth last year when Reggie Camp took 
over at end. He led the team with 14 sacks. 
The other end is Keith Baldwin, and the 
nose tackle is Bob Golic. 

The secondary is even younger. Rookie 
[ree safety Don Rogers proved to be one of 
the hardest hitters around, and Al Gross 
Started at strong safety in his second year. 
The cornerbacks are Frank Minnifield, who 
was outstanding in his first year in the NFL, 
and the *‘old man,”’ five-year veteran Han- 
ford Dixon. 

If the Browns’ offense had played as well 
as their defense last year. Sam Rutighano 
still would be head coach instead of Marty 
Schottenheimer, But the Browns seemed to 
stumble around when they got near the end 
zone. Paul McDonald threw for 3,472 vards 
last year, but only 14 touchdowns. The 
Browns traded 1986 draft choices to Detroit 
for quarterback Gary Danielson. 

Tight end Ozzie Newsome led the AFC 
with 89 catches and was the Browns’ only 
selection to the Pro Bowl. Wide receivers 
Brian Brennan, Ricky Feacher. and Willis 
Adams combined for only 78 catches, 

The running game was even less produc- 
tive, ranking twenty-first in the NFL. That 
hopefully will get a boost from the return of 
Mike Pruitt, who was limited to 506 yards 
by a knee injury. The other backs with poten- 
tial are Boyce Green, who led the team with 
6/3 yards; Earnest Byner, who averaged 5.9 
yards per carry for the year and gained 188 
yards against Houston; and Kevin Mack, 
who was a successful player in the USFL. 





Don Rogers—one of the NFL's hardest hitters. 
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The offensive line is perhaps the biggest 
area for concern on the team. Doug Dieken 
a 14-year fixture at left tackle. retired. and 
guards Joe DeLamielleure (13 years) and 
Robert Jackson (11) both are aging veterans, 
Mike Baab ts one of the best young centers 
in the NFL, and tackle Cody Risien is a qual- 
ity performer if he can return from last 
year’s injuries. 

The Browns have not one plucekicker. but 
two. Mutt Bahr connected on his last 12 
ficld goals to finish with 97 points. and 
steve Cox (who uveraged 43.4 yards per 
punt) is a long-distance specialist who 
kicked uw 60-yard field goal. second-longest 
In NEL history. 

The three gumes Houston won tn its lust 
six might not be many to some NFL teams. 
but it equaled the number the Oilers had 
won since 1982 (they were 3-32 in that 
time), The Oilers have the material to con- 
tinuc improving on that number—espcecial- 
ly on offense. 

That offense starts with quarterback War- 
ren Moon, who passed for 3.338 yards in his 
first year in the NFL. atter having come 
south from Canada. Moon improved almost 
weekly. and the Oilers are expecting a big 
yer from him in 198s. 

Moon's top receiver is Tim Smith, who 
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Houston had the twenty-seventh ranked de- 
fense in the NFL in 1984, so the Oilers 
went for defenders in a big way, drafting 
five in the first five rounds. Three of them ap- 
pear to have good chances to be immed- 
jate starters. Ray Childress is big enough 
(6-6, 270) to have played defensive tackle 
at Texas A&M, and, although he isnt a 
great pass rusher, he is dominant against 
the run. He is projected as a defensive end. 
Richard Byrd, who played defensive end at 
Southern Mississippi, is extremely quick; 
he showed his versatility by playing nose 
tackle in the East-West Shrine Game. The 
third starter could be cornerback Richard 
Johnson of Wisconsin, who was the first de- 
fensive back chosen. He has superior cov- 
erage skills, blazing speed, and a knack for 
blocking kicks. Tom Briehl of Stanford and 
Frank Bush of North Carolina State are line- 
backers who also could make names for 
themselves in Houston's defense. The Oil- 
ers also helped an already strong offensive 
line by selecting center Mike Kelley of 
Notre Dame in the third round. 

Cincinnati, like Houston, had two first- 
round choices. And, like Houston, the Ben- 
gals helped themselves greatly with them. 
The Bengals were surprised to find All- 
America receiver Eddie Brown of Miami 
available when they came up for the thir- 
teenth pick of the draft; he wasn't available 
on the fourteenth pick. Brown has great 
acceleration and hands, and he runs well 
with the ball. He could start immediately 
opposite Cris Collinsworth. The Bengals 
also helped their defense. Emanuel King 
was a Stand-up defensive end at Alabama, 
but he ts projected as a blitzing outside line- 
backer in Cincinnati. Inside linebacker Carl 
Zander is tough against the run but needs 
work on pass defense. In the third and fifth 
rounds, the Bengals also picked up two 
players with great potential. Cornerback 
Sean Thomas of Texas Christian finished 
second in the nation in interceptions in 
1984, and defensive tackle Tony Degrale 
of Texas won the Lombardi Trophy as the 
nation’s outstanding lineman. 

Pittsburgh generally ignored the skill po- 
sitions in the draft, but the Steelers have 
helped their lines and linebackers. First 
choice Darryl Sims played both defen- 
sive end and tackle at Wisconsin, and im- 
pressed all the scouts with his performance 
in the Japan Bowl. As late as the fifth-round, 
Pittsburgh got All-America linebacker 
Gregg Carr of Auburn (who also was an 
Academic All-America). On the other side 
of the line, tackle Mark Behning of Nebraska 
has tremendous size (6-6, 290) and 
strength, and center Dan Turk from Wiscon- 
sin is pictured as the eventual replacement 
for another former Badgers great. Mike 
Webster. 

Cleveland's draft wouldn't be that impres- 





sive had it not traded for the first pick in the 
supplemental draft— Bernie Kosar of Mia- 
mi. Kosar ranks with John Elway, Tony 
Eason, and Dan Marino as one of the finest 
pro prospects at quarterback in recent 
years. He is big (6-5, 205), malure, and in- 
telligent and has excellent timing and touch 
on his passes. The Browns did get some 
promising players in this draft. In the sec- 
ond round, they chose All-America halfback 
Greg Allen of Florida State. Allen isn't big 
(5-11, 200) and is coming back from knee 
surgery, but he is a fine athlete who has de- 
ceptive speed and good hands. He always 
has been very productive. The Browns also 
might have gotten a steal in the sixth round 
with Mark Krerowicz of Ohio State, who 
lacks height but could fill in at either tackle 
or guard. On the twelfth round, Cleveland 
chose wide receiver Shane Swanson of 
Nebraska, who finished third in the nation 
in punt returns in 1984. 


1985 Draft Choices 
HOUSTON 
Round Player Position College 
4. Ray Childress DE Texas A&M 
t Richard Johnson DB Wisconsin 
2. Richrad Byrd DE So. Mississippi 
3. Mike Kelley Cc Notre Dame 
4, Tom Brehl LB Stantord 
5. Frank Bush LB North Carolina State 
5. Lee Johnsan K Brigham Young 
6. Joe Krakoski LB Washington 
TY. Mite AiU WR Hawaii 
8. Chuck Thomas C Oklahoma 
9, Steve Tasker KR Northwestern 
10. Mike Golic DE Notre Dame 
V1, Willie Drewrey KR West Virginia 
12. Mark VonderHaar T Minnesota 
CINCINNATI 
Round Player Position College 
1 Eddie Brown WR Miarri 
i. Emanuel King LB Alabama 
2. Carl Zander LB Tennessee 
3. Sean Thomas DB Texas Christian 
dt. Anthony Tuggle DB Nicholls State 
5. Tony Degrate DT Texas 
5. Lee Davis DB Mississippi 
6. Eric Stokes T Northeastern 
6. Keith Lester TE Murray State 
7. Kim Locklin AB New Mexico State 
7. Joe Walter T Texas Tech 
8. Dave Strobel LB lowa 
9. Keith Cruise DE Northwestern 
10. Bernard King LB Syracuse 
11, Harold Stanfield TE Mississippl College 
12. Louis Garza T New Mexico State 
PITTSBURGH 
Round Player Position College 
Darryl Sims DE Wisconsin 
Mark Behning is Nebraska 
a Liffort Hobley DB Louisiana State 
4 Dan Turk G Wisconsin 
5 Cam Jacobs LB Kentucky 
6. Gregg Carr LB Aubum 
7, Alan Andrews TE Rutgers 
8 Harry Newsome P Wake Forest 
9 Fred Small LB Washington 
8 Andre Haris DB Minnesota 
10 Oliver White TE Kentucky 
11, Terry Matichak DB Missourl 
12, Jafl Sanchez DB Georgia 
CLEVELAND 
Round Player Position College 
Fd Greg Allen l=! Florida State 
6. Mark Krerowicz G Ohio State 
7. Reginald Langhorne WA Elizabeth City State 
6. Fred Banks WR Liberty Baptist 
10. Larry Williams G Notre Dame 
11. Travis Tucker TE SouthemConnecticul 
12. Shane Swanson WA Nebraska 





caught 69 passes despite starting the season 
on the bench. However. lacking other top- 
notch wide receivers. the Oilers go frequent- 
ly to their two tight ends, Jamie Williams 
and Chris Dressel, Other important receiv- 
ers ure running backs Larry Moriarty and 
Stun Bdwards. 


Warren Moon is number one to Houston fans. 


When the Oilers traded Ear! Campbell to 
New Orleans. Moriarty averaged more than 
100 yards rushing per game his last five 
games. and finished the season with 785 
yards. Edwards also flashed brilliance and 
averaged 4.5 yards per carry for the year. In 
the offseason, the Oilers obtamed Butch 
Woolfolk from the New York Giants. 

The strength of the Ojlers is a very 
young. but very good, offensive line. Guard 
Mike Munchak was selected to the Pro Bow] 
last year. and Dean Stcinkuhler was just as 
effective us wu rookie until he tore ligaments 
in his knee. The tackles are former first- 
round selection Bruce Matthews and second- 
rounder Harvey Salem. Center ts another 
former second-round choice, Jim Romano, 

The Oilers ranked next-to-last in total de- 
fense in 1984 and dead-lust in rushing de- 
fense. The line needs almost total rebuild- 
ing. Although end Jesse Baker recorded [1 
sucks, he showed weaknesses against the 
run, The other two line positions in the 
Oilers’ 3-4 are up for grabs. 

The Oilers’ linebackers were among the best 
in the league, but the years are beginning to 
catch up with Gregg Bingham and Robert 
Brazile. The younger players are Avon Riley 
on the outside and Robert Abraham, who led 
the team in tackles, on the inside, 

Houston's secondary has the potential to 
be outstanding, if it can get any help from 
up tront. Steve Brown and Willie Tullis are 
the cornerbacks, although Tullis tailed off 
somewhat last year from his previous sea- 
sons, At safety, the Oilers have a couple of 
hitters in Keith Bostic and Bo Eason, the 
younger brother of New England quarter- 
back Tony Eason. 

The Oilers kicking game is a mystery. Flo- 
rian Kempf was the kicker for two years un- 
til he was hurt last season. He will vie for 
the job this year with his replacement. Joe 
Cooper. The punting job is wide open, al- 
though |6-year veteran John James returms 
from last yeur. 
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he AFC West was the strongest divi- 
sion in the NFL in the 1984 regular 
season. It not only was the only divi- 
sion to advance three teams to the playoffs, 
it was the only one with two teams register- 
ing at least 11 victories—and it had three. 
Two AFC West teams—the Chargers and 
the Raiders—gave the Miami Dolphins 
their only losses of the regular season. Last 
place San Diego went 7-1! against non-divi- 
sion opponents...and 0-8 against AFC 
West tears. 

But the AFC West fell onto hard times in 
the playoffs. The only postseason game an 
AFC West team won was the wild-card 
game, when one of them had to win. In that 
lone victory, Seattle defeated the Raiders 
13-7. The next week. the Seahawks were 
swamped by the Dolphins 31-10. and divis- 
ion-champion Denver lost to Pittsburgh, a 
9-7 team, 24-17. 

In 1985, the AFC West could be just as 
dominant as In the regular season of 1984. 
But the unanswered question is which of the 
five strong teams in the division will be the 
strongest. A litthe improvement by any of 
them, ora falling off by the others, and last 
year’s order of finish could be reversed. 

Denver must have set a record in 1984 for 
close finishes. The Broncos had nine games 
go down to the wire in 1984. To remain in 
the divisional chase, they will have to win 
most of the close ones again. 

On paper, Denver doesn’t seem to be a 
powerhouse. The Broncos finished twenty- 
second in the NFL in total offense last year, 
and twenty-fifth in total defense. But they 
were a remarkably opportunistic team. 

The key defensive statistic for the Bron- 
cos last year wasn't the yards they gave up, 
but the points they allowed—241. the few- 
est in the AFC. The heart of that defense is 
the secondary. Cornerbacks Louis Wright 
and Mike Harden and safeties Dennis Smith 
und Steve Foley each scored at least one 
touchdown on a return. and the Broncos had 
eight as a team. 

The Broncos’ defensive line—ends Ru- 
lon Jones and Barney Chavous and nose 
tackle Rubin Carter—also was opportunis- 
tic. Jones and Chavous combined for 17% 
sucks, while Carter recovered three fum- 
bles, 

Denver's all-time linebacking great Ran- 
dy Gradishar retired a year ago, but Steve Bu- 
sick stepped into his position and led the 
Broncos with 195 tackles. Rick Dennison, 
Jim Ryan, and 13-year veteran Tom Jackson 
were the Broncos’ other starters, but Karl 
Mecklenburg and Ricky Hunley have shots 
at Starting positions, 

Denver's offense continues to improve as 
John Elway continues to improve. Last 
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Seattle long-distance threat Daryl Turner. 


vear. Elway passed for 2,598 yards and 18 
touchdowns. His mobility was one reason he 
was sucked only 24 times, The other reason 
was a steadily improving offensive line. 
Center Billy Bryan long has been an anchor 
for that line. and the Broncos felt tackle 
Dave Studdard should have made the AFC 
Pro Bowl team in 1984 (only one Bronco, 
running back Sammy Winder. made the 
team). 

When Elway goes to the air, he looks for 
wide receivers Steve Watson and Butch John- 
son. Watson had another outstanding year in 
1984, catching 69 passes for 1,170 yards. 
One area of relative weakness for the Bron- 
cos is at tight end. 

A continuing pleasant surprise tor Denver 
has been Winder, who had his best year in 
1984, with 1,153 yards rushing and 44 recep- 
tions. Rick Parros and Gerald Willhite also 
see action at running back. 











Seattle is anxiously awaiting the return of 
running back Curt Warner. Warner was the 
J983 rookie af the year when he gained 
1.449 yards. but he was injured in the 1984 
Opener und missed the rest of the season, He 
could be joined in the backfield by either 
|984 rushing leader David Hughes or Dan 
Doornink. who had 126 yards in the wild- 
card victory over the Raiders. 

Warner's return certainly will make it cas- 
ier for Pro Bowl quarterback Dave Krieg. 
Despite facing coverages that virtually ig- 
nored the threat of a run. Krieg passed for 
3.671 yards and 32 touchdowns in his first 
year as a full-time sturter. Krieg’s success 
was due in part to the development of rookie 
wide recciver Daryl Turner who stepped tn 
for injured Paul Johns. Turner caught 35 
passes for 712 yards and 10 touchdowns. He 
also helped climinate the double coverage 
on Steve Largent. In 1984, Largent caught 
74 passes. was selected to his fourth Pro 
Bow!, and moved into ninth place among all- 
time NFL receivers, with 545 career recep- 
tions, Charle Young is the tight end. 

Although a number of Seattle's ‘'skill po- 
sitions’ are manned by youngsters, the line 
Is experienced. The top players ure center 
Blair Bush and guard Robert Pratt, while the 
team’s cheerleader is reserve guard Reggic 
McKenzie, 

The 1984 defense gave up the fewest 
points (282) and had the most sacks (55) in 
club history, The Seahawks also forced 63 
turnovers, second-most in NFL history. 

The strong point of the defense ts the sec- 
ondary, Safety Kenny Easley led the NFL 
with 10 interceptions, and cornerback Dave 
Brown added §. Both were selected to the 
Pro Bowl. Safety John Harris and corner- 
back Keith Simpson also are quality players. 

The three-man defensive line consists of 
ends Jeff Bryant and Jacob Green, who had 
l4'2 and 13 sacks, respectively, and Pro 
Bow! nose tackle Joe Nash, one of the great 
overachievers in the NFL, 

Seattle's linebackers are effective, al- 
though seldom recognized, Bruce Scholtz 
and Greg Gaines start on the outside. and 
Keith Butler and leading tackler Shelton Rob- 
Inson on the inside. 

Two Seattle special teams performers 
stand out. Norm Johnson was second in the 
AFC in scoring with 110 points, missed 
only four field goals ull year, and was the 
Pro Bowl kicker. Rookie linebacker Fredd 
Young was named to the Pro Bowl as a spe- 
clal teams performer, 

Los Angeles ‘‘dropped’’ to [1-5 last 
year, but the Raiders still have the talent to 


Graceful Steve Watson gives John Elway one 
of the best targets in pro football. 
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return to their Super Bowl-champion status 
of 1983. The team’s strength is a defense 
that had five Pro Bowl players in 1984. 

The Raiders’ secondary may be the best in 
the NFL. The comerbacks, Mike Haynes and 
Lester Hayes, both love to play man-to-man, 
and they do it so well that both went to the 
Pro Bow! last year. Free safety Vann McEI- 
roy, another Pro Bow! selection, and strong 
safety Mike Davis are devastating hitters. 

If the Raiders’ secondary doesn’t do in 
quarterbacks, its line will. The Raiders led 
the AFC with 64 sacks, II by Pro Bowl end 
Howie Long. The Raiders’ rotating, sack- 
happy front also includes nose tackles Reg- 
gie Kinlaw and Bill Pickel and ends Lyle Al- 
zado (eight sacks), Greg Townsend, and 
Sean Jones. 





Versatile Marcus Allen of the Raiders. 


Outside linebacker Rod Martin tied for 
the team lead with 11 sacks in 1984 and was 
selected to his second Pro Bowl. On the 
other side is former Giants star Brad Van 
Pelt. The inside is manned by Matt Millen 
and steady Bob Nelson. 

The Raiders are sound on defense, but 
they have some question marks on offense. 
Quarterback once again will be a fight be- 
tween 37-year-old Jim Plunkett and Mare 
Wilson. Neither had his best season in 1984, 
and neither is mobile. 

Receiver also might be a weak point, al- 
though tight end Todd Christensen is among 
the NFL’s best, and finished second in the 
AFC in 1984 with 80 receptions. At wide re- 
ceiver, 12-year veteran Cliff Branch seemed 
to have lost a step last year, Malcolm Barn- 
well has yet to prove himself a big-game re- 
ceiver, and Dokie Williams still lacks exper- 
lence. 

There is no question at running back, with 
Marcus Allen. In 1984, Allen led the AFC 
in touchdowns, finished second in rushing, 
and led AFC running backs in receptions. 
He will be joined by either Kenny King or 
Frank Hawkins. 

The Raiders’ offensive line is solid. Dave 
Dalby is the center and Bruce Davis and 
Henry Lawrence are the tackles. Don Mose- 


bar, Mickey Marvin, and Curt Marsh have 
started at guard. 

Kansas City has improved each season 
under head coach John Mackovic, and it 
should again this year, even if the results 
aren't seen in the standings. 

‘The Man"’ in Kansas City is Bill Ken- 
ney, who passed for 4,348 yards and made 
the Pro Bowl in 1983. Despite missing half 
of 1984 with injuries, Kenney still passed 
for 2,098 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

The wide receivers have matched Ken- 
ney’s development. Henry Marshall had his 
best season in 1984, catching 62 passes for 
912 yards. Carlos Carson had 57 catches for 
1,078 yards. And Stephone Paige proved a 
valuable reserve. 

The running game will not be in as good 
Shape. Fullback Theotis Brown was lost 
when he had a heart attack in the offseason, 
and last year’s hopeful, Ken Lacy, was a dis- 
appointment. That leaves most of the burden 
on Herman Heard, who led the Chiefs with 
684 yards as a rookie. 

The Chiefs’ offensive line is unsung, but 
stable. The keys are center Bob Rush and 
tackle David Lutz. 

The defensive line came together in 1984 
with the addition of nose tackle Bill Maas, 
the Chiefs’ top draft choice. The ends are 
two of the best—Art Still, who had 14'4 
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Bill Maas completes the Chiefs’ line. 


sacks and went to the Pro Bowl, and Mike 
Bell (13% sacks). 

The Chiefs’ other Pro Bowler was free 
safety Deron Cherry. who finished third in 
the AFC with seven interceptions. He is 
joined in the secondary by strong safety 
Lloyd Burruss and cornerbacks Kevin Ross 
and Albert Lewis. 

At linebacker, Gary Spani has been one of 
the NFL’s most consistent players for years, 
and, under his tutelage. second-year man 
Scott Radecic is developing the same kind 
of ability. 
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San Diego was last in the NFL in pass de- 
fense in 1984, and the Chargers left no 
doubt that they wanted to improve that rank- 
ing through the draft. The Chargers drafted 
five defensive backs, including four in their 
first six picks. Wayne Davis of Indiana 
State, the Missouri Valley Conference de- 
fensive player of the year, and Terry Lewis 
of Michigan State, a cousin of Seattle's Reg- 
gie McKenzie, are small, fast cornerbacks. 
Jeffrey Dale of LSU is projected at safety, 
as is John Hendy of Long Beach State, 
even though he played cornerback in col- 
lege. The Chargers also have concerns 
about their aging offensive line, and used 
their first-round choice on Ohio State All- 
America guard Jim Lachey. San Diego's 
sleeper pick might be eighth-round choice 
Curtis Adams, a running back from Central 
Michigan. 

Kansas City went straight for its two 
weakesl areas with its top two draft 
choices. In the first round, the Chiefs chose 
Ethan Horton of North Carolina, who was 
the consensus choice as the top running 
back in the draft. Horton, who ran for 3,074 
yards in his college career, has been lik- 
ened to former NFL star Calvin Hill. The 
Chiefs also got the first tight end of the 
draft, Jonathan Hayes of lowa, who played 
stand-up tight end; he will have to make 
an adjustment and learn to play from a 
down stance. Guards Robert Olderman 
of Virginia and Dave Heffernan of Miami 
might provide needed help in Kansas City’s 
offensive line. 

The Raiders always have a surprise at 
draft time, and this year was no exception. 
Those observers who figured the Raiders 
would go for offensive linemen, had to wait 
until the seventh round to see them pick 
one. Meanwhile, in the first round, the Raid- 
ers chose Jessie Hester, a wide receiver 
from Florida State who could be the deep 
threat Los Angeles has lacked the past cou- 
ple of years. The Raiders’ second pick, Ste- 
fon Adams, also played wide receiver at 
East Carolina, but he is projected as a cor- 
nerback in Los Angeles. Jamie Kimmel! of 
Syracuse will give Los Angeles depth at 
outside linebacker. 

Denver went with versatility in its early 
draft choices. First-rounger Steve Sewell 
was a running back at Oklahoma, but he 
might play H-back or wide receiver in the 
NFL. Second-round choice Vance Johnson 
is projected at wide receiver in Denver, al- 
though he was a running back at Arizona. 
The fluid speedster is a former NCAA long 
jump champion. The Broncos also tried to 
shore up their defensive line with defensive 
end Simon Fletcher of Houston and nose 
tackle Dallas Cameron of Miami. 

Seattle concentrated on offense and got 
a couple of players who could contribute 
immediately. With their first pick (in the sec- 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


ond round), the Seahawks chose Owen Gill 
of lowa, a big (6-0, 226), strong speedster 
who can play both fullback and halfback. 
Danny Greene of Washington is a big-play 
receiver who also might help as a kick re- 
turner. Running back Johnnie Jones of Ten- 
nessee wasn’t taken until the fifth round, 
but the two-time Southeastern Conference 
rushing champion was an explosive runner 
in college. 


1985 Draft Choices 
SAN DIEGO 
Round Player DB Oklahoma State 
1, Jim Lachey G Ohio State 
2. Wayne Davis DB indiana State 
2 Jeffery Dale DB Louisiana State 
3. John Hendy DB Cal St.-Long Beach 
4, Ralf Mojsiejenko K Michigan State 
6. Terry Lewis DB Michigan State 
7 Mark Fellows LB Montana State 
8, Curtis Adams RB Central Michigan 
9. Paul Bemer OB Pacific 
9 Dan Remsberg T Abilene Christian 
10. David King DB Auburn 
W Jeff Smith NT Kentucky 
12, Tony Simmons DE Tennessee 
12. Bret Pearson TE Wisconsin 
KANSAS CITY 
Round Player Position College 
1 Ethan Horton RB North Carolina 
2 Jonathan Hayes TE lowa 
4 Bob Olderman G Virginia 
5 Bruce King RB Purdue 
6 Jonathan Bostic DB Bethune-Cookman 
7. Vince Thomson DE Missouri Western 
7 Dave Heffernan G Miam 
6. tra Hillary WR South Carolina 
9 Mike Armentrout DB S.W, Missouri 
10 Jeff Smith RB Nebraska 
11 Chris Jackson Cc SMU 
12 Harper LeBel Cc Colorado State 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Round Player Position College 
1 Jesse Hester WR Florida Stale 
3. Tim Moffett WR Mississippi 
3. Stelon Adams DB East Carolina 
4, Jamie Kimmel LB Syraouse 
5. Dan Reeder RB Delaware 
6 Rusty Hilger QB Oklahoma State 
7. Kevin Belcher 1 Wisconsin 
7 Mark Pattison WR Washington 
ri Bret Clark DB Nebraska 
7. Nick Haden C Penn State 
8. Leonard Wingate DT S. Carolina State 
9. Chris Sydnor DB Pann State 
10. Reggie McKenzie LB Tennessee 
10. Albert Myres DB Tulsa 
pe Steve Strachan RB Boston College 
12. Raymond Polk DB Oklahoma State 
DENVER 
Round Player Position College 
1 Steve Sewell RB Oklahoma 
2 Vanoe Johnson WR Arizona 
2 Simon Fletcher DE Houston 
4 Kell McGregor TE Colorado State 
7 Billy Hinson G Florida 
7 Dallas Cameron NT Miarm 
8 Eric Riley DB Florida State 
9 Dary! Smith DB North Alabama 
10. Buddy Funck OB New Mexico 
10 Ron Anderson LB SMU 
11. Gary Rolle WR Florida 
12 Dan Lynch G Wastunaton State 
SEATTLE 
Round Player Position College 
2, Owen Gill RB lowa 
Danny Greene WR Washington 
4 Tony Davis TE Missoun 
5, Mark Napolitan Cc Michigan State 
a. Arnold Brown DB N. Carolina Central 
S. Johnnie Jones RB Tennessee 
7 Ron Mattes T Virginia 
8. Judious Lewis WR Arkansas State 
9. Bob Otto DE Idaho Stale 
10. John Conner O8 Arizona 
10 James Bowers DB Memphis State 
11. Louis Cooper LB Westem Carolina 


The Chiefs’ kicking game is one of the 
best. Jim Arnold led the NFL with a 
44.9-yard punting average, and Nick Low- 
ery scored 104 points. 

San Diego, as always, had one of the best 
passing attacks in the NFL in 1984, Unfor- 
tunately, the Chargers were too thin else- 
where, und injuries helped destroy 4a promis- 
ing Season, 

The key man for San Diego is Dan Fouts. 





Earnest Jackson led AFC rushers in 1984. 


Fouts missed four games in 1984, but he 
still finished with 317 completions, 3,740 
yards, and 19 touchdown passes. This year, 
Fouts may start the season minus his favor- 
ite receiver, tight end Kellen Winslow, who 
was injured after catching 55 passes in the 
first eight weeks of the 1984 season. The 
Chargers aren't hurting for receivers, how- 
ever. They still have Charlie Joiner, pro foot- 
ball’s all-time receiving leader; wide re- 
ceiver Wes Chandler; and tight ends Pete 
Holohan and Erie Sievers. who caught 56 
und 41 passes, respectively, with Winslow 
out of the lineup. 

The Chargers also have a potent ground 
game. featuring AFC rushing leader and Pro 
Bow! selection Earnest Jackson. 

lt keeps getting older, but the Chargers’ 
offensive line remains one of the best at pass 
blocking. It includes tackle Ed White, a 
[7-year veteran: guard Doug Wilkerson, 16 
years, and Don Macek, 10 years. 

Injuries also hurt the Chargers’ defense in 
1984. Immediate help should come with the 
return of starting cornerbacks Danny Wal- 
ters and Gill Byrd, who finished the season 
on injured reserve, Safety is secure with vet- 
erans Tim Fox and Ken Greene. 

Linebacker is the Chargers’ defensive 
Strength. with a nice mix of age and youth. 
Veterans Linden King and Woodrow Lowe 
play the outside, while third-year pros Billy 
Ray Smith and Mike Green are on the in- 
side. 

The line needs rebuilding, however. Ends 
Chuck Ehin and Keith Ferguson and nose 
tackle Bill Elko all return, but they need 
help after the club recorded only 33 sacks 
in 1984. 

The Chargers’ special teams are in good 
hands. Rolf Benirschke is one of the most ac- 
curate kickers in NFL history, Maury Bu- 
ford averaged 42 yards per punt in 1984, 
and Lionel James is one of the most com- 
plete return men in the NFL. 
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Tom Snyder Productions, Inc. and Spinnaker Software Corporation of 
Cambridge, Mass. create teaching programs, for young children, 
then test each program in an actual classroom environment. 


The Financial Source™ presents the future. 


To these children, technology is something Manufacturers Hanover can help them wherever 
that turns fractions into a learning game. they are, because we span the country with 1,050 

To Manufacturers Hanover Corporation, offices, including those of our CIT Financial 
technology is the way to make your business Corporation. 
work better. To show your financial picture on a Our way of doing business is defined by the 
video-terminal each morning. To make cash words Quality, Loyalty and Consistency. 
management a matter of child’s play. Quality in our financial products. Loyalty to our 

Some of the largest electronics companies in customers. Consistency in our performance. 
America depend on The Financial Source for As these computer kids will prove again— 
credit services, secured financing and more. people make the future. Consider us for yours. 


MANUFACTURERS HANOVER 


Member FDIC ve The Financial Source®“ Worldwide. 
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Thunderbird 


Have you driven a Ford... 


lately? 


Get it together—Buckle up. 





LONGEST RUN FROM SCRIMMAGE 

85, Greg Bell, Bulfalo vs, Dallas, Nov. 18 (TD) 

LONGEST PASS PLAY 

92, Marc Wilson to Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders vs. Seattle, 
Oct, 7 

LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN 

99, Gill Byrd, San Diego vs, Kansas Cily, Oct, 14 (TD) 

LONGEST PUNT RETURN 

76, Lows Lipps, Pittsburgh vs. New Orleans. Nov. 19 (TD) 

LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN 

97, Bobby Humphery, N.Y. Jets vs. Pittsburgh. Sept. 6 
(TD) 

LONGEST FUMBLE RETURN 

77, Rod Martin, L.A, Aaiders vs. Kansas City, Nov. 18 
{TD) 

LONGEST PUNT 

89, Luke Prestridge, New England vs. Miami, Oct, 21 

LONGEST FIELD GOAL 

60, Steve Cox, Cleveland vs. Cincinnati, Oct. 27 





MOST YARDS RUSHING, GAME 

Individual 

206, Greg Ball, Bulfalo vs. Dallas, Nov. 18 

Team 

2o4, Gleveland vs, Houston, Dec. 16 

MOST YARDS PASSING, GAME 

Individual 

470, Dan Marino, Miami vs, L.A. Raiders, Dec, 2 

Team 

434, Miami vs, L.A. Raiders, Dec. 2 

MOST YARDS RECEIVING, GAME 

Individual 

191, Ozzie Newsome, Claveland vs. N,¥, Jets, Oct. 14 

Sleve Largent, Sealtle vs. Denver, Nov, 25 

MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS, GAME 

Individual 

34, Sammy Winder, Denver vs. L.A, Raiders, Oct, 28 
(OT) 

Team 

57, Indianapolis vs, N.Y. Jets, Nov. 14 

MOST PASSES, GAME 

Individual 

57, Dan Marino, Miami vs. L.A. Raiders, Dec, 2 

Team 

58, Bullalo vs. Cincinnati, Dec, 16 

MOST PASSES COMPLETED, GAME 

Individual 

37, Dan Fouts, San Diego vs. Miami, Nov. 18 (OT) 

MOST TOUCHDOWN PASSES, GAME 

Individual 

5, Dan Marino, Miami vs. Washington, Sept. 2 
Mare Wilson, L.A. Raiders vs. San Diego, Oct, 21 
John Elway, Denver vs. Minnesota, Nov. 18 
Dave Kneg, Seattle vs. Detroit, Dec. 2 

MOST RECEPTIONS, GAME 

Individual 

15, Kellen Winslow, San Diego vs. Green Bay, Oct. 7 

MOST TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS, GAME 

Individual 

3, Wesley Walker, N,V. Jets vs, Buffalo, Sept. 23 
Steve Largent, Seattle vs. San Diego, Oct. 29 
John Stallworth, Pittsburgh vs. Houston, Nov, 4 
Derrick Ramsey, New England vs. Indianapolis, Nov. 

18 


AFC SUPERLATIVES AND STATISTICS 


Team marks are listed only when they differ trom individual marks 


John Stallworth, Pittsburgh vs. San Diego, Nov. 25 
Mark Clayton, Miami vs. Dallas, Dec, 17 
MOST TOUCHDOWNS, GAME 
Individual 
4, Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders vs, San Diego, Sept. 24 
Lary Kinnebrew, Cincinnati vs. Houston, Oct. 28 
Team 
7. Pitisburgh vs, San Diego, Noy. 25 
Cincinnali vs. Bulfalo, Dec. 16 
MOST POINTS, GAME 
Individual 
24, Same as above 
Team 
52, Pitisburgh vs, San Diego, Nov. 25 
Cincinnati vs, Bulfalo, Dec, 16 
MOST FIELD GOALS, GAME 
individual 
5. Pal Leahy, N.Y, Jets vs. Cincinnati, Sept 16 
MOST INTERCEPTIONS BY, GAME 
Individual 
3, Ken Easley, Seatile vs, San Diego, Oct. 29 
Team 
7, Denver vs. Detroit, Oct. 7 
MOST SACKS BY, GAME 
Individual 
4.5, Johnie Cooks, Indianapolis vs. L.A. Raiders. Nov, 25 
Team 
11, Kansas City vs. Cleveland. Sept. 30 
Cleveland vs. Atlanta, Nov, 18 
HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE, GAME 
Individual (minimum: 20 passes) 
87.0, Turk Schonert, Cincinnat! vs. Atlanta, Nov, 25 
(20/23) 
Team 
88,0, Cincinnati v5. Atlanta, Nov. 25 (22/25) 
MOST CONSECUTIVE 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES 
Individual 
2, Freeman MeNeil, N.Y. Jets, Sept. 16-Sepl, 23 
Freeman MeNeil, N.Y. Jets, Oct, 28 - Nav, 4 
Larry Monarty, Houston, Nov. 11 - Nov. 16 
Marcus Allen, L.A, Raiders, Nov. 25 - Dec. 2 
Earnest Byner, Cleveland, Dec. 9 - Dec. 16 
MOST CONSECUTIVE 300-YAAD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 
3, Ken Anderson, Cincinnati, Sept, 2 - Sept, 16 
Dan Marino, Miami. Dec. 2 - Dec. 17 
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Ozzie Newsome made 89 receplions. 


MOST 100-YARD AUSHING GAMES 
Individual 

7, Freeman McNeil, N.Y. Jets 

MOST 100-YAAD RECEIVING GAMES 
Individual 

7, John Stallworth, Pittsburgh 

MOST 300-YARD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 

9, Dan Marino, Miami 

MOST 400-VYARD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 

4, Dan Marino, Miami 

200-YARD AUSHING GAME 
individual 

206, Greg Bell, Bulfalo vs. Dallas, Nov. 18 


1984 AFC 


Individual Leaders 


SCORING 

117, Gary Anderson, Pittsburgh 
RUSHING 

1,179, Eamest Jackson, San Diego 





PASSING 

106.9, Dan Marino, Miami 
RECEIVING 

89, Ozzie Newsome, Cleveland 
INTERCEPTIONS 

10, Ken Easley, Seattle 
PUNTING 

44.9, Jim Arnold, Kansas Cily 
PUNT RETUANS 

15.7, Mike Martin, Cincinnati 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

30.7, Bobby Hurnphery, N.Y. Jets 
SACKS 

22, Mark Gastineau, N.Y. Jets 


1984 NFL Records 
inthe AFC 


Most Points After Touchdown, Season—/70, Uwe von 
Schamann 

Highest Field-Goal Percentage, Career (minimum, 100 
held goals)— 74.7. Nick Lowery 

Most Passes, Rookie, Season— 450, Warren Moon 

Mos! Passes Completed, Season—362, Dan Marino 

Most Passes Completed, Rookie, Season— 259. War- 
ren Moon 

Most Yards Passing, Season —5,084, Dan Marino 

Most Yards Passing, Rookie, Season— 3.338, Warren 
Moan 

Most Games, 400 or more Yards Passing, Season— 4, 
Dan Marino 

Most Consecutive Games, 400 or more Yards Pass- 
ing—2, Dan Marino 

Most Games, 300 or more Yards Passing, Career— 
40, Dan Fouts* 

Most Games, 300 or more Yards Passing, Season—9, 
Dan Marino 

Most Touchdown Passes, Season— 45, Dan Marino 

Most Games, 4 or more Touchdown Passes, Season— 
6, Dan Marina 

Most Consecutive Games, 4 or more Touchdown 
Passes, Season—4, Dan Marino 

Most Pass Receptions, Career—657, Charlie Joiner 

Most Seasons, 50 or more Receptions—7. Steve Lar- 
gent" 

Most Touchdown Receptions, Season— 18, Mark Clay- 
ton 

Most Touchdowns, Interception Returns, Game— 2, 
Dave Brown, Nov. 4°* 

Most Punts, Career— 1,083, John James 

Most Punts, Rookie, Season —96, Chns Norman”” 

Most Yards on Punt Returns, Rookie, Season— 656, 
Louis Lipps 

Most Fumbles, Season— 17, Warren Moon** 

Most Conseculive Road Games Lost, Team — 23, Hous- 
fon 

Most Consecutive Road Games Without Victory, 
Team— 23, Houston 

Most Touchdowns, Team, Season— 70, Miami 

Most Extra Points, Team, Season—66, Miami 

Most First Downs, Team, Season— 387, Miami 

Most Net Yards Gained Rushing and Passing, Team, 
Season—6,936, Miami 

Most Passes Completed, Team, Season—401, San 
Diego 

Most Yards Passing, Team, Season—5,018, Miami 

Most Seasons Leading League, Fewest Times Sacked, 
Team— 4, Miami** 

Consecutive Seasons Leading League, Fewest Times 

Sacked, Team—3, Miami” 

Most Touchdown Passes, Team, Season— 49. Miami 

Most Seasons Leading League, Punting, Team—&6, 
Kansas City"* 

Most Touchdowns, Opponents’ Fumbles Recovered, 
Team, Season— 4, Denver" 

Most Touchdowns, Opponents’ Fumbles Recovered, 
Team, Game— 2, Denver vs. Green Bay, Oct.15"° 

Most Seasons Leading League, Fewest Penalties, 
Team— 10, Miami 

Most Consecutive Seasons Leading League, Fewest 
Penalty Yards, Team— 8, Miami” 

Most First Downs By Penalty Allowed, Team, Season— 
43, L.A. Raiders 

Most Yards on Interception Returns, Team, Game— 

325, Seattle vs. Kansas City, Nov. 4 

Most Touchdowns, Interception Returns, Team Game 
—4, Seattle vs. Kansas City, Nov. 4 

Most Touchdowns, Interception Returns, Both Teams, 

Game—4, Seattle (4) vs. Kansas City (0), Nov. 4 


* Extended own record 
™ Ted record 
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1985 Schedule 1984 Results 1985 Schedule 1984 Results 
BUFFALO BILLS NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
$8 SANDIEGO NEWENGLAND 17-21 58 GREEN BAY at Buffalo 21-17 
$15 atN.Y. Jets at St. Louis 7-37 $15 at Chicago at Miami 7-28 
$22 NEW ENGLAND MIAMI 17-21 $22 at Buffalo SEATTLE 38-23 
$29 MINNESOTA N.Y. JETS 26-28 $29 L.A. RAIDERS WASHINGTON 10-26 
O6 al Indianapolis at Indianapolis 17-31 O86 atCleveland at N.Y. Jets 28-21 
O13 at New England PHILADELPHIA 17-27 013 BUFFALO at Cleveland 17-16 
020 INDIANAPOLIS at Seattle 28-31 020 W.Y.JETS CINCINNATI 20-14 
O27 at Philadelphia DENVER 7-37 O27 at Tampa Bay MIAMI 24-44 
N3 = CINCINNATI at Miami 7-38 : i N3  =MIAMI N.Y. JETS 30-20 
N10 HOUSTON CLEVELAND 10-13 Hoi ne Lanes are Ui Cap tal let lers; NiO) INDIANAPOLIS at Denver 19-26 
N17 at Cleveland atNewEngland 10-38 ener N17 at Seattle BUFFALO 38-10 
N24 MIAMI DALLAS 14-3 dates abbreviated N24 alN.Y. Jets atindianapolis 50-17 
Di at San Diego at Washinaton 14-44 “ tas aie = D1 at Indianapolis at Dallas 17-20 
D8 NY JETS. INDIANAPOLIS. 21-15 to first initial ef month. D8 DETROIT ST. LOUIS 10-33 
D15 at Pittsburgh at N.Y, Jets 17-21 D15 at Miami (Mon,) atPhiladelphia 17-27 
D22 atMiami al Cincinnati 21-52 D222 CINCINNATI INDIANAPOLIS 16-10 
1985 Schedule 1984 Results 
CINCINNATI BENGALS be DIANAPOLIS COLTS N.Y. JETS 
58 SEATTLE at Denver 17-20 at Pittsburgh N.Y. JETS 14-23 S8 al L.A. Raiders allndianapolis 23-14 
$15 at St. Louis KANSAS CITY 22-27 S18 at Miami at Houston 35-21 $15 BUFFALO PITTSBURGH = 17-23 
S22 SANDIEGO at N.Y. Jets 23-43 $22 DETROIT ST. LOUIS 33-34 S22 Green Bay at Milw. CINCINNATI 43-23 
S30 at Pittsburgh (Mon.) L.A. RAMS 14-24 S29 atN.Y. Jets at Miami 7-44 S29 INDIANAPOLIS at Buffalo 28-26 
O6 N.Y.JETS at Pittsburgh 17-38 O06 BUFFALO BUFFALO 31-17 O68 at Cincinnati NEWENGLAND 21-28 
O13 N.Y.GIANTS HOUSTON 13-3 013 DENVER WASHINGTON 7-35 O14 MIAMI (Man.) at Kansas City 17-16 
O20 atHouston alNewEngland 14-20 020 at Buffalo al Philadelphia 7-16 020 at New England at Cleveland 24-20 
O27 PITTSBURGH CLEVELAND 12-9 027 GREEN BAY PITTSBURGH 17-16 O27 SEATTLE KANSASCITY 28-27 
N3  =s al Buffalo at Houston 31-13 N3 N.Y. JETS al Dallas a-22 N3 = sat Indianapolis. atNew England 20-30 
N10 CLEVELAND atSan Francisco 17-23 N10. at New England SAN DIEGO 10-38 N10 at Miami MIAMI 17-31 
Ni? alL.A. Raiders PITTSBURGH 22-20 N17) MIAMI at N.Y. Jets 9-5 Niv TAMPA BAY INDIANAPOLIS 4-9 
N24 at Cleveland SEATTLE 6-26 N24 at Kansas City NEWENGLAND 17-50 N24 NEW ENGLAND at Houston 20-31 
Di HOUSTON ATLANTA 35-14 D1 NEW ENGLAND at L.A. Raiders 7-21 D1 ~—_ at Detroit (Thanks.) at Miami 17-28 
DB DALLAS at Cleveland* 20-17 D8 at Chicago at Buffalo 15-21 DB = at Buffalo N.Y. GIANTS 10-20 
D15 atWashington atNew Orleans 24-21 DiS at Tampa Bay MIAMI 17-35 DIS CHICAGO (Sat.) BUFFALO 21-17 
D22 at New England BUFFALO 52-21 D22 HOUSTON atNew England 10-16 D22 CLEVELAND at Tampa Bay 21-41 
CLEVELAND BROWNS KANSAS CITY CHIEFS PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
Ss8 ST.LOUIS at Seattle 0-33 58 = at New Orleans at Pittsburgh 3r-27 58 =INDIANAPOLIS KANSAS CITY 27-37 
516 PITTSBURGH (Mon.) atLA. Rams 17-20 $12 LA.RAIDERS(Thurs.) at Cincinnati el-g2 S16 at Cleveland (Mon.) at N.Y. Jets 23-17 
S22 at Dallas DENVER 14-24 $22 at Miami LA.RAIDERS 20-22 S22 HOUSTON L.A. RAMS 24-14 
$29 at San Diego PITTSBUAGH 20-10 S29 SEATTLE at Denver 0-21 S30 CINCINNATI(Mon.) at Cleveland 10-20 
O06 NEW ENGLAND at Kansas City 6-10 O06  atL.A. Raiders CLEVELAND 10-6 O6 = at Miami CINCINNATI 38-17 
013 at Houston NEWENGLAND 16-17 013 atSan Diego NY. JETS 16-17 013 at Dallas MIAMI 7-31 
020 L.A. RAIDERS N.Y.JETS 20-24 O20 L.A. RAMS SAN DIEGO 31-13 020 ST.LOUIS atSan Francisco 20-17 
O27 WASHINGTON at Cincinnati 9-12 027 DENVER at N.Y. Jets 7-28 O27 at Cincinnati alindianapolis 16-17 
N3 at Pittsburgh NEWORLEANS 14-16 N3 at Houston TAMPA BAY 24-20 N3 CLEVELAND ATLANTA 35-10 
N10 at Cincinnati at Butfalo 13-10 N10 PITTSBURGH al Sealthe 0-45 N10 atKansas City HOUSTON 35-7 
N17 BUFFALO SAN FRANCISCO 7-41 N17 atSanFrancisco HOUSTON 16-17 N17 atHouston at Cincinnati 20-22 
N24 CINCINNATI at Atlanta 2a-7 N24 INDIANAPOLIS al L.A. Raiders 7-17 N24 WASHINGTON atNew Orleans 24-27 
Dis at N.Y. Giants HOUSTON 27-10 Di = at Seattle at N.Y. Giants 27-28 D1 DENVER SAN DIEGO 52-24 
DS at Seattle CINCINNATI" 17-20 D8 ATLANTA DENVER 16-13 D5 atSanDiego(Thurs.) atHouston™ 20-23 
DIS HOUSTON at Pittsburgh 20-23 Di4 at Denver (Sat.) SEATTLE 34-7 DiS BUFFALO CLEVELAND 23-20 
D22 atN.¥. Jets at Houston 27-20 D22 SAN DIEGO al San Diego 42-21 D21  atN.¥. Giants (Sat.) at L.A. Raiders 13-7 
DENVER BRONCOS L.A. RAIDERS SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 
S8 = at L.A. Rams CINCINNATI 20-17 $8 N.Y.JETS at Houston 24-14 58 = at Buffalo at Minnesota 42-13 | 
$15 NEW ORLEANS at Chicago 0-27 Si2 atKansas City (Thurs.) GREENBAY 28-7 Si5 SEATTLE at Seattle 17-31 
S22 at Atlanta at Cleveland 24-14 S22 SANFRANCISCO at Kansas City 22-20 $22 at Cincinnati HOUSTON 31-14 
$29 MIAMI KANSAS CITY 21-0 $29 at New England SAN DIEGO 33-30 $29 CLEVELAND alLA. Raiders 30-33 
O06 HOUSTON LA.RAIDERS 16-13 O06 KANSASCITY at Denver 13-16 O06 at Seattle DETROIT 27-24 
O13 at Indianapolis at Detroit 25-7 013 NEW ORLEANS SEATTLE 28-14 013 KANSAS CITY al Green Bay 34-28 
020 SEATTLE GREEN BAY 17-14 020 at Cleveland MINNESOTA 23-20 020 at Minnesota at Kansas Cily 13-31 
O27 atKansas City at Buffalo ‘of-7 028 SAN DIEGO (Mon.) at San Diego 44-37 O28 atLaA.Raiders(Mon.) LA. RAIDERS 37-44 
M3 al San Diego alL.A. Raiders’ 22-19 N3 = at Seattle DENVER" 19-22 NS DENVER SEATTLE 0-24 
N11 SAN FRAN. (Mon.) NEWENGLAND 26-19 N10 at San Diego at Chicago 6-17 N10. «L.A. RAIDERS atindianapolis 368-10 
Ni? SAN DIEGO at San Diego 16-13 N17) CINCINNATI at Seattle 14-17 N17? atDenver DENVER 13-16 
N24 al L.A. Raiders MINNESOTA 42-21 N24 DENVER KANSAS CITY 17-7 N24 at Houston MIAMI* 34-28 
Di at Pittsburgh SEATTLE 24-27 D1 sat Allanta INDIANAPOLIS 21-7 D1 BUFFALO at Pittsburgh 24-52 
D& L.A. RAIDERS at Kansas City 13-16 DB =e at Denver at Miami 45-34 D5 PITTSBURGH(Thurs.) CHICAGO 20-7 
Did KANSAS CITY SAN DIEGO 16-13 DiS SEATTLE at Detroit 24-3 D1S PHILADELPHIA at Denver 13-16 
D20 at Seattle at Seattle 31-14 D22 atL.A. Rams (Mon.) PITTSBURGH 7-13 D22 at Kansas City KANSAS CITY 21-42 
HOUSTON OILERS MIAMI DOLPHINS Sate SEAHAWKS 
S& MIAMI LA. RAIDERS 14-24 S68 at Houston alWashington 35-17 at Cincinnati CLEVELAND 33-0 
$15 at Washington INDIANAPOLIS 21-35 S15 INDIANAPOLIS NEWENGLAND 28-7 St 5 atSan Diego SAN DIEGO 31-17 
S22. at Pittsburgh al San Diego 14-31 S22 KANSAS CITY al Bulfalo 21-17 S23 L.A. RAMS (Mon.) alNewEngland 23-38 
S29 DALLAS at Atlanta 10-42 $29 at Denver INDIANAPOLIS 44-7 529 at Kansas City CHICAGO 38-9 
O6 at Denver NEW ORLEANS 10-27 O6 PITTSBURGH at St. Louis 36-28 06 SANDIEGO at Minnesota 10-12 
013 CLEVELAND at Cincinnati 3-13 O14 atN.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh 31-7 O13 ATLANTA atL.A.Raiders 14-28 
020 CINCINNATI at Miami 10-28 020 TAMPA BAY HOUSTON 38-10 020 at Denver BUFFALO 31-28 
O27 at St. Louis SAN FRANCISCO 21-34 O27 at Detroit atNewEngland 44-24 027 atN.Y, Jets Green Bay at Milw. 30-24 
N3 KANSAS CITY CINCINNATI 13-31 N3 at New England BUFFALO 38-7 N3 L.A. RAIDERS at San Diego 24-0 
N10) 06oat Buffalo at Pittsburgh 7-35 N10 N.Y. JETS at N.Y. Jets 31-17 NiO.) 06at New Orleans KANSAS CITY 45-0 
N17 PITTSBURGH atKansas City 17-16 N17 at Indianapolis PHILADELPHIA 24-23 Ni7 NEW ENGLAND LA.RAIDERS 17-14 
N24 SAN DIEGO N.Y, JETS 31-20 N24 al Buffalo at San Diego" 28-34 N25 atSanFran.(Mon.) — at Cincinnati 26-6 
D1 sat Cincinnati al Cleveland 10-27 D2 CHICAGO N.Y. JETS 26-17 Di KANSAS CITY at Denver 27-24 
DB N.Y. GIANTS PITTSBURGH" 23-20 DS atGreenBa LA.RAIDERS 34-45 DS CLEVELAND DETROIT 38-17 
015 at Cleveland at L.A. Rams 16-27 Di6 N.ENGLAND(Mon.) atindianapolis 35-17 DiS atL.A. Raiders at Kansas City 7-34 
D22 at Indianapolis CLEVELAND 20-27 D22 BUFFALO DALLAS 28-21 D20 DENVER (Fri.) DENVER 14-31 
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Weputacentury 
of science into every phone call. 





At GTE, we're putting the whole lines with fiber optics. These space- 
world of science and technology to age threads of light vastly improve 
work, to make sure that your phone transmission quality. Your calls go 
service is the best anywhere. through crystal clear, with no static. 

And that's a commitment. We're putting tomorrow's science 

As fast as we can, we're replacing and technology to work for you, today. 
our equipment with computer- At GTE, our most important job is 
controlled electronic systems. These your next phone call. 


handle your calls faster and more 
efficiently. And they offer an array of 
exciting new services like call-waiting, 
call-forwarding, automatic credit-card GTE 
calling and more... 
All making your phone more flexible, 


more useful, more valuable than ever. 
Also, we're replacing copper phone 
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A chance to get away. Americans look forward to those moments. 
Moments to unwind. Moments to enjoy the things you appreciate in life. 
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And because Seagram’s 7 has always been part of that enj oyment, you've 
made it America’s most popular whiskey for nearly 40 years. 





REMEMBER—ALL ARE EQUAL IN ALCOHOL CONTENT ' 





successful 37-yard field goal by Mark 

Moseley with 1:23 to go in the last 

regular-season game of the year, and 
a 50-yard miss by Neil O'Donoghue on the 
last play of the same game, totally changed 
the divisional standings and the playoff com- 
plexion in 1984 from what they would have 
been had either of those field-goal attempts 
had a different result. 

In 1985, the NFC East appears to be so 
balanced that the division could hinge again 
on such narrow twists of fate. This is a divis- 
ion, that had a four-way tie for first after 10 
weeks in 1984. A slight improvement or a 
slight dropoff by any team this year could 
move it quickly to the top or bottom. 

Washington’s main concern in 1985 is 
age. The Redskins have won three consecu- 
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Record-setting passer Phil Simms is the key to the Giants’ playoff repeat. 


tive divisional titles behind two players 
whose combined age before this year is out 
will be 72. If quarterback Joe Theismann 
and running back John Riggins. a pair of 35- 
year-olds, can keep performing like young- 
sters, the Redskins are in good shape; if they 
begin to show their age, the Redskins could 
be in trouble, although coach Joe Gibbs 
moved to shore up the running game by trad- 
ing for George Rogers. the top running back 
of the New Orleans Saints. 

Theismann didn’t miss a beat in 1984, fin- 
ishing with 3.391 passing yards and 24 touch- 
down passes. Riggins spent parts of several 
weeks in the hospital with a bad back, but 
still gained 1,239 yards and scored I4 times. 
Joe Washington was traded to Atlanta, so 
Rogers can move right in. 

Theismann has a lot of options throwing 
the ball. In 1984, Art Monk set an NFL rec- 
ord with 106 receptions. Part of Monk's pop- 


3) 


juries, 


ularity was due to an injury to Charlie 
Brown, who had tied for the NFC receiving 
lead in 1983, with 78 catches. In Brown's ab- 
sence, Calvin Muhammad caught 42 passes. 
Tight end Clint Didier caught 30. 

The Redskins’ offensive line —the Hogs— 
suffered a number of injuries last year, but 
should be back at full strength. Former Pro 
Bowlers include center Jeff Bostic, guard 
Russ Grimm, and tackle Joe Jacoby. 

Washington's defense also was hurt by in- 
with only linebacker Neal Olkewiez 
and cornerback Darrell] Green able to start 
every game, The other cornerback. Vernon 
Dean, led the team with seven interceptions. 
This year, safeties Tony Peters and Mark 
Murphy will be trying to regain the starting 
status they lost to Ken Coffey and Curtis Jor- 
dan when injured, 

Joining Olkewiez at linebacker will be 
Mel Kautman and Rich Milot, although des- 


EASTERN DIVISION 


ignated pass rusher Monte Coleman (10% 
sucks) is sure to see a lot of action again. 

The defensive line held opponents to only 
99 yards per game rushing last year, and 
everyone returns. End Dexter Manley also 
gave a lot of help to the pass defense, with 
13% sacks. The tackles are Dave Butz and 
Darryl Grant, 

The winning field goal against St. Louis 
was one of 24 for Moseley, who finished sec- 
ond inthe NFL in scoring with 120 points. 

New York wasn't quite us good statistical- 
ly in 1984 as in 1983. But the record read 
9-7 instead of 3-12-]. The difference was 
the big play. 

The key to the Giants” turnaround last 
vear—and to their continued suceess this 
vear— is quarterback Phil Simms. After 
four injury-plagued seasons, Simms passed 
for 4,044 yards und 22 touchdowns. 

This year his receiving corps will be even 
more dangerous. In 1984. a year after tying 
for the NFC receiving lead, Earnest Gray 
dropped to only 38 catches. Two rookie 
wide receivers made up the slack, however. 
Bobby Johnson caught 48 passes and Lionel 
Manuel 33. Tight end Zeke Mowatt, former- 
ly thought of as a blocker. also caught 48. 

The Giants traded Butch Woolfolk to 
Houston in the offseason, asign they are com- 
mitted to Rob Carpenter and Joe Morris at 
running buck. Versatile Tony Galbreath also 
is available, 

The Giants” offense should get better be- 
hind a young offensive line. Two of the best 
on that line are second-year tackles William 
Roberts and Karl Nelson. 

New York may have the best linebacking 
corps in the NFL. Pro Bowlers Lawrence 
Taylor and Harry Carson are likely to be 
joined by Gary Reasons on the inside and 
Andy Headen, Carl Banks, or Byron Hunt 
on the outside, 

The secondary also is strong. Pro Bowl se- 
lection Mark Haynes is one of the premier 
cornerbacks in the NFL, lining up opposite 
Perry Williams. The safeties are Terry Ki- 
nard, who has lived up to his first-round se- 
lection, and Bill Currier. 

If there is a weakness in the Giants’ de- 
fense, it is in the line, where ends Leonard 
Marshall and Curtis McGriff and nose tackle 
Jim Burt are solid but not spectacular. 

The Giants hope to get more from their 
kicking game, Punter Dave Jennings, a four- 
time Pro Bowler, and kicker Ali Haji- 
Sheikh both had off years in 1984. 

St. Louis could well be the division's, 
maybe even the NFL’s, team of the future. 
The Cardinals still are young, but already 
are very experienced, 





Washington's John Riggins is looking to break 
Jim Brown's record for touchdowns (126). 











Olds Cutlass Ciera. a 
Computers helped design it. 
Computers help you drive it. 





— Growing up in the computer age 
AHH)! certainly has some attractive advantages. 
7 Just consider the 1985 

| 7 Cutlass Ciera. 
A micro-computer about the size of a deck of cards constantly 
tunes the engine as you drive, monitoring 20 vital engine functions. 
Another computer monitors temperature to keep you cool and 
_____ comfortable when you order the available air conditioning. Still 
= another checks the optional cruise control, ingeniously sensing 
\ =a \ whether you're going uphill or down, to automatically keep your 
| we speed constant. 
Want to hear more? Then ask about the available auto calculator that can 
compute your mileage, estimate traveling time, even help balance your 
a\\ ¢ checkbook, with the push of a button. 
NIN And remember, above all Ciera is a Cutlass. The look is clean. The 
doce like the optional electronic instrument panel—are plentiful. 
. And the power of the available 3.8 liter V6 with multi-port fuel injection? 
B), Well, you've got to experience it for yourself. 
Olds Cutlass Ciera. Computers helped design it. For one good 


~ reason. So you can enjoy it. Test drive one today. 
Oldsmobiles are equipped with engines produced at facilities operated by GM car groups, 
subsidiaries or affiliated companies worldwide. 
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No one personifies that already-tested 
youth better than quarterback Neil Lomax. 
In 1984, his fourth NFL season. Lomax 
passed for 4,614 yards (second to Miami's 
Dan Marino in the league) and was selected 
to the Pro Bowl. He also learned how to 
spread his passes around. Lomax’s top re- 
ceiver was Roy Green, who caught 78 
passes for an NFL-leading 1.555 yards and 
12 touchdowns. But consistent Pat Tilley 
(52 receptions). tight end Doug Marsh (39), 
and running back Stump Mitchell (26) also 
were frequent targets. 

Mitchell also added a lot to the running 
game. He gained 434 yards and averaged 
5.4 yards while backing up Ottis Anderson, 
who gained 1.174 yards and caught 70 
passes. The other running back, Earl Fer- 
rell. is mainly a blocker. 

The Cardinals’ offensive line is like the 
rest of the team—young and improving. 
The best bet for stardom is tackle Tootie Rob- 
bins, who is beginning his fourth season. 

Lomax’s counterpart on defense is E.J. 
Junior, who earned Pro Bowl recognition 





Roy Green is a deep threat in St. Louis. 


after recording 128 tackles and 9% sacks 
while playing each of the linebacking posi- 
tions. The other probable starters are Kurt 
Allerman and Thomas Howard, 

The St. Louis defensive line features one 
of the best pairs of ends around. Lust year 
Curtis Greer had 14 sacks. while Al (Bubba) 
Baker made 10. That was a major reason for 
the success of the young. but improving sec- 
ondary. The starters likely will be Wayne 
Smith and Lionel Washington at the corners 
and Leonard Smith and Benny Perrin at 
safety. 

Dallas missed the playotts last year for 
the first time since 1974, The Cowboys, 
who have suffered numerous injuries and re- 
tirements the past two years. are not a sure 
thing to return to postseason play, cither. 

The first thing that needs to be decided is 
who the starting quarterback will be. Gary 
Hogeboom, who began 1984 as the starter, 
threw for 2,366 yards but only seven touch- 
downs. Danny White replaced Hogeboom 
late in the year and passed for 1.580 yards 
and || touchdowns. 

The Cowboys also are hurting at receiver. 
Tony Hill will be one starter after catching 


38 passes a year ago, but the other position 
is open with steady Mike Renfro. and recent- 
ly acquired Duriel Harris the best bets. Tight 
end Doug Cosbie is the star of the passing 
game after catching 60 passes and being 
named to the Pro Bowl. 

The Cowboys’ running game is solid. 
Tony Dorsett ran for 1,189 yards in 1984, 
and Tim Newsome looked like a real power 
after replacing Ron Springs late in the sea- 
son. 

The area of most concern for Dallas is the 
offensive line. Guard Herb Scott retired in 
the offseason, while Howard Richards, Jim 
Cooper, and Phil Pozderac all are returning 
from injuries. 

Conversely. the defensive line ts a real 
strength. Randy White once again went to 
the Pro Bowl, after registering 12% sacks. 
Young Jim Jeffcoat proved he belonged as a 
starter with 11’ sacks. and Ed (Too Tall) 
Jones deflected 16 passes. 

The linebacking unit will have a new look 
with Eugene Lockhart, last year’s find as a 
sixth-round draft choice, taking over in the 
middle for Bob Breunig. who retired in the 
offseason. Mike Hegman and Anthony Dick- 
erson undoubtedly will start on the outside, 
as they did last year. 

The secondary is stable with cornerbacks 
Everson Walls and Ron Fellows. At safety, 
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Timmy Newsome is Dallas's “other” back. 


é 


Michael Downs ts coming off an all-pro cal- 
iber year, and Dextor Clinkscale has proven 
he has the talent to be a starter. if he can 
again beat off the challenge of Pro Bowl spe- 
cial teamer Bill Bates. Dennis Thurman has 
played all the positions. 

Although the Cowboys still are looking 
for a punter. Rafael Septien is the fourth- 
most accurate field-goal kicker in NFL his- 
tory. 
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Philadelphia reportedly was hoping to draft 
tackle Lomas Brown, but when he was tak- 
en by Detroit, the Eagles chose Kevin Allen 
of Indiana, If Allen can live up to his poten- 
tial, he will be an outstanding choice; he 
has great balance and pulling ability, The 
Eagles also chose linemen Greg Naron of 
North Carolina and Ken Reeves of Texas 
A&M. In the second round, Philadelphia 
took the first quarterback in the draft— Ran- 
dall Cunningham of Nevada-Las Vegas. 
Gunningham is a tall, mobile passer who fin- 
ished third in the nation in punting in 1984. 

Dallas surprised a lot of people by select- 
ing defensive tackle Kevin Brooks of Michi- 
gan in the first round. Brooks could be 
groomed to move into the line next to 
Randy White. Outside linebacker Jesse 
Penn, a stand-up defensive end at Virginia 
Tech, also has the raw talent to be a 
starter, although he needs to work on his 
coverage skills. On the offensive side of the 
line, Crawford Kerr was taken as a guard, 
although he played tackle opposite Lomas 
Brown al Florida. The Cowboys also might 
have stocked their running back cupboard 
for a number of years. In the fourth round, 
they chose Robert Lavette, who gained 
4,066 yards in his career at Georgia Tech; 
in the fifth round, Dallas picked former Heis- 
man Trophy winner Herschel Walker. 

st, Louis has one of the best young de- 
fenses in the NFL, and in 1985 it might be 
better—and younger. First-round pick Fred- 
die Joe Nunn was a stand-up defensive 
end at Mississippi, but he has the explosive 
pass rush of the Steelers’ Mike Merriwea- 
ther. Scott Bergold used his great size (6-7, 
260) to be a dominant run defender at Wis- 
consin, and he has the speed to become 
an outstanding NFL pass rusher as well. 
The Cardinals also scored on offense. In 
the third round, they picked All-America 
tackle Lance Smith of LSU. They also draft- 
ed two of the best tight ends in the country, 
K.D, Dunn of Clemson and All-America Jay 
Novacek of Wyoming, who has the speed 
and athletic ability (he qualified for the Olym- 
pic trials in the decathlon) to have a shot at 
wide receiver as well. 

Even though the New York Giants had 
only one first-round draft choice, they 
picked three players many considered to 
have first-round ability, Running back 
George Adams of Kentucky is a powerful, 
tough back who also can catch well. Stacy 
Robinson led North Dakota State in receiv- 
ing each of the last three years and set 
school records in the 100- and 200-meter 
dashes. Tracy Henderson of lowa State 
was third in the nation in receiving as a 
sophomore in 1983 and fifth as a junior in 
1984. Henderson was dismissed from the 
school's football team in the spring and pe- 
titioned to become eligible for the draft, Al- 
though many scouts didn't have informa- 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


tion on him, his performance on the field 
indicates the Giants may have a sieal. 

Washington traded its first-round draft 
choice to New Orleans for George Rogers 
and had only one pick in the first four 
rounds. With thal, the Redskins chose cor- 
nerback Tory Nixon of San Diego State. Nix- 
on has a knack for the big play and could 
play opposite Darrell Green. Washington 
also chose Raphel Cherry, a left-handed 
quarterback from Hawaii. 


1985 Draft Choices 
PHILADELPHIA 
Round Player DB Oklahoma State 
1 Kevin Allan T Indiana 
2. Randy Cunningham OB Nevada-Las Vegas 
4. Greg Naron G North Carolina 
= Dwayne Jiles LB Texas Tech 
6, Ken Reeves T Texas ARM 
8. Tom Polley LB Nevada-Las Vegas 
9, Dave Toub ae Texas-El Paso 
9, Joe Drake DT Arizona 
10. Mark Kelso DB William & Mary 
11, Herman Hunter RB Tennessee Stale 
12 Todd Russell DB Boston College 
DALLAS 
Round Player Position College 
1 Kevin Brooks DE Michigan 
2, Jesse Penn LB Virginia Tech 
3. Crawlord Kerr G Florida 
4. Robert Lavette AB Georgia Tech 
5, Herschel Walker AB Georgia 
5. Matt Darwin Cc Texas A&M 
6. Kurt Ploeger DE Gustavus Adolphus 
6, Matt Moran G Slantord 
¥, Kan Powe WR Alabama State 
? Jim Hermann DE Brigham Young 
5, Leon Gonzalez WA Bethune-Cookman 
9. Soot Sirasburger LB Nebraska 
10, Joe Jones TE Virginia Tach 
11, Neal Dellocona LB UCLA 
12. Kan Jordan LB Vanderbilt 
ST, LOUIS 
Round Player Position College 
1, Freddie Joe Nunn LB Mississippi 
2 Scott Bergold T Wisconsin 
3 Lance Smith T Louisiana State 
4, Aion Waltley FAB West Virginia 
5. K.0. Gunn TE Clemson 
5. Louis Wonad G Brigham Young 
a Jay Novacek WR Wyoming 
A, Rob Manaca G Vanderbill 
gh. Scott Williams TE Georgia 
10, Dennis Williams SB Furman 
14 Ricky Anderson K Vanderbilt 
12. Lonnie Young DB Michigan Stale 
NEW YORK GIANTS 
Round Player Position College 
1. George Adams RB Kentucky 
Stacy Robinson WA North Dakota State 
a Tyrone Davis DB Clemson 
3 Brian Johnston G North Carolina 
4 Mark Bavaro TE Natre Dame 
5 Tracy Henderson WR lowa Stale 
6. Jack Oliver G Memphis State 
Mark Pembrook DB Cal State-Fullerton 
8 Lee Rouson FAB Colorado 
g Frank Wright NT South Garalina 
10 Gregg Dubroc LB Louisiana State 
"4 Allen Young DB Virginia Tech 
12 Herb Welch DB UCLA 
WASHINGTON 
Round Player Position College 
2. Tary Nixon DB San Diego State 
= Raphel Cherry AB Hawai 
6 Danzell Lee TE Lamar 
7 Jamie Harris KA Oklahoma State 
7 Liane! Vital RB Nicholls State 
8 Barry Wilburn DE Mississippi 
9, Mitch Geier G Troy State 
10. Terry Orr AB Texas 
11- Raleigh Mckenzie G Tennessee 
11 Garry Kimble DB Sam Houston State 
12. Dean Hamel DT Tulsa 
12. Bryant Winn Lay Houston 





Philadelphia would be one of the NFL’s 
top teams if passing were everything, but 
the Eagles’ running attack and running de- 
fense bring them down below average. 

Quarterback Ron Jaworski, who threw for 
2,754 yards a year ago despite breaking a 
lez in November, has one of the best sets of 
receivers in the NFL, A year ago, John Spa- 
gnola led NPC tight ends with 65 recep- 
tions, While running back Wilbert Montgom- 
ery made 60 catches, At wide receiver, Pro 
Bowler Mike Quick caught 61 passes for 
|},052 yards and nine touchdowns. but 






Paul McFadden is one of the NFL's best kickers. 


Kenny Jackson, last year’s first-round draft 
choice who missed much of the season with 
injuries. is considered even better. 

The problem is that Montgomery isn’t as 
effective running the ball as he was. three or 
four years avo, and he has little help in that 
urea. In 1984, he gained 789 yards, while 
number-twa rusher Hubert Oliver had only 
263 yards, 

The offensive line will be better this year 
as right tackle Leonard Mitchell adapts more 
to his shift to offense. He will be joined on 
the line by center Mark Dennard and guard 
Ron Baker, 

The Eagles” pass defense was sixth in the 
NFL. but the rushing defense was twenty- 
third. Safeties Wes Hopkins and Ray Ellis 
combined for 12 interceptions and both 
looked at times to be future Pro Bowl selec- 
tions. The cornerbacks are Elbert Foules and 
Herm Edwards. 

The three-man defensive line helped in 
the passing game by recording 48'% of the 
team’s 60 sacks. End Greg Brown was sec- 
ond in the NFC with 16 sacks, Dennis 
Harrison had 12, and Kenny Clarke had 
[O%5. an unusually high number for a nose 
luckle, 

Philadelphia's linebackers are led by for- 
mer Pro Bowler Jerry Robinson, The other 
inside linebacker is Anthony Griggs, while 
Joel Williams and Reggie Wilkes are on the 
outside, 

The pleasant surprise of 1984 for the Ea- 
gles was kicker Paul McFadden. He made 
4Q-at 37 field goals and finished the season 
with 116 points, 
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Something special in the air. 


No matter what your favorite sporting event, the best way to follow the 
bouncing ball is on American Airlines. American offers winning sched- 
ules, plus special services like pre-reserved seating and no-stop check-in”. 

For reservations, call American or your Travel Agent. American Airlines 
We can make the trip to your next sporting event something special. 
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Something special in the airy 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


CENTRAL DIVISION 


t often is hard to assess the strength of a 

team with a new head coach, Which 

makes prediction in the NFC Central this 
year a very iffy proposition. Three teams 
have new coaches—Tampa Bay's Leeman 
Bennett, Detroit's Darryl Rogers, and Min- 
nesota’s Bud Grant, Well, Grant isn’t exact- 
ly new. but he /y a change from Les Steckel, 
who was in charge in 1984. In Green Bay. 
Forrest Gregg is starting his second season 
with the Packers. Chicago's Mike Ditka 1s 
the dean of NFC Central coaches, although 
he has been on the job there only three years. 

Chicago has made enormous improve- 
ments In Dikta’s short time as head coach. 
and the Bears hope to take that one more 
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Otis Wilson (55), Mike Singletary (50), and Al Harris (40) form the core of the NFL's best defense. 


step to the Super Bowl in 1985. 

Chicago's defense ranked first overall in 
the NFL last year, first against the rush, and 
second against the pass. Defensive coordi- 
nator Buddy Ryan’s forcing, pressuring 
unit. which set an NFL record with 72 
sacks. should be just as effective in 1985. 

Its strength is a line that includes Pro 
Bowl end Richard Dent and Pro Bowl tackle 
Dan Hampton. Dent led the NFC with 17.5 
sacks. Hampton had 11.5, and tackle Steve 
McMichael had 10. 

The mainstay of the Bears’ defense, how- 
ever, is middle linebacker Mike Singletary, 
who was named NFC defensive player of the 
year and went to the Pro Bowl. He is 
flanked by Ottis Wilson. who had 7.5 sacks 
last season, and Al Harris, who will be chal- 
lenged by last year’s first-round draft 
choice, Wilber Marshall. 

The weak link in Chicago's detense ts the 
secondary, which 1s populated with four na- 
tural safeties. The two who line up at corner- 
back are Mike Richardson and Leslie Fra- 
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zier; the two who stay at safety are Gary Fen- 
cik and Pro Bow! selection Todd Bell. 

Chicago's rushing game led the NFL. 
which is no surprise because it has Walter 
Payton, pro football's all-time rushing lead- 
er. Payton, 31. is in his eleventh year, but 
he keeps on playing as if he were a kid. In 
1984, he rushed for 1,684 yards, led the 
team with 45 receptions, and broke a host of 
NFL records, He ts joined in the backfield 
by tough Matt Suhey. 

The Bears have two winners at quarter- 
back. Jim McMahon, the likely starter, had 
the second-best quarterback rating in the 
NFC before he was hurt last year. His re- 
placement, Steve Fuller, not only took the 
Bears to the NFC Championship Game. but 
his pass rating would have led the NFC if he 
had had enough attempts. 

The Bears also have some good receivers, 
Willie Gault is one of the fastest players in 
the NFL, and Dennis McKinnon is flirting 
with stardom. Tight end is open among five 
cundidutes. 





Chicago's young offensive line is getting 
very good very quickly. Tackle Jim Covert 
and center Jay Hilgenberg both were NFC 
Pro Bowl alternates, tackle Keith Van 
Horne is beginning to live up to his first- 
round expectations, and guards Mark Bortz 
and Kurt Becker have vast potential, 

Green Bay hopes to take up this year 
where it left off in 1984. The Packers went 
7-1 the last half of the season, after starting 
|-7. One of the barometers will be running 
buck Eddie Lee Ivery. who gained 552 yards 
(ona 5.6-vard average) the second half of the 
veur. alter missing the first half. Ivery will 
share time with Gerry Ellis, who led the team 
in rushing (581 yards). 

Another important person to keep healthy 
is quarterbuck Lynn Dickey. who overcame 
various injuries to throw for 3,195 yards and 
25 touchdowns tn 1984. His top receiver. as 
usual, was and will be James Lofton. Lofton 
led the NFL in yards per catch, grabbing 62 
passes for 1.361 yards. and a 22.0-yard aver- 
age. The other wide receiver position is 
open between speedster Phillip Epps and 
John Jefferson. Tight end belongs to Paul 
Coffman, who went to the Pro Bowl, 

The offensive line will be a free-for-all in 
training cump. with the best bets to keep 
their jobs being guard Ron Hallstrom and 
former Pro Bow! center Larry McCarren. 

The Packers’ defense was populated by 
new faces last year. which should make it 
even better with a year more experience. 
Rookies Alphonso Carreker and Donnie 
Humphrey started at the ends, with veteran 
Terry Jones at nose tackle. 

The secondary was revamped in 1984, 
too. Free safety Tom Flynn led the NFC 
with nine interceptions as a rookie, and cor- 
nerback Tim Lewis was second in the NFC 
(with seven) tn his first full year as a starter. 
Mark Murphy also had his first full season 
sturting and led the team in tackles, while 
Murk Lee is the left cornerback- 

The linebackers are the strength of Green 
Bay's defense. John Anderson and Mike 
Douglass line up outside. with George Cum- 
by and young Randy Scott on the inside, 

Tampa Bay is coming off its best offen- 
sive season ever, but its usually solid de- 
fense dropped to twentieth in the NFL. Ben- 
nett hopes to avoid the defensive injuries 
that cost the Buccaneers dearly a year ago. 

The leaders of that defense are six-time 
Pro Bowl end Lee Roy Selmon and line- 
backer Hugh Green, who missed half of 
1984 after a car accident. Selmon’s mates 
up front will include nose tackle David 


Tampa Bay's James Wilder is one of the bus- 
iest—and one of the best—all-purpose run- 
ning backs in the NEL. 


































. 


@ @#e@ee,#es sa 











4 





ay I 


san, Great action shots are no accident with Kodacolor VR 400 film. 
alent) SO fast, it can catch the big play. So sharp, it can pick up all the 
ee 100 fury and frustration of the players. So sensitive, it can 
, / "a capture all'the color of the game. Kodacolor VR 400 
film. For pictures that could sweep you off your feet. 





Official Film of the NFL and its 28 member clubs. 





Logan and either John Cannon or Byron 
Braggs at end. 

With the return of Green and Cecil John- 
son on the left, the Buccaneers will be very 











Green Bay perennial all-pro James Lofton. 


Strong at linebacker. Scot Brantley and Jetf 
Davis started a year ago on the inside. 

The secondary should also improve with 
the return from the disabled list of corner- 
back Mike Washington and safety Cedric 
Brown. The other safety will be Beasley 
Reece, while Jeremiah Castille, John Holt, 
and Fred Acorn will battle at cornerback. 

Headlining Tampa Bay's offense is James 
Wilder, who set an NFL record with 407 car- 
ries a year ago. He finished third in the NFL 
in rushing, with 1,544 yards, and third in re- 
ceiving, with 85 receptions. Mel Carver and 
Michael Morton provide depth. 

The quarterback’s job also is secure. In 
1984, Steve DeBerg had the highest pass 
rating ever by a Tampa Bay passer, 79.3 
points, and threw for 3.554 yards. 

Along with Wilder, Tampa Bay’s top pass- 
catchers are wide receivers Kevin House (76 
catches for 1,005 yards) and Gerald Carter 
(60 for 816). Tight end is manned by Jim- 
mie Giles, who slipped to only 24 recep- 
tions, and Jerry Bell, who caught 29. 

The Buccaneers have a Jot of depth on the 
offensive line, with the best players being 
tackle Ron Heller, guard Sean Farrell, and 
yuard-center Randy Grimes. 

Detroit is hoping to rebound under Rog- 
ers to its status of 1983, when it was the 
NFC Central champion. The most important 
ingredient the Lions need is a healthy Billy 
Sims, who missed half of 1984, but still 
rushed for 687 yards on a 5.3-yard average. 
He will be joined in the backfield by full- 
back James Jones, who not only powered for 
532 yards, but also caught a team-record 77 
passes. The top reserve will be Ken Jenkins. 

The Lions’ passing game will change 
drastically. Joe Ferguson was obtained from 
Buffalo where he started most of 12 years. 
and last year’s Lions starter, Gary Danielson 
was traded to Cleveland. Eric Hipple still is 
around for back-up duty. 


Other than the running backs, Ferguson's 
favorite targets promise to be wide receivers 
Leonard Thompson (50 receptions for 773 
yards), Jeff Chadwick (37 for 540), and 
Mark Nichols (34 for 744). The tight end 
will be David Lewis. 

The Lions’ offensive line is unsung, but 
has some good players. most notably tackle 
Keith Dorney and center Steve Mott. 

Detroit will show a new defense this year 
—a 3-4, That will place its best defender— 
Doug English—at a new position, nose 
tackle. But English, who has been to four 
Pro Bowls and is exceptional against the 
run, should make the transition. The ends 
probably will be William Gay. who led the 
team with 10 sacks last year. and former 
tackle Curtis Green. 

The new linebacking situation will see 
former starting end Mike Cofer become a 
blitzing outside linebacker, with Jimmy 
Williams remaining at the other outside line- 
backer. Joining former middle linebacker 
Ken Fantetti on the inside will be Steve 
Doig or Garry Cobb. 

The Lions” secondary was stable in 1984 
and figures to remain so in 1985. The corner- 
backs are Bobby Watkins and Bruce MeNor- 
ton, and the safeties are leading tackler Al- 
vin Hall and William Graham. 

Detroit's kicker is one of the best. Eddie 
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Opp. Rush. Yards (NFL Rank) 86.1 (7) | 134.1 (20) | 139.6 (25) | 112.4 (8) | 160.8 (27) 


126.2 (73) | 111.0 (79) | 126.1 (74) | 115.3 (78) 
Pass. Yards (NFL Rank) 154.5 (26) : 
Opp. Pass. Yards (NFL Rank) 155.4 (2) 


Turnover +/— (NFL Rank) +3 (10) 


Murray hit 20 of 27 field goals in 1984 and 
has made 153 consecutive extra points. 
Minnesota made a significant move to 
improve itself immediately after last season 
ended. The Vikings rehired Bud Grant. one 
of the most successful coaches in pro foot- 
ball history. But the Vikings are in such woe- 
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Minnesota started the draft off on a surprise 
note by trading its number-two position to 
Atlanta for the Falcons’ first- and third- 
round choices. Then the Vikings used the 
number-four position to select stand-up de- 
fensive end Chris Doleman of Pittsburgh, 
who is projected as an outside linebacker. 
Doleman was rated as physically talented 
as any linebacker in the draft, but he had 
not received the publicity of some of the 
others. With seven picks in the first four 
rounds, the Vikings also got some more 
help for the NFL's poorest defense. Alcorn 
State's Issiac Holt could step right into the 
secondary: he shut down Mississippi Val- 
ley's Jerry Rice, a first-round choice by San 
Francisco, in 1984. Linebacker Tim Meam- 
ber, a tough hitter, was a key figure in Wash- 
ington's defense, which was the best in col- 
lege football. The Vikings’ much-injured of- 
fensive line also could get some help from 
Ohio State center Kirk Lowdermilk and Mem- 
phis State tackle Tim Long. Quarterback 
steve Bono of UCLA could be a sleeper. 

Detroit hopes to have improved its offen- 
sive line and linebacking corps. With its 
first two picks, the Lions chose massive 
(6-4, 280) All-America tackle Lomas Brown 
of Florida, who dominated his opponents in 
1984, and center Kevin Glover, who played 
in a pro-style offense at Maryland and then 
was a standout at the Hula Bowl. The Lions 
also moved to upgrade their linebacking by 
selecting James Johnson of San Diego 
State, Kevin Hancock of Baylor, and June 
James of Texas. 

Green Bay started rebuilding its offen- 
sive line, spending three of its first five 
choices there. In the first round, the Pack- 
ers traded up in order to draft tackle Ken 
Ruettgers of USC. Although he had been 
bothered by a series of injuries, Ruettgers 
was perhaps the best pass blocker in the 
draft and had been compared favorably to 
former Trojan (and current Oiler) Bruce 
Matthews. The Packers also chose guard 
Rich Moran of San Diego State, and Mark 
Lewis of Texas A&M, a multi-talented, al- 
though much-injured, tight end. Green Bay 
might have made a fourth-round coup with 
wide receiver Walter Stanley of Mesa (Col- 
orado) College, an elusive receiver and 
crafty kick returner who hasn't played since 
he was at Colorado University in 1981. 

Tampa Bay had only three choices in the 
first six rounds, but made the most of them. 
On the first round, the Buccaneers picked 
Washinaton All-America defensive end 
Ron Holmes, who Is projected as the future 
starter opposite Lee Roy Selmon. The Buc- 
caneers also chose Baylor inside lineback- 
er Ervin Randle and Illinois defensive back 
Mike Heaven. In the eleventh round, Tam- 
pa Bay picked the player with the best nick- 
name in the draft, Memphis State running 
back James (Punkin) Williams. 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


Chicago made the surprise choice of the 
first round. Nose tackle William Perry of 
Clemson was a two-time All-America but 
has had problems with his weight, which 
reportedly has ballooned as high as 390 
pounds, (‘Even when | was little, | was 
big,” Perry says.) lf Perry can stay closer to 
300 pounds and gain some endurance, he 
could be a dominating player. The Bears 
went to the other size extreme, picking 
SMU cornerback Reggie Phillips (5-9, 170) 
in the second round. Chicago also obtained 
Texas Christian University’s long-ball re- 
ceiving threat James Maness and Georgia 
kicker Kevin Butler, the NCAA's all-time 
scoring leader. 


1985 Draft Choices 
MINNESOTA 
Round Player Position College 
1 Chris Doleman LB Pittsburgh 
S. issiac Holl DB Alcorn State 
d, Kirk Lowdermilk Cc Ohio State 
3. Tim Meamber LB Washington 
a. Tim Long J Memptis State 
4, Buster Rhymes WR Oklahoma 
5. Mark MacDonald G Bastion College 
6. Steve Bono OB UCLA 
6, Tim Newton NT Florida 
8. Nikita Blair LB Texas-El Paso 
9. Jaime Covington RB Syracuse 
10 Juan Johnson WAR Langston 
11, Tim Williams DB North Carolina A&T 
12. Byron Jones NT Tulsa 
DETROIT 
Round Player Position College 
1: Lomas Brown T Florida 
Kevin Glover Cc Marylar- 
3 James Johnson LB San Diego State 
4. Kevin Hancock LB. Baylor 
5. Joe Mcintosh RB North Carolina State 
6 Sian Shor G Penn State 
7 Tony Staten DE Angelo Stale 
a. scotty Caldwell RB Texas-Arlington 
9. June James LB Texas 
16, Clayton Beautard WA Auburn 
47. Kevin Harris DB Georgia 
12. Mike Weaver G Georgia 
GREEN BAY 
Round Player Position College 
1 Ken Ruetigers T USC 
3 Rich Moran G san Diego State 
4 Walter Stanley WR Mesa College 
=A Brian Noble LB Arizona State 
6. Mark Lewis TE Tewas A&M 
7 Eric Wilson LB Maryland 
7 Gary Ellerson AB Wisconsin 
8. Ken Stills DB Wisconsin 
9, Morrie Johnson G Alabama 44M 
10. Ronnie Burgess DB Wake Forest 
11, Joe Shield O08 Trinity, Gann. 
12, Jim Meyer P Arizona Stale 
TAMPA BAY 
Round Player Position College 
1. Rion Holmes DE Washington 
| Ervin Randle LB Baylor 
4. Mike Heaven DB. ings 
J Mike Prior De lino State 
6. Phil Freeman WR Arizona 
9. Steve Calabria OB Colgate 
10. Donald Igwebuike K Clemson 
11 James Williams RB Memphis State 
12. dim Rocklord DB Oklahoma 
12 dim Melka LB Wisconsin 
CHICAGO 
Round Player Position College 
1. William Perry DT Clemson 
2. Reggie Phillips DB SMU 
r B James Maness WR Texas Christian 
4, Kevin Butler K Georgia 
7. Charles Bennett DE S.\W. Louisiana 
5, Steve Buxton cI Indiana State 
9, Thomas Sanders AB Texas A&M 
10. Pat Coryatt DT Baylor 
1 James Mornssey LB Michigan State 


ful shape that even Grant probably won't be 
able to turn them around immediately. 

The first place the Vikings need help is 
with the passing game. All three quarter- 
bucks— Tommy Kramer, Archie Manning, 
und Wade Wilson—were abused by lack of 
protection from their offensive line, 

That offensive line needs to be stabilized, 
Tickles Steve Riley and Tim Irwin were sea- 
son-lonw starters. but could be replaced this 
yeur by Terry Tausch and Curtis Rouse, 
each of wham played guard last year. Simt- 
lurly. guards Jim Hough and Ron Sams 
played center in 1984, The pieture won't be 
fully worked out until training camp. 

The reeciving end of the passing game 
features a fair amount of talent. Leo Lewis 
led the Vikings with 47 receptions in 1984, 
und he is joined at wide receiver by Mike 
Jones and l0-year veteran Sammy White. 
Steve Jordan caught 38 passes in his first 
yeur us the starting tight end, 

The Vikings have a balanced running 
gume. In 1984. rookie Alfred Anderson led 
the team with 773 yards and three touch- 
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Minnesota rushing leader Alfred Anderson. 


downs. In addition. former 1.000-yard rush- 
er Ted Brown and first-round draft choice 
Darrin Nelson combined tor 848 yards. 

The Vikings’ defense ranked twenty-sixth 
against the puss. twenty-seventh against the 
run, und last in the NFL overall, Up front. 
nose tuckle Charlie Johnson is excellent 
against the run, but the Vikings started six 
combinations at end during the 1984 seuson, 

Minnesota's linebackers ure a mixture of 
youth and expertenee, Robin Sendlein (hitth 
yeur) und Matt Blair (twelfth year) ure on 
the outside, Walker Lee Ashley (third year) 
and Seott Studwell (ninth yeur) are on the 
inside, 

There will be a lot of joekeving for start- 
ne jobs in the secondary, Strong salety 
Tom Hannon was the only season-long 
sturter in 1984. Carl Lee or Joey Browner 
most likely will be at free safety. with John 
Swain, Willie Teal. and Rufus Bess fighting 
out at comerback, 

The steadiest part of Minnesota's attack ts 
the kicking game, Jan Stenerud was selected 
to the Pro Bow] ut age 41 after hitting on 20 
of 23 field goals, Gree Coleman's 36,6-yard 
net punting average led the NFC, 








THE PEOPLE 
CREATED THE Z CAR AND STARTED 
A SPORTS CAR REVOLUTION. 





Nissan created 
the first Z car to 
provide the average driver with a true sports car 
they could afford. Within a year, the new Nissan 
Z car dominated the Sports Car Club of America’s 
C-production racing class. It went on to win the 
championship for ten straight years. Within a 
decade, the Z became the most popular sports 
car in the world. 

Today there's an awesome new Z car. The 300 
ZX Turbo. An achievement that proudly bears 
the name of its parent—NISSAN. 

For uniformity worldwide, the names of all 
Nissan cars and trucks have been changed from 


THE NAME IS 


NISSAN 

















Datsun to Nissan. 
The same Nissan 
that for 50 years has served the automotive 
needs of people in over 150 countries and six 
continents. The same Nissan engineers and scien- 
tists who are developing new power plants, pol- 
lution-free fuels and the electric car. The same 
Nissan that builds not merely high-quality trans- 
portation...but vehicles that are truly “Major 
Motion: 

This message has been brought to you by 
Nissan Motor Corporation in U.S.A., authorized 


distributor for , 
TEE 


Nissan Ltd., Japan. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFER ENCE 


WESTERN DIVISION 


doesn’t figure to be great theater in 

1985. Matter of fact, as the season ap- 
proaches, the major uncertainty appears to 
be who will win the fight between New Or- 
leans and Atlanta for third place. That's the 
way it seents, anyway. But you know how 
truth is sometimes stranger than fiction. 

If San Francisco played every game the 
way it played the Super Bowl last January, 
the 49ers might never lose again. They ran 
up a Super Bowl-record 537 yards while 
holding the top offense in the history of the 
NFL’s regular season to one touchdown. It 
was a case in which everyone really was a 
star, 

The biggest star of the Super Bowl, the 
man who was its most valuable player, was 
Joe Montana. In six years, Montana has be- 
come the NFL’s all-time passing leader, 
establishing a reputation as a winner in the 
mold of Otto Graham or Roger Staubach. In 
1984, Montana led the NFC in passing, com- 
pleting 64.6 percent of his attempts for 
3,630 yards and 28 touchdowns. And when 
playoff time came, he became the 49ers’ 
number-two rusher, with 144 yards in three 
games. 

Montana is among the most versatile quar- 
terbacks, but San Francisco also has re- 
ceivers who run the gamut of abilities. 
Dwight Clark is normally a possession-type 
receiver, but his surprising speed has helped 
him to catch 349 passes in the last five 
years. On the other side, 11-year veteran 
Freddie Solomon hasn't lost much of his 
speed, as shown by his 18.7-yard average 
and 10 touchdown catches in 1984. Tight 
ends Russ Francis, Earl Cooper, and John 
Frank combined for 71 receptions last year, 
the same number caught by running back 
Roger Craig. 

The counterbalance to Montana's passing 
is the running of Craig and Wendell Tyler. 
In 1984, Tyler set a team record with 1,262 
yards, while averaging 5.1 yards per carry, 
Craig gained 649 yards and scored 10 touch- 
downs, before scoring three more in the 
Super Bowl, 

San Francisco's offensive line began to 
get some much-deserved recognition in 
1984. Guard Randy Cross, center Fred Quil- 
lan. and tackle Keith Fahnhorst were selected 
to the NFC Pro Bow! team. Yet John Ayers 
is recognized as the best pass blocker, and 
Bubba Paris may have the most potential. 

It is hard to believe that even with an all- 
Pro Bowl secondary, pass defense was the 
statistical Weakness of the 49ers, But that is 
just because so many teams had to pass to 
iry to catch up. That is tough to do against 
such all-star performers as cornerbacks Ron- 
nie Lott and Eric Wright and safeties Carlton 


FF or lovers of suspense, the NFC West 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


15-1 


LOS ANGELES 


10-6 


NEW ORLEANS 
Yu 
ATLANTA 


4-12 








Eric Dickerson—2, 105 yards and counting. 


Williamson and Dwight Hicks. 

The budding star in the 49ers” defense is 
linebacker Keena Turner, who went to his 
first Pro Bow! after leading the team in inter- 
ceptions. He is joined on the outside by Dan 
Bunz. with tackling leader Riki Ellison, in- 
spirational Jack Reynolds, and young Jim 
Fahnhorst on the inside. 

The 49ers” defensive line really came on 
with the late-season return of Fred Dean last 
year. This year, Dean, sack leader Dwaine 
Board (10), and Lawrence Pillers will again 
rotate at end. with Manu Tuiasosopo and 
former Olympian Michael Carter sharing 
time at nose tackle. Gary (Big Hands) John- 
son is an effective designated pass rusher. 


The 49ers can't ask for much more out of 


their kicking game. In 1984, Ray Wersching 
led the NFL in scoring with 131 points. con- 
verting 56 extra points without a miss and 
hitting 25 of 35 field goals. 

Los Angeles rode Eric Dickerson and a 
tough rushing defense to the playoffs last 
year, This year the Rams hope to challenge 
the 49ers after adding the passing attack 
they were missing in 1984. 

When you examine the Rams, vou start 
with Dickerson. In his second year, he 
broke O.J. Simpson’s single-season rushing 
record by gaining 2,105 yards on 379 car- 
ries, an astounding 5.6-yard average. He 
also caught 21 passes and led the NFC with 
14 touchdowns. 

The Rams led the NFL with a 5.3-yard 
rushing average. The other backs who 
helped achieve that were Barry Redden (247 
yards and a 5,5-yard average) and Dwayne 
Crutchfield (337 yards). 

The new face in the Rams’ plan is ata 
most important position—quarterback. 
Dieter Brock joined the club in the offseason 
after an I]-year career in which he estab- 
lished himself as one of the greatest passers 
in Canadian Football League history. The 
Rams were certain enough of Brock, 34, 
that Robinson named him number-one upon 
his arrival. The other quarterbacks are Jeff 
Kemp, who led the Rams to a wild-card 
berth in 1984 when he replaced Vince Fer- 
ragamo, and Steve Dils. 

With a new quarterback situation, the 
Rams hope to get more production than last 
year, when they ranked twenty-seventh In 
the league in passing, That improvement 
will depend somewhat on the ability of the 
quarterback to get the ball to young wide re- 
ceivers Henry Ellard. who led the club with 
34 catches in 1984. and Olympic sprinter 
Ron Brown, who averaged 20.8 yards per 
catch. The Rams’ passing game also makes 
use of tight end David Hill and U-back Mike 
Guman. 

The Rams’ line is as tough as Dickerson. 
Center Doug Smith and guard Kent Hill 
went to the Pro Bowl last year, tackle Bill 
Bain made one all-pro team. and tackle Jack- 
i¢ Slater was a Pro Bowler before he was in- 


jured last season. 


Defensively, ends Reggie Doss and Jack 
Youngblood (a 15-year veteran) and nose 
tackle Greg Meisner are quite effective 
against the run, but don’t put enough pres- 
sure on the passer. That, in turn, puts a lot 
of pressure on a secondary that could be one 
of the NFL's best if it can avoid the injuries 
of last year. At cornerback, the Rams have 
former Pro Bow! starter Gary Green and Le- 


In only his second year in the NFL, Riki 
Ellison led San Francisco in tackles. 
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Oy, NEW GLASS BOTTLE 
PACKS MORE PUNCH! 


More Hawaiian Punch! Sixty-four super ounces ina clear, glass bottle 
that’s easy to open. Easy to pour. Easy to store. So the next time you re 
looking for the refreshing taste of Hawaiian Punch* Fruit Punch, look 
for our SUPER 64! In tive flavors that all pack more punch! 
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Roy Irvin; the safeties are two former all- 
pros. Johnnie Johnson and Nolan Cromwell. 
Versatile Eric Harris and Vince Newsome 
can play any of the secondary positions. 

The top Rams defender of 1984 was line- 
backer Jim Collins, who led the team with 
[86 tackles, The other starters in the Rams’ 
four-linebacker set most likely will be Carl 
Ekern, George Andrews. and Mel Owens. 

The Rams have one of the best return 
games in the NFL. Ellard led the NFC in 
punt returns with a 13.4-yard average, was 
the only player in the league to return two 
punts for touchdowns. and was selected to 
the Pro Bowl. Redden led the NFC with a 
23.0-yard kickoff return average. Kicker 
Mike Lansford also is among the best, In 
1984, he scored 112 points, including 25 
field goals in 33 attempts. 

New Orleans has the second owner in its 
history (Tom Benson), and is hoping to have 
its first winning season. But the Saints have 
a lot of questions to answer first. 

Phillips solved his major problem by trad- 
ing running back George Rogers to the Wash- 
ington Redskins, Rogers had been the main 
man in New Orleans for four years, and he 
led the Saints last year with 918 yards. But 
there was a new kid on the block in 1984. 

Earl Campbell, who Phillips brought from 
Houston last season, is the new key man in 
the running game. Campbell gained only 
190 yards last season as a part-time perform- 
er. but can be counted on as the main force 
for 1985, The local favorite is Hokie Gajan. 
an LSU product who gained 615 yards and 
averaged an NFL-leading 6.0 yards per 
carry. Former starter Wayne Wilson and ex- 
plosive Tyrone Anthony also are in the run- 
ning for starting positions. 

At quarterback, the question is: Can Rich- 
ard Todd do the job? A year ago. his first in 
New Orleans, Todd finished last among 
Starting quarterbacks in NFC passing. throw- 
ing for 2,178 yards and 11 touchdowns but 
also 19 interceptions. His challenge will 
come from Dave Wilson, who started the 
last two games of 1984. 

The Saints also aren’t sure of their receiv- 
ers, because Gajan led the club with only 35 
catches. Hoby Brenner is a sure thing at 
tight end, but the wide receiver spots are 
open, with slow-but-sure Jeff Groth, Tyrone 
Young (who averaged 20.6 yards per catch 
in 1984), former Canadian star Eugene Good- 
low, and former first-round choice Lindsay 
Scott vying for starting jobs. 

The Saints” line is a plus—if it can stay 
healthy. Tackle Dave Lafary and guards 
Louis Oubre and Brad Edelman cach missed 
significant parts of the season in 1984, They 
all return, as does starter Steve Korte at 
guard, 

New Orleans’s defense is very good. . 
and very shaky. Overall it ranked fourth in 
the league. and it was first against the pass. 
But the Saints ranked twenty-sixth against 
the run, There is reasonable expectation, how- 
ever, for immediate improvement against 
the rushing game. Nose tackle Derland 
Moore returns for his thirteenth season after 
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Hokie Gajan averaged six yards for Saints. 


suffering a string of injuries in 1984, and 
end Tony Elliot is back after leaving the 
team for personal reasons. The other end, 
Bruce Clark, was chosen to play in the Pro 
Bowl last year. 

Another Pro Bow! defender was outside 
linebacker Rickey Jackson, who led the 
team with 12 sacks. Whitney Paul. the 
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Suints’ best pass-coverage linebacker is on 
the other side. In the middle are Jim Kovach 
and Dennis Winston. 

Despite their high ranking, the Saints’ sec- 
ondary intercepted only |3 passes in 1984. 
But all four members return after starting 
every game a year ago. The cornerbacks are 
Johnnie Poe and Dave Waymer; the safeties 
ure Russell Gary and Frank Wattelet. 

The Saints are secure in their kicking 
game. Brian Hansen was the NFC’s Pro 
Bowl punter as a rookie last year after lead- 
ing the conference with a 43.8-yard aver- 
age, Morten Andersen scored 94 points and 
made 20 of 27 field goals. 

Atlanta’s main concern for 1985 ts ob- 
vious—an offense that stumbled under 
three different quarterbacks to rank nine- 
teenth in the league, Steve Bartkowski is 
back for his eleventh season, but he has be- 
come increasingly immobile and spent the 
end of 1984 on injured reserve. When he did 
get to play, he still was effective, however. 
He finished third in the NFC in passing, com- 
pleting a league-high 67.3 percent of his 
passes. The other quarterbacks on the team 
are Mike Moroski, who threw for two touch- 
downs and nine interceptions a year ago; 
David Archer, who looked good in very lim- 
ited action; and rookie Ben Bennett. 

If the Falcons have someone to pass the 
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Atlanta hoped to use this draft to revitalize 
its aging line, and the Falcons might have 
done it with one selection. With the second 
choice in the draft, the Falcons chose three- 
time Pittsburgh All-America tackle Bill Fra- 
lic. A weightlifter who has built himself into 
an imposing figure (6-5, 285), Fralic was 
the consensus pick as the best offensive 
lineman in the draft, and a player compara- 
ble to former teammate Jim Covert (now 
with the Bears), In the second round, Atlan- 
la landed another player many scouts had 
listed as a sure-fire first rounder, defensive 
end Mike Gann of Notre Dame, who could 
fit into Atlanta's young defensive line. The 
Falcons also drafted wide receiver Emile 
Harry of Stanford, one of the best receivers 
in the nation in 1983 before having an off- 
year as a senior. An eighth-round bonus 
might have been safety Ashley Lee of Virgin- 
ia Tech, who finished sixth in the nation in 
interceptions, 

A team as strong as Super Bowl XIX 
champion San Francisco doesn't need 
much, but the 49ers still had a coup in the 
first round, Sensing that they might be able 
to obtain a wide receiver they wanted, the 
49ers traded up, obtaining New England's 
first-round pick. With that choice, they took 
Mississippi Valley State's Jerry Rice, who 
set Division |-AA records with 103 recep- 
tions for 1,682 yards and 27 touchdowns in 
1984, Rice, the NCAA all-division career 
receiving leader with 301 catches for 4,689 
yards, could be the 49ers’ eventual replace- 
ment for Freddie Solomon, In the third 
round, San Francisco got another windfall. 
Ricky Moore of Alabama was considered 
one of the nation’s. best running backs be- 
fore Alabama collapsed in 1984, A classic 
fullback, Moore could give San Francisco a 
real power threat up the middle if he can 
keep his weight down. In the fifth round, 
oan Francisco chose tackle Bruce Collie of 
Texas-Arlington. 

The New Orleans Saints hoped to bring 
the NFL's twenty-sixth-rated rushing de- 
fense in line with the top-rated pass de- 
fense. So they went for two linebackers in 
the first three rounds, The first was Alvin 
Toles, who moved to linebacker from full- 
back as a junior at Tennessee. Toles 
missed part of his senior year with a broken 
leg, but the Saints rated him as having vir- 
tually unlimited potential on the inside, In 
the third round, the Saints chose USC All- 
America Jack Del Rio, a hard hitter and ex- 
cellent pass rusher, although his pass cov- 
erage is suspect. New Orleans also might 
have improved its offense with the acquisi- 
tion of tackle Daren Gilbert of Cal State- 
Fullerton, Gilbert, 21, is one of the youngest 
players in the draft, and could be a force 
for years with added weight and exper- 
lence. Eric Martin of Louisiana State could 
be a late-round bonus for the Saints’ receiy- 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


ing game. The all-conference wide receiver 
has fine hands and runs well after making 
the catch, although his speed is suspect. 

The Los Angeles Rams didn t expect two- 
time All-America safety Jerry Gray of Tex- 
as to be available when they drafted. But 
he was, and they took him, despite the fact 
that the secondary has been a Rams 
strength. Gray was rated one of the top five 
players in the draft by many scouts, but still 
was available late because safeties gener- 
ally aren't high drafting priorities. In the sec- 
ond round, the Rams landed another gem, 
Chuck Scott of Vanderbilt. Scott played a 
number of positions in college—tight end, 
flanker, slotback, and split end—but he is 
projected as a wide receiver with the 
Rams. He has been likened to Seattle's 
Steve Largent: without exceptional speed, 
but a smart, productive receiver with good 
hands and excellent concentration, The 
Rams also picked the first punter of the 
draft, Dale Hatcher of Clemson, in the third 
round, The Rams made two excellent 
choices in the late stages of the draft. In 
the tenth round they picked Duval Love of 
UCLA, a quard who could be among the 
best in the draft if he can keep his weight 
down. And in the eleventh round, the Rams 
picked Heisman Trophy winner Doug Flu- 
tie, who currently is playing for the New Jer- 
sey Generals. 


1985 Draft Choices 

ATLANTA 

Round Player Position College 
1, Bill Fralic 7 Pittsburgh 

Mike Gann DE Notre Dame 

4 Emile Harry WR Stanlord 
6. Reggie Pleasanl! DB Clamsan 
8 Ashley Lee DB Virginia Tech 
B Ronnie Washinglon LB NLE. Louisiana 
8. Micah Moan L5 North Carolina 

10. Brent Martin GC Staniord 

17 John Ayres DB inaws 

12 Ken Whisenhunt TE Georgia Tach 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Round Player Position College 
= Jerry Rice WR Mississippi Valley 
=. Ricky Moore RB Alabama 
5. Bruce Collie T Texas-Arlington 
6. Scott Barry QB Cal-Davis 

11, David Wood DE Arizona 

12. Donald Chumiey DT Georgia 

LOS ANGELES 

Round Player Position College 
1. Jerry Gray DB Texas 
2 Chuck Scott WR Vanderbilt 
3 Dale Hatcher P Clemson 
5. Kevin Greene LB Auburn 
6. Mike Young WR UCLA 
6 Damone Johnson TE Cal Poly-SLO 
7? Danny Bradley FB Oklahoma 
8 Marion Meintyre RB Pittsburgh 
9. Gary Swanson LB Cal Poly-SLO 
10. Duval Love G UCLA 
11 Dowg Flute OB Boston College 
hy Kevin Brown DB Northwestern 

NEW ORLEANS 

Round Player Position College 
1 Alvin Toles LB Tennessee 
2 Daren Gilbert T Cal State-Fullerton 
| Jack Del Rio La USC 
4 Billy Allen DB Florida State 
td Enc Martin WR Louisiana Stale 
8. Joe Kohibrand DE Miami 
9. Earl Johnson DB South Carolina 

10 Terry Orr AB Texas 

12 Treg Songy DB Tulane 





ball. they have the receivers to do something 
with it. Billy (White Shoes) Johnson’s status 
is uncertain after knee surgery, but Stacey 
Bailey and Alfred Jackson performed admira- 
bly in his absence last year. Bailey had 67 re- 
ceptions for 1,138 yards, and Jackson 52 for 
731. Tight end Arthur Cox and U-baeck Cliff 
Benson combined for 60 catches, and run- 
ning back Gerald Riggs had 42. 

Riggs probably will be “The Man’” for 
Atlanta again this year. In 1984. he replaced 






Gerald Riggs—do-everything man in Atlanta. 


injured William Andrews and finished 
fourth in the NPL in rushing with 1,486 
yards and 13 touchdowns, The return of An- 
drews from nerve damage in his knee is 
doubtful. Riggs will get occasional back- 
field relief from Lynn Cain. 

The Faleons have much the same line that 
was recognized as one of the best several 
years ago, The members seemed to have 
slowed down u bit. though. Center Jeff Van 
Note is back for his seventeenth season, 
while R-C, Thielemann and John Scully re- 
main at guard, and Mike Kenn with Brett 
Miller at tackle. 

The Falcons’ defense ranked fifteenth in 
the NFL in 1984. but accounted for only 38 
sucks and |2 interceptions, Some changes 
will be made to help improve on those num- 
bers. 

On the line, last year’s star rookie tackle, 
Rick Bryan, will switch positions with end 
Mike Pitts, Don Smith should remain at the 
other end, with left tackle becoming a battle- 
field, 

similarly. the Faleons will be testing peo- 
ple at cornerback, where Bobby Butler has 
been a disappointment. At tree safety. sec- 
ond-year man Seo Case will have a shot at 
Tom Pridemore’s job, The strong safety will 
be Kenny Johnson, while the other corner- 
back wall be former salety James Britt, 

Middle linebacker is the most secure posi- 
tion on the defense. with Buddy Curry hold- 
ing down that job. The outside linebackers 
will come from among John Rade, Al Rich- 
urdson, David Frye. and Thomas Benson. 

One solid point for Atlanta last year was 
the kicking gume, where Mick Luckhurst hit 
20 of 27 field goals, and Ralph Giacomarro 
averaged 42.0) yards per punt, 


if your next color TV 
doesnt bring you stereo broadcasts, 
youre only getting half aTV. 


TV sound is going to be broadcast in stereo. across the screen so will their voices. The effect is 
Make sure your next TV can receiveit. Panasonic @Mazingly realistic. 

adds true stereo sound to our spectacular Saat 3 | 
CompuFocus’ picture with Data-Grade. Any- COEUR eins Damage. 

thing less won't give you the whole picture. i eee Se UE 
CompuFocus is an advanced system of video optics 
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stereo. So, make sure your next color TV is ready. they give you an incredibly sharp picture. 

Introducing the Panasonic CTF-2077R. Our new bole Me -Wic-t-loh"ancolam-]i Mm dal ac-\nam<-taalare) (elem agr- 
Square-Corner 20" color TV (meas diag). It receives full will center around your TV. Data-Grade lets you read 


stereo broadcasts. Through its integrated amplifier. the fine print from computers, Teletext and Videotex. 
Decoder. And built-in stereo speakers. For the first | And RGB brings pure color to computer graphics. 
time, TV sound will have depth and motion. From Panasonic color TV. With stereo. CompuFocus. 
movies to musical performances. As people move _—_ And Data-Grade. For the whole picture. | 
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LONGEST RUN FROM SCRIMMAGE 

81. Billy Sims, Detroit vs. San Diego, Sept. 30 

LONGEST PASS PLAY 

90, Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia vs. St 
Louis, Oct, 28 (TD) 

LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN 

49, Tim Lewis. Green Bay vs. L.A. Rams. Nov. 18 (TD) 

LONGEST PUNT RETURN 

83. Henry Ellard, L.A. Rams vs. N.Y. Giants. Sept. 30 
(TD) 

LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN 

97, Del Rodgers. Green Bay vs. Chicago. Dec 9 (TD) 

LONGEST FUMBLE RETURN 

61, Andy Headen, N.Y. Giants vs. Dallas. Sept. 9 (TD) 

LONGEST PUNT 

87, David Finzer, Chicago vs. New Orleans, Oct 7 

LONGEST FIELD GOAL 

54. Jan Stenerud, Minnesota vs. Atlanta, Sept, 16 

MOST YARDS RUSHING, GAME 

individual 

215, Enc Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. Houston, Dec. 9 

Team 

302, Chicago vs. Denver, Sept, 9 
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Billy Sims had an 81-yard run 


MOST YARDS PASSING, GAME 
Individual 
468, Neil Lomax, St. Lows vs. Washington, Dec. 16 
Team 
444, St Louis vs. Washington, Dec, 16 
MOST YARDS RECEIVING, GAME 
individual 
206, James Lofton. Green Bay vs. Denver, Oct. 15 
| MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS, GAME 
Individual 
| 43, James Wider. Tampa Bay vs, Green Bay, Sept 30 
(OT) 
Team 
54, Washington vs. New England, Sept, 23 
St. Louis vs. New England, Dee, 2 
| MOST PASSES, GAME 
| Individual 
54, oleve DeBerg, Tampa Bay vs. Kansas Cily, Oct. 2A 
MOST PASSES COMPLETED, GAME 
Individual 
37. Neil Lomax. Si. Louis vs. Washington, Dec. 16 
MOST TOUCHDOWN PASSES, GAME 
Individual 
. Phil Simms, N.Y. Giants vs. Philadelphia, Sept. 2 
Gary Danielson, Detroit vs. Minnesota, Sept. 23 
Joe Theismann, Washington vs. Indianapolis, Oct, 7 
Lynn Dickey, Green Bay vs, Detroit. Oct. 28 
Lynn Dickey, Green Bay vs. Minnesota, Nov, 11 
Danny White. Dallas vs. Washington, Dec 9 
MOST RECEPTIONS, GAME 
Individual 
12. Ollis Anderson, St. Louis vs. Washington. Dec. 16 
MOST TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS, GAME 
Individual 
4, Leonard Thompson, Detroit vs. Minnesota, Sept, 23 
Art Monk, Washington vs. Indianapolis, Oct. 7 
MOST TOUCHDOWNS, GAME 
Individual 
3, Leonard Thompson, Detroil vs. Minnesota, Sept, 23 
Lynn Gain. Allanta vs. L.A. Rams, Oct. 7 
Art Monk, Washington vs. Indianapolis, Oct, 7 
Joe Morris. N.Y. Giants vs. Washington, Oct, 28 
Otis Wonsley. Washington vs. Detroit. Nov. 11 
Eddie Lee lvery, Green Bay vs. L.A, Rams, Nov, 18 
Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. Tampa Bay, Nov. 25 


= 


48 
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Team marks are listed only when (hey differ fram individual Maras 





The ageless, efficient Jan Stenerud. 


Team 
6. Atlanta vs. Houston, Sept, 23 
Chicago vs. Tampa Bay, Oct. 21 
Green Bay vs. Minnesota, Nov, 11 
San Francisco vs. Minnesota. Dec 4 
MOST POINTS, GAME 
Individual 
18, Same as above 
Team 
51, San Francisco vs. Minnesota, Dec, 8 
MOST FIELD GOALS, GAME 
individual 
5, Jan Slenerud. Minnesota vs, Delrail, Sept. 23 
MOST INTERCEPTIONS BY, GAME 
Individual 
3, Vernon Dean, Washington vs, NY. Giants. Sept, 16 
Tom Fiynn, Green Bay vs. Detroit, Oct. 28 
Team 
6, Chicago vs. Tarnpa Bay. Sept, 2 
MOST SACKS BY, GAME 
individual 
5, Randy Holloway. Minnesola vs. Atlanta. Sept. 16 
Team 
12, Chicago vs, Detroil, Dec. 16 
HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE, GAME 
Individual (minimum: 20 passes) 
66.2, Steve DeBerg, Tampa Bay vs. Detroit, Oct, 14 
(25 29) 
MOST CONSECUTIVE 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES 
Individual 
6. Waller Payton, Chicago, Sept, 9- Oct, 14 
Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams, Nov. 4-Dec.9 
MOST CONSECUTIVE 300-YARD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 
3, Lynn Dickey. Green Bay, Oct. 7 - Oct, 21 
Joe Montana, San Francesco, Oct. 14 - Oct. 28 
MOST 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES 
Individual 
12, Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams 
MOST 100-YARD RECEIVING GAMES 
Individual 
6, Roy Green, St. Louis 
James Lofton, Green Bay 
MOST 300-YARD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 
f, Neil Lomax, St. Lows 
MOST 400-YARD PASSING GAMES 
Individual 
1, Nei Lomax, St. Lows 
Phil Simms, N.Y. Giants 
200-VYARD RUSHING GAMES 
Individual 
215, Enc Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. Houston, Dec. § 
208, Enc Dickerson, L.A. Rams vs. St. Lours. Nov. 4 
202, Gerald Riggs, Allanta vs. New Orleans. Sept. 2 


1984 NFC 
Individual Leaders 


SCORING 

131, Ray Wersching. San Francisco 
RUSHING 

2,105, Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams 





PASSING 

102.9, Joe Montana, San Francisco 
RECEIVING 

106, Art Monk, Washington 
INTERCEPTIONS 

9, Tom Flynn, Green Bay 
PUNTING 

43.8, Brian Hansen, New Orleans 
PUNT RETURNS 

13.4. Henry Ellard, L.A. Rams 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

23.0, Barry Redden, L.A. Rams 
SACKS 

17.5, Richard Dent, Ghicaga 





Mick Luckhurst—long-range kicker. 


1984 NFL Records 
in the NFC 


Most Points After Touchdown, No Misses, Season — 
56, Ray Wersching™ 

Most Field Goals, Career— 355, Jan Stenenid® 

Most Field Goals, 50 or More Yards, Career— 17, Jan 
Stenerud* 

Most Field Goals, 50 or More Yards, Game — 2, Mick 
Luekhurst, Oct. 7: Paul McFadden, Nov_4 

Most Rushing Attempts, Career— 3.047, Waller Pay- 
ton 

Most Rushing Attempts, Season— 407. James Wilder 

Most Rushing Attempts, Game—43, James Wilder. 
Sept. 30°° 

Most Yards Rushing, Career— 13.309, Waller Payton 

Most Seasons, 1.000 or More Yards Rushing—8, 
Walter Payton" 

Most Yards Rushing, Season — 2,105, Eric Dickerson 

Most Games, 100 or More Yards Rushing, Season— 
12, Eric Dickerson 

Highest Completion Percentage, Career (minimum: 
1,500 passes)— 63.7, Joe Montana® 

Most Pass Receptions, Season — 106, Ari Monk 

Most Touchdowns, Opponents’ Fumbles Recovered. 
Career—3, Tom Howard" 

Most Combined Attempts, Season 
er 

Most Combined Yards Gained, Career— 17.304, Walter 
Payton 

Most Games Won, Team, Season — 15, San Francisco 

Most Safeties. Team. Game—43. L.A, Rams vs. ALY 
Giants, Sept. 30 

Most Seasons Leading League, Yards Rushing, Team 

=14, Chicago’ 

Most Passes, Both Teams, Game— 100. Tampa Bay 
(54) vs. Kansas Cily (46), Oct. 28 

Most Times Sacked, Team, Game 
cago, Dec. 16 

Most Touchdowns, Fumbles Recovered, Team, Game 
— 2, Washinglan vs. San Diego, Sept. 16°" 

Most Seasons Leading League, Fewes! Net Yards 
Rushing and Passing Allowed, Team—6, Chicago"* 
Most Seasons Leading League, Fewest Yards Rush- 

ing Allowed, Team — 7. Chicago"’ 
Most Sacks, Team, Season— 72. Chicago 
" exlended own record 
fied recara 


496, James Wild- 


12, Detroit! vs. Chi- 
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1985 Schedule 
ATLANTA FALCONS 


DETROIT 
at San Francisco 
DENVER 


$29 atL.A.Rams 

O68 SANFARANCISCO 
O13 at Seattle 

020 NEW ORLEANS 
O27 at Dallas 

N3 WASHINGTON 
N10 ©6at Philadelphia 
NiF L.A. RAMS 

N24 at Chicago 

D1 L.A. RAIDERS 
DB at Kansas City 
DIS MINNESOTA 
D22 atNew Orleans 


CHICAGO BEARS 

S8 TAMPA BAY 

515 NEW ENGLAND 
$19 at Minn. (Thurs.) 
529 WASHINGTON 
O6 at Tampa Bay 
013 at San Francisco 
020 GREEN BAY (Mon.) 
O27 MINNESOTA 

N3 at Green Bay 
N10 DETROIT 

Ni? at Dallas 

N24 ATLANTA 

D4 at Miarni (Mon, ) 
D8 = INDIANAPOLIS 
DiS atN.¥. Jets (Sat.) 
D22 at Detroit 


DALLAS COWBOYS 

$9 WASHINGTON (Mon.} 
$15 at Detroit 

S22 CLEVELAND 

$29 atHouston 

O06  atN.Y. Giants (night) 
013 PITTSBURGH 

020 at Philadelphia 

O27 ATLANTA 

N3 = at St. Louis (Mon.) 
N10 atWashington 

Ni? CHICAGO 

N24 PHILADELPHIA 

N28 ST.LOUIS (Thanks.) 
al Cincinnati 

Di5 N.Y. GIANTS 

De2 al San Francisco 


DETROIT LIONS 

S& = at Allanta 

$15 DALLAS 

$22 at Indianapolis 
$29 TAMPA BAY 

O6 at Green Bay 

O13 atWashington 
O20 SAN FRANCISCO 
MLAMI 

N3 = at Minnesota 

N10 at Chicago 

Ni?) MINNESOTA 

N24 at Tampa Bay 
N28 N.Y. JETS (Thanks.) 
D&S atNew England 
D15 GREEN BAY 

D22 CHICAGO 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 
$8 atNew England 

515 W.Y¥. GIANTS 

S22 N.Y. JETS at Milw. 
S529 at St. Louis 

06 DETROIT 

O13 MINNESOTA at Milw, 
021 at Chicago (Mon.) 
O27 at Indianapolis 

N3 CHICAGO 

N10 ©6atMinnesota 

Ni?) WN. ORLEANS at Milw. 
N24 atL.A. Rams 

D1 TAMPA BAY 

DB = MIAMI 

D15 at Detroit 

D22 at Tampa Bay 







1984 Results 


atNew Orleans 36-28 
DETROIT" 24-27 
at Minnesota 20-27 
HOUSTON 42-10 
alSanFranciseo 5-14 
at L.A. Rams 30-28 


N.Y. GIANTS 7-19 


L.A. RAMS 10-24 
al Pittsburgh 10-35 
al Washington 14-27 
NEW ORLEANS 13-17 
CLEVELAND f-20 
at Cincinnati 14-35 
SAN FRANCISCO 17-35 
at Tampa Bay 6-23 


PHILADELPHIA 26-10 


TAMPA BAY 34-14 
DENVER 27-0 
al Green Bay 9-7 
al Seattle 9-38 
DALLAS 14-23 


NEWORLEANS 20-7 
at St. Louis 21-38 
at Tampa Bay 44-9 


MINNESOTA 16-7 
LA. RAIDERS 17-6 
at L.A. Rams 13-29 
DETROIT 16-14 
al Minnesota d4-3 
at San Diego 7-20 
GREEN BAY 14-20 
at Detroit 30-13 
at L.A. Rams 20-13 
at N.Y. Giants 7-28 
PHILADELPHIA 23-17 
GREEN BAY 20-6 
at Chicago 23-14 
ST.LOUIS 20-31 
at Washington 14-34 


NEW ORLEANS* 30-27 
INDIANAPOLIS 22-5 


N.Y. GIANTS 7-19 
at St. Louis 24-17 
al Buffalo 3-14 


NEWENGLAND 20-17 


atPhiladelphia 26-10 
WASHINGTON 28-30 
al Miami 21-26 
SAN FRANCISCO 27-30 
at Atlanta" 27-24 
at Tampa Bay 17-21 
MINNESOTA 28-29- 
at San Diego 24-27 
DENVER v-28 
TAMPA BAY" 13-7 
at Minnesota 16-14 
at Green Bay 9-41 
PHILADELPHIA” 23-23 
at Washington 14-28 
at Chicago 14-16 
GREEN BAY 31-28 
at Seattle 17-38 


L.A. RAIDERS a-24 


CHICAGO 13-30 
ST. LOUIS 24-23 
al L.A. Raiders 7-28 
CHICAGO 7-3 
at Dallas 6-20 
altTampaBay* 27-30 
SAN DIEGO 28-34 
al Denver 14-17 
SEATTLE at Milw. 24-30 
DETROIT 41-9 
atNew Orleans 23-13 
MINN. at Milw, 45-17 


L.A. RAMS at Milw. 31-6 


at Detroit 28-31 
TAMPA BAY 27-14 
at Chicago 20-14 
at Minnesota 38-14 


1985 SCHEDULE 
1984 RESULTS 








Home games are in capital letters; 
dates abbreviated 
to first initial of month, 


1985 Schedule 


L.A. RAMS 

58 DENVER 

$15 at Philadelphia 
S22 at Seattle (Mon.) 
S29 ATLANTA 

O06 MINNESOTA 

013 at Tampa Bay 
O20 at Kansas City 
O27 SAN FRANCISCO 
N3 NEW ORLEANS 
N10) 06 at'N.'¥. Giants 

Ni? =6at Atlanta 

Ne4 GREEN BAY 

D1 al New Orleans 
D9 =e at San Fran. (Mon.) 
Di5 ST.LOUIS 


D23 L.A. RAIDERS (Mon.) 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
S58 SANFRANCISCO 
515 at Tampa Bay 

S22 CHICAGO (Thurs.) 
S29 = at Buffalo 

O6 atL.A. Rams 

O13 Green Bay at Milw. 
020 SANDIEGO 

O27 at Chicago 

N3 DETROIT 

N10 GREEN BAY 

Ni? at Detroit 

Ned NEW ORLEANS 
D1 at Philadelphia 

D&B TAMPA BAY 

D015 at Atlanta 

D22 PHILADELPHIA 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SB KANSAS CITY 
$15 at Denver 

See TAMPABAY 

$29 atSan Francisco 
O6 PHILADELPHIA 
O13 atL.A. Raiders 
O20 at Atlanta 

O27 W.Y¥. GIANTS 

N3 = at L.A. Rams 

N10 SEATTLE 

Ni? Green Bay at Milw. 
Ned at Minnesota 


D1 LOS ANGELES RAMS 


DB  atSt. Louis 
Di5 SAN FRANCISCO 
D22 ATLANTA 


N.Y. GIANTS 

S8 PHILADELPHIA 
S15 at Green Bay 
S22 ST.LOUIS 
$29 at Philadelphia 
06 DALLAS (night) 
O13 at Cincinnati 
020 WASHINGTON 
O27 atNew Orleans 
N3 TAMPA BAY 
N100)0—6CoL.A. RAMS 


N17  atWashington (Mon. ) 


Ned at St. Louis 
Di CLEVELAND 
DOS al Houston 
015 atDallas 


D22 PITTSBURGH (Sat.) 


1984 Results 

DALLAS 13-20 
CLEVELAND 20-17 
at Pittsburgh 14-24 
at Cincinnati 24-14 
N.Y. GIANTS 33-12 
ATLANTA 28-30 
atNew Orleans 28-10 
al Atlanta 24-10 
SAN FRANCISCO 0-33 
al St. Louis 16-13 
CHICAGO 29-13 
Green Bay at Milw. 6-31 
at Tampa Bay 34-33 


NEW ORLEANS 34-21 
HOUSTON 27-16 
atSan Francisco 16-19 


SAN DIEGO 13-42 
at Philadelphia 17-19 
ATLANTA 27-20 
at Detroit 29-28 
SEATTLE 12-20 
at Tampa Bay 31-35 
at L.A. Raiders 20-23 
DETROIT 14-16 
at Chicago 7-16 
TAMPA BAY 27-24 


Green Bay at Milw. 14-45 


at Denver 21-42 
CHICAGO 3-34 
WASHINGTON 17-31 
atSan Francisco 7-51 
GREEN BAY 14-38 


ATLANTA 278-36 
TAMPA BAY 17-13 
atSan Francisco 20-30 
ST. LOUIS 34-24 
at Houston 27-10 
at Chicago 7-20 
L.A. RAMS 10-23 
al Dallas* er-40 
at Cleveland 16-14 
GREEN BAY 13-23 
at Atlanta 17-13 
PITTSBURGH ef-2d 
SAN FRANCISCO 3-35 
at. L.A. Rams 21-34 
CINCINNATI 21-24 
at N.Y. Giants 10-3 


PHILADELPHIA 28-27 
DALLAS 28-7 
at Washington 14-30 
TAMPA BAY 17-14 
at L.A. Rams 12-33 
SAN FRANCISCO 10-31 
at Atlanta 19-7 
at Philadelphia 10-24 
WASHINGTON 37-13 
at Dallas 19-7 
at Tampa Bay 17-20 
ST. LOUIS 16-10 
KANSAS CITY 28-27 
al N.Y. Jets 20-10 
at St. Louis 21-31 


NEWORLEANS 3-10 


1985 Schedule 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


$15 


at N.Y. Giants 
L.A. RAMS 


1984 Results 


at N.Y. Giants 
MINNESOTA 
at Dallas 







2/f-26 
19-17 
17-23 


S22 al Washington 
529 W.¥. GIANTS 
O06 altNew Orleans 






SAN FRANCISCO 9-21 
at Washington 0-20 






















013 al St. Louis at Buffalo ori? 
O20 DALLAS INDIANAPOLIS 16-7 
O27 BUFFALO N.Y. GIANTS 24-10 
N3 = at San Francisco ST, LOUIS 14-44 
N70) 06ATLANTA at Detroit” fd-20 
N17) ST.LOUIS al Miami 23-24 
N24 at Dallas WASHINGTON 16-10 
Di MINNESOTA St. Louis 16-17 
De WASHINGTON DALLAS 10-26 
DI5 alSan Diego NEWENGLAND 27-17 
D2? at Minnesota at Atlanta 10-26 













ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 




















58 = at Cleveland at Green Bay 23-24 
515 CINCINNATI BUFFALO ay-7 
S22 atN.¥. Giants at Indianapolis 34-393 
$29 GREEN BAY al New Orleans 24-34 
O06 atWashington(Mon.) MIAMI 28-36 
013 PHILADELPHIA al Dallas 31-20 
020 at Pittsburgh CHICAGO 38-21 
O27 HOUSTON WASHINGTON 26-34 
NS DALLAS (Mon.) at Philadelphia 34-14 
N10 at Tampa Bay LA. RAMS 13-16 
Ni? = atPhiladelphia DALLAS 17-24 
N24 ALY. GIANTS at N.Y. Giants 10-16 
D1 at Dallas (Thanks.) PHILADELPHIA 17-16 
DB NEW ORLEANS atNewEngland 33-10 


N.Y. GIANTS 31-21 
at Washington 27-29 


DiS atL.A. Rams 
D22 WASHINGTON (Sat.) 







SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 






















S8  atMinnesota at Detroit 30-27 
515 ATLANTA WASHINGTON 37-31 
52? atL.A. Raiders NEW ORLEANS 930-20 
529 NEWORLEANS at Philadelphia 21-9 
O6 at Atlanta ATLANTA 14-5 
013 CHICAGO at N.Y. Giants 31-10 
020 at Detroit PITTSBURGH 17-20 
O27 atLA. Rams at Houston 34-21 
Ng PHILADELPHIA at L.A. Rams aa-0 
N11 at Denver (Mon.) CINCINNATI 23-17 
N17 KANSAS CITY at Cleveland A\=7 
N25 SEATTLE (Mon.) TAMPA BAY 24-17 
D1 =at Washington at New Orleans 35-3 
DS = L.A. RAMS (Mon. ) at Atlanta 35-17 
Di5 alNew Orleans MINNESOTA 51-7 
D22 DALLAS L.A. RAMS 19-16 





TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 























58 at Chicago at Chicago 14-34 
515 MINNESOTA atNew Orleans 13-17 
S22 atNew Orleans DETROIT 21-17 
$29 at Detroit N.Y. Giants 14-17 
O6 CHICAGO GREEN BAY" 30-27 
013 LA. RAMS MINNESOTA 35-31 
020 at Miami at Detroit* 7-13 
027 NEW ENGLAND CHICAGO Q-d4 
N3 =o atN.¥. Giants at Kansas City 20-24 
N10) 6ST.LOUIS at Minnesota 24-27 
Ma?) oath. ¥. Jets N.Y. GIANTS 20-17 
N24 DETROIT atSan Francisco 17-24 
D1 at Green Bay L.A. RAMS 33-34 
DS  atMinnesota at Green Bay 14-27 
Di5 INDIANAPOLIS ATLANTA 23-6 
D22 GREEN BAY ALY, JETS 41-21 





WASHINGTON REDSKINS 









59 at Dallas (Mon.) MIAMI 17-35 
$15 HOUSTON alSan Francisco 31-37 
S22 PHILADELPHIA N.Y. GIANTS 30-14 
529 at Chicago atNewEngland 26-10 


06 ST.LOUIS (Mon.) PHILADELPHIA 20-0 



















013 DETROIT at Indianapolis 35-7 
O20 atN.¥. Giants DALLAS 34-14 
O27 at Cleveland at St. Louis 24-26 
N3 =e all Atlanta at N.Y. Giants 13-37 
N10 DALLAS ATLANTA ef-24 
N17) N.Y. GIANTS (Mon.) DETROIT 28-14 
N24 at Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 10-16 
D1 SAN FRANCISCO BUFFALO 41-14 
DS = at Philadelphia at Minnesota 31-17 
D15 CINCINNATI at Dallas 30-28 
O22 at St. Louis (Sat.) ST. LOUIS eo-2y 
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t's easy to get the feeling that 1984 was 

not fated to be an ordinary year. It was 

the year George Orwell chose for a fic- 
tional nightmare that, fortunately, did not 
come true. In reality, there was the United 
States’ gaudy harvest of Olympic medals 
and a history-making presidential election. 

And then there was the National Football 
League. 

It would be easier to script this story. to 
show it on a silver screen, than to attempt to 
tell it on paper, for one undeniable subplot 
of the 1984 season would fit neatly into the 
format of an old-time movie, the kind in 
which the kid prize fighter helps his maiden 


BY DAVE WEBER 


- -_ 


An unusual aspect to Walter Payton’s rec- 
ords is that he still is going strong. The 
1984 season was his second-best ever. 


Aunt Sadie save the family farm. 

Pages would fly away from a calendar, a 
train would chug from city-to-city—LOS 
ANGELES! CHICAGO! MIAMI!—and 
newspaper headlines would rush out at the 
audience. But these headlines would not tell 
of the *‘The Kid's’ latest KO, but of men 
named Walter Payton, Charlie Joiner. Dan 
Marino, Mark Clayton, Eric Dickerson, Art 
Monk, and James Wilder, men who were 
busy giving the most recent NFL season an 


ECORD BOOK 


























**E™ rating. **E*’ for extraordinary. 

Never have as many important individual 
records fallen. In 1984, there were records 
of endurance, of energy, of effort, and of 
downright excess. 

The trip began in Chicago, with the sweet- 
est of running backs, the effervescent Pay- 
ton. His target was the career rushing rec- 
ord of 12,312 yards, established by Jim 
Brown during his nine seasons (1957-1965) 
with the Cleveland Browns. 

Brown had become a legendary figure in 
his retirement, football's equivalent to the 
Babe. He'd gained his yards in the bad old 
days, some said, when men were men and 


51 


seasons lasted just 12 or 14 games. The 
sport's curmudgeons were polishing off the 
asterisk before Payton and the Bears had 
played a single game. 

There was another challenger. too. Fran- 
co Harris, released by Pittsburgh. had found 
new life when Seattle needed a running 
back to replace injured Curt Warner. There 
also was Brown himself, growling that he 
might just make a comeback to see his rec- 
ord preserved. 

The season began with Brown in the lead, 
Harris next, and Payton more than 300 yards 
behind. But Harris never got going, sluggish 
perhaps from a lack of training camp, and 
Brown reconsidered his comeback fantasies. 

Very early, it became clear that this 
would be Payton’s season, that the record 
would be his. Still, there had to be pressure 
on the 30-year-old Payton, who had posi- 
tioned himself for the record by putting to- 
gether seven |,000-yard rushing seasons tin 
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Once projected as a defensive back, 
Charlie Joiner has become the NFL's ca- 
reer receiving leader with 657 catches. 


his first nine as as professional running back. 
By week six, the stage was set. Payton had 
increased his total to 12. 245 yards. 67 short 
of Brown. The New Orleans Saints would 
be the opponent at Soldier Field. Wearying 
of the attention his sprint toward the record 
was creating, Payton nearly had passed out 
before a game with Dallas a week earlier. 
“That scared me,’ he admitted. **I'd 
never felt like that before.” 
Against the Saints, in front of 53.752 
appreciative Chicagoans, there was no fear. 
Just after halftime. on a routine sweep 
play—Toss 28 Weak, for X-and-O fana- 
tics— Payton picked up six yards behind an 
elated trio of blockers, leaving Brown, Har- 
ris, and every other man who ever carried a 
football professionally behind. 


The 5-foot 10-inch, 200-pound Payton is 
far from finished. Yes, he now has 13,309 
yards. Yes. he’s also the Bears’ all-time 
leading receiver (with 373 receptions for 
3.456 yards). Yes, he’s accomplished more 
than he could have expected when he came 
out of Jackson State in 1975. But, no. he 
doesn’t play. or live. like a man who'll be 
31 before the Bears play their first preseason 
game this season. 

Payton may hold onto his record awhile. 

**What he’s going to do,”” says Dallas run- 
ning back Tony Dorsett. who has 9,525 
yards. ““is put the career record so far out 
there that yours truly won't have a chance.” 

Or. as Bears head coach Mike Ditka puts 
it: “*When God said He would make a half- 
back or a fullback, He might have said Gale 
Sayers or Jim Brown. But when He said He 
would make the best football player who 
ever lived, He probably said Jim Thorpe or 
Walter Payton,” 





While Payton pounded his way overland, 
one of the league's senior statesmen was 
working his own quick, precise way to a ca- 
reer record. that for the most receptions. 

By the standards of professional sport 
Charlie Joiner never has been a famous 
performer. 

Drafted by Houston as a defensive back 
on the fourth round in 1969, Joiner quickly 
was switched to receiver and had a fling as a 
burner-type before falling under the influ- 
ence of coaches who convinced him to work 
to become the consummate possession re- 
ceiver. 

There was Fran Polsfoot with the Oilers, 
Bill Walsh with Cincinnati, and. finally, for 
the past nine years, receiver's heaven—the 
San Diego Chargers and Air Coryell. 

The upshot ts this: In week 13, in a one- 
sided loss to Pittsburgh, Joiner caught six 
passes. all during the second half. to pass 
former leader Charley Taylor for the career 
receptions record. At season’s end, Joiner 
had 657 catches. 8 more than Taylor. 

‘The personnel we have in San Diego 
made setting the record easy,”’ says the 
37-year-old Joiner, who has caught 493 
passes, 38 of them for touchdowns, since 
coming to San Diego in 1976. **[Quarter- 
back] Dan Fouts is by far the best in the 
league at setting up and reading defenses. 
I've played next to Kellen Winslow and, 
first. John Jefferson, then Wes Chandler. 
With guys like that around, you'll have a lot 
of openings.” 

And vice-versa. 

Joiner says his job is to do what his 
coaches tell him to do and *‘to hopefully go 
beyond that.”” It is Joiner, making defenses 
respect his sharp. short-to-medium patterns, 
who can free Winslow or Chandler for their 
crowd-pleasing deep routes. 

Tom Williams, a former Oilers scout who 
operates a Houston bakery with Joiner, has 
said, “‘He knows and the coaches know he’s 
the key to the Chargers’ passing game.”’ 

“*| know where he will be,’’ Fouts says. 
““T know what he will do. | know if I get the 
ball to him, he will catch it. What more can 
you say?” 

Walsh, whose two Super Bowl champion- 
ships as head coach of the San Francisco 
49ers give him ample credentials, found 
more to say: “*Charlie is the most intelligent 
and perceptive receiver the game ever has 
seen.’ 

Top that. 

In the southeast corner of the nation, a 
couple of young men were trying. 

Both second-year pros with something to 
prove, Dan Marino and Mark Clayton put 
together some passing and receiving statis- 
tics so mind-boggling it was difficult to be- 
lieve their team, the Miami Dolphins, ever 


The big story of 1983 was rookie Dan 
Marino. The big story of 1984 was Dan 
Marino to Mark Clayton. This year will be 
another challenge because the rest of 
the NFL saw San Francisco's defense 
slow both of them in Super Bowl XIX. 
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had to punt, much less ever lost a game. 

Marino was drafted behind five other quar- 
terbacks in 1983; Clayton went on the eighth 
round that year. They say hindsight is 
20/20. but hindsight in this case might be 
suicidal for any sensitive player personnel 
directors. 

In 1984. Marino shattered every impor- 
tant single-season NFL passing record. 

By week 14. he had broken the single- 
season touchdown passing mark. On week 
16. he became the first NFL quarterback to 
pass for more than 5,000 yards in a season 
(5.084). by completing more passes (362) 
than anyone ever had. That 48 of those 
passes went for touchdowns seems almost a 
natural extension of the other records untl 
one considers that the previous standard 
was 36. 

Marino had passed for 12 more touch- 
downs than the best efforts of Y.A. Tittle 
and George Blanda, veterans in their mid- 
30s when they established their shares of 
the old record. 

Hey, this guy's dog is named **Touch- 
down.”’ 

**| won't say the pro game ts easy.’ Ma- 
rino has said, “*but when you have receivers 
like we do, and when you emphasize the 
passing game, and you get time to throw, 
and the guys are open. . .for me. well, it’s al- 
ways been easy to complete a pass.” 

There is no doubt of that. But those re- 
ceivers Marino so effusively praises bounce 
the compliments right back at him. 

Clayton, who caught 73 passes for 1,389 
yards and 18 touchdowns—the last figure 
his contribution to the NFL's record autumn 
of 1984— is but half of a deep-threat combi- 
nation called “*the Marks Brothers.”” The 
other half is Mark Duper, who finished sixth 
in the AFC in receptions with 71. 

‘*One day, Marino is going to pass for 


















































In a sweep right against the Oilers, Eric 
Dickerson broke O.J. Simpson's single- 
season rushing record with 2,007 yards. 
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700 yards in a game and no one even will be 
surprised,’’ Duper says. 

‘Dan is a motivator and a leader,”* Clay- 
ton says. *‘Somebody with that type of abil- 
ity makes you, as well as himself, look 
good, We have a good rapport. He has confi- 
dence in me, and I have confidence in him. 

“It’s like playing with a legend. Dan Ma- 
rino is a legend in his own time. What more 
can you say about the guy?”’ 

Perhaps only this: He’s 23 years old. His 
receivers all are nearly as young. He plays 
for a team coached by Don Shula. 

As for Clayton, his is the latest NFL rags- 
to-riches story. Shunned by the universities 
in his home state of Indiana, he attended the 
University of Louisville and rewrote the Car- 
dinals’ record book, finishing with 2,004 
yards and a 20.9 yards-per-catch average. 
He had arrived—or so he thought until Mi- 
ami waited until round eight to draft him and 
then turned him into a punt returner (because 
the incumbent, Tommy Vigorito, was in- 
jured on opening day in 1983). 

Clayton kept his record-setting habits, 
though, returning 41 punts for a club-record 
392 yards. 


Few seemed to know his name before 
1984, but Art Monk wrote it in large let- 
ters in the NFL Record and Fact Book. 


‘‘He’s an intelligent guy with tremendous 
ability, but he sometimes lost concentration 
on easy balls. He had to prove we could de- 
pend on him,”’ says David Shula, the Dol- 
phins’ receivers coach. 

Those doubts have been erased. Clayton’s 
uncanny ability to get open—and to get 
open for six quick points—have seen to that. 

Unlike Clayton, Eric Dickerson was no 
Cinderella story. He was a man on the spot 
from the moment he was drafted by the Los 
Angeles Rams out of Southern Methodist 
University. Rams head coach John Robin- 
son Is a decisive kind of guy. 

With Dickerson on his horizon in the 
1983 draft. Robinson had sent his tailback, 
Wendell Tyler. up the coast to division ri- 
val San Francisco. usually a no-no in the 
NFL. It turned out to be what all player trans- 
actions are supposed to be—one that helped 
both clubs, 

Tyler become the 49ers” all-time season 
rushing leader and a Super Bow! starter. 


Dickerson became the most prolific single- 
season rusher in the history of pro football. 
As a rookie, he carried the ball more often 
than any other back in history (390 rushing 
attempts) and gained more yards than any 
previous rookie (1.808). 

**He can be the best ever.’ said O.J. 
Simpson, whose single-season record of 
2,003 yards had stood since the 14-game sea- 
sons of 1973. 

But it didn’t stand much longer. In week 
15 of 1984. against Houston. Dickerson 
erased Simpson's record in a way that made 
any dubious purist forget the advantages of a 
longer season. Needing 212 yards to catch 
Simpson—four more than he'd ever run for 
in one game before — Dickerson got 215. At 
season s end. the second-year pro had 2,105 
yards. He also had. with only a token 
amount of receiving yardage, the record 
for combined yards from scrimmage with 
2.244. 

“Eric has the ultimate runner's gifts— 
speed and size." Robinson says of the 6-3, 
220-pounder. ‘He has an explosiveness so 
incredible it gives me goosebumps. This 
may be a wild statement, but Eric could be 
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the greatest running back of all time.” 

Wild? Consider this: 

After two seasons, Payton had 2,069 
yards. In his two best seasons (1977 and 
1984). Payton totaled 3,294 yards, Entering 
his third season, Dickerson can look back on 
3.913 yards. 

Art Monk had had four solid years with 
the Redskins before the 1984 season began. 
He'd caught 196 passes for 2,884 yards and 
had become such a worrisome opponent 
that, in the days before Super Bowl XVIII. 
Los Angeles Raiders cornerback Lester 
Hayes had gone to the trouble of tracking 
down film of Monk playing college ball for 
syracuse. 

But few could have foreseen the season 
Monk produced in 1984. 

‘Fantastic! Great! Unbelievable!” 

The words sound like those of an enthusi- 
astic movie critic. They aren't. That's just 
Washington quarterback Joe Theismann’s as- 
sessment of Monk's work. 

Going about his work quietly. Monk 
caught 106 passes, gaining 1,372 yards. He 
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Tampa Bay's James Wilder was the busi- 
est running back in the NFL in 1984, 
when he finished third in rushing and 
third in receiving. 


broke the old record. held by Houston's 
Charley Hennigan for 20 years at 101. and 
finished 17 catches ahead of his nearest rival 
forthe NFL receiving lead. 

“[ don't think you can ask a football play- 
er to do more.” Washington head coach Joe 
Gibbs said on the eve of the Redskins’ final 
game of the regular season. “*He has played 
every down and caught every pass. from 
(raining camp on. ~ 

Gibbs was mistaken. Monk did do more, 
and at precisely the right time. Down six 
catches to Hennigan’s record, and, more im- 
portantly. with his team fighting for a spot 


in the NFC playotts. Monk had his day of 


days. He caught |] passes for 136 yards 
and two touchdowns, passing Hennigan dur- 
ing the third quarter of the 29-27 victory 
over St. Louis that moved the Redskins tnto 
the plavofts. 


That same afternoon, in Tampa, the man 
who finished second to Monk in NFC recep- 
tions and second to Dickerson in the chase 
for the yvards-from-scrimmage mark was com- 
ing away with a record that didn’t have the 
marquee value of the others. 

In some ways. the record for most rushing 
attempts can be looked upon as an honor be- 
stowed by one’s coach. Call a man’s number 
often enough and he'll have the record. 

But a coach can only give a player the 
opportunity. 

Buccaneers tailback James Wilder made 
the most of coach John McKay's faith in 
him during the 1984 season. Like Dickerson, 
Wilder played for a man steeped in the run- 
ning back tradition of USC. 

Unlike Dickerson, Wilder began his NFL 
career as a fullback, until a 1983 injury to 
James Owens allowed a change of positions. 
Since then, the ball has been his. 

At 6-3, 225, Wilder's image. when he 
had an image at all, was that of the prototypi- 
cal power back. Though he'd been the Buc- 
caneers’ most valuable player in 1982. few 
outside the NFC Central had heard much 
about him. 

Few could have guessed. for example. 
that he'd gained more yards receiving than 
he had rushing — | ,353 to 1.334. 

With Tampa Bay out of the playoffs again 
in 1984, much of what the soft-spoken Mis- 
sour product did probably will go unnoticed 
again. Which is a shame. 

Wilder was called upon by the Bucca- 
neers 492 times. He rushed 407 times to sur- 
pass Dickerson’s record by |7 carries: he to- 
taled 1,544 yards, trailing only Dickerson 
and Payton. He caught 85 passes. third be- 
hind Monk and tight end Ozzie Newsome of 
Cleveland. 

On the final day, in a 41-21 victory over 
the Jets, time ran out on Wilder's pursuit of 
the yards-from-scrimmage mark. He fin- 
ished with 2,229, just 15 yards behind Dick- 
erson. 

One might think all that work would be 
tough on a guy. 

‘Not actually,’’ Wilder says. ‘*I guess 
it’s nothing to a running back. That’s your 
job. You want to get your hands on the ball 
as often as you can. I’ve got a job to do, and 
I’ve got a lot of teammates doing the same 
thing.” 

In Wilder's case, make that a lot of jobs 
to do. He can run outside and he’s called 
upon to pound inside. When the downfield 
receivers are covered, look for quarterback 
Steve DeBerg to toss aswing pass out to Wild- 
ef, 

Once, during the 1983 season, he carried 
42 times against Pittsburgh, one short of 
the NFL record held by Butch Woolfolk, for- 
merly with the Giants and now with Houston. 

**He was their whole offense,’’ Franco 
Harris marveled. **No doubt about it.”’ 

Just as there is no doubt the old cliches 
are true: It does take 49 players to make a 
team. But it takes someone special, some- 
one like one of the record-setters of 1984. 
to make a team go. 


“WHEN YOU GO IN AND OUT 
OF BARS THE WAY | DO, YOU CAN'T 
FORD TO GET FILLED UP? 


—John Madden zie 
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THE YOUNG PASS RUSHERS 





THEY (ALMOST) ALWAYS 
GET THEIR MAN 


ave you ever wondered what goes 
through the mind of an NFL quarter- 
@ back while he’s setting up to throw 
the football? You know he’s fully aware that 
three or four 270-pound behemoths are in 
the process of dismantling his protective 
wall in an attempt to dismantle Aim. And 
when that wall collapses. . .. 

Let Dan Fouts describe the feeling. 

“The closest analogy | can draw is being 
in the surf and getting hit by a very large. 
forceful wave,’” says Fouts, the San Diego 
Chargers’ veteran quarterback. ** You're 
knocked around, topsy-turvy. At least the 
water cushions you sometimes, but artifical 
turf doesn’t.”’ 

So what about the perspective of the at- 
tacker, whose mission is to give the quar- 
terback a floor-level view of the stadium? 

Enter Bruce Clark, an AFC-NFC Pro 
Bowl defensive end, resident sack special- 
ist and general havoc-wreaker of the New 
Orleans Saints. (Warning: Aspiring quarter- 
backs should read the following quotes with 
discretion. , .and an open mind.) 

‘When you know you're going to get 
there, you have all kinds of mixed feel- 
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ings,’’ Clark says. “‘Like “Do I want to just 
hit him, or do | want to bury him?’ Or ‘Is he 
a nice guy or a jerk?’ It’s a funny feeling 
...time stops...all the noise stops...l 
enjoy the feeling.” 

A lot of others enjoyed the feeling last sea- 
son, too. With more and more teams trying 
to take advantage of the NFL's liberalized 
pass-blocking and receiving rules by develop- 
ing and refining their passing games, de- 
fenses have fought back the only way they 
know how: by putting more pressure on the 
quarterback. 

That pressure is coming in greater abun- 
dance from a new wave of young pass 
rushers who are making headlines from 
coast to coast for their man-eating feats. 
These youngsters, who have been in the 
NFL only two to four years each, have joined 
older sack artists such as Mark Gastineau of 
the New York Jets and Dan Hampton of the 
Chicago Bears in terrorizing quarterbacks. 
The group has a versatile membership: from 
the overpowering Goliaths such as NFC 
sack leader Richard Dent of Chicago, Howie 
Long of the Los Angeles Raiders, Curtis 
Greer of St. Louis, and Seattle’s twin towers 





of power, Jacob Green and Jeff Bryant. to 
big, strong, and fast outside linebackers 
such as Andre Tippett of New England. 
Rickey Jackson of New Orleans, E.J. Junior 
of St. Louis, and the archetype of that genre 
of defender, Lawrence Taylor of the New 
York Giants. Then there are the comparative- 
ly light linebackers who take advantage of 
their explosive quickness and speed, such as 
Mike Merriweather of Pittsburgh, Hugh 
Green of Tampa Bay, and Vernon Maxwell 
of Indianapolis. 

Thus it was no wonder, what with de- 
fenses appearing al times to send anyone not 
wearing a headset or toting a yard marker at 
the quarterback, that 1984 would become a 
record-setting season for sacks. In all, quar- 
terbacks hit the deck 1.313 times, up from 
the previous high of 1.215 in 1983. Both to- 
tals were a significant hike from the former 
record of 1.057 established in 1979. 

The rules changes designed to aid the for- 
ward pass—and increase a quarterback’s 
life expectancy—were enacted in 1978. 
The most important allowed offensive line- 
men to extend their arms within the frame- 
work of an opponent's body. Prior to the 
change, they had been trying to ward off in- 
terlopers with elbows extended out and 
hands in. The other key ruling let receivers 
run tree from contact after leaving a five- 
yard ““*bump zone.”” thus giving quarter- 
backs a better chance to complete a pass. 

Despite subsequent cries of “‘legalized 
holding” from frustrated defenders and de- 
fensive coordinators, offensive linemen 
claim the change came none too soon. 

“Being an offensive lineman was the 
worst job in football.” recalls the Chargers’ 
38-year-old guard-tackle. Ed White, who 
will be in his seventeenth year in the league 
in 1985. 

“You were just adummy. Defensive line- 
men could hold you. push you, hit you in 
the head. [t's so much easier to pass block 
now; you can be aggressive. I'll tell you, if 
they ever went back to the old rules, you'd 
be opening up a new can of quarterbacks 
every week."” 


«Bruce Clark has made the transition from All- 
America defensive tackle at Penn State to Pro 
Bowl defensive end with the Saints. 

» Howie Long of the Raiders is beginning to be 
recognized as not only one of the best defena- 
ers now in the NFL, but one of the best ever. 





White finds a glaring distinction between 
the defensive linemen of yesteryear and his 
current adversaries. The fundamental dif- 
ference. he says, is speed. 

‘When I first came into the league, the 
players were just enormous guys,’” White 
says. “"Roger Brown. ..Bob Lilly. ..Merlin 
Olsen. Now. guys are so quick off the ball, 
you have to set up in a pass-blocking posi- 
tion right away to keep them out.” 

Playing in the AFC West. White faces 
ferocious pass rushers regularly. But he 
doesn’t hesitate when he is asked who’s the 
hardest to handle, 

‘*Howie Long.”’ White says. “*He has 
speed, plus the strength to overpower you. 
When you've got to deal with cither speed 
or strength, that’s one thing. But when they 
start combining them, like Howie and Mark 
Gastineau, then it’s really tough. 

“There's nothing worse in football than 
your man sacking the quarterback, and then 
hearing his name over the PA. Not even a 
penalty bothers me as much. In pass block- 
ing, the pressure on you is knowing that 
there is no room to make a mistake. ”’ 


+e 


White also gives high marks to Seattle's 
Green ("*He’s very. very quick, and you 
have to honor both his inside and outside 
techniques’), and the Raiders” youthful line 
tandem of Greg Townsend (**He is so fast’’) 
and Bill Pickel (**He has really improved’). 

So who's the best of the best, the Tiffany 
of pass rushers White has dueled in his 16 
years in the NFL? 

“The greatest [ve ever played against, 
without question, is Bob Lilly,”” says White 
of the former Dallas Cowboys defensive 
tackle who was inducted into the Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame in 1980. 

‘‘He had so many outstanding qualities 
...$peed, strength, quickness, and a natural 
instinct for the ball. He had an ability to 
flow to the direction of the play. to quickly 
sense where to go. That quality, combined 
with his physical abilities, made him phe- 
nomenal.”” 

The praise for Long, a 6-foot 5-inch, 
270-pounder who excels at both end and 
tackle, borders on deification. Long ac- 
counted for 12 sacks last season, but I5 
players in the NFL had more, including 10 
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«Buffalo's Joe Ferguson braces himself for the 
hit that martial arts expert Andre Tippett is 
about to deliver. 

4 Mike Merriweather says he isn't big by NFL 
standards, but he and Bryan Hinkle loomed 
large over Warren Moon of Houston. 


in the American Football Conference. 
**That’s because he’s so unselfish,”’ says 
NBC commentator Merlin Olsen, himself a 
14-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle for the 
Los Angeles Rams and a member of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. **[Defensive line 
coach] Earl Leggett has moved him up and 





down the line to set up other people, which 
cuts down on his sacks. [He also gets double- 
and triple-teamed.] But he never com- 
plains. And he’s so quick off the line.”’ 

Jack Faulkner, the administrator of foot- 
ball operations for the Rams and a respected 
judge of talent, puts Long in a class by him- 
self. 

‘“He’s as good a football player as I’ve 
seen at his position, and I’ve been in the 
league thirty years,’’ Faulkner says. “‘He’s 
strong, he’s quick, and he can stunt. And 
he’s always very aware where the ball car- 
rier is; you can’t play with your head down. 


He reminds me of [former Colts and Hall of 
Fame defensive end] Gino Marchetti. From 
start to finish, he’s a complete player.” 

Perhaps the biggest surprise to emerge 
last season among the new pass rushers was 
Dent, a 6-5, 240-pound defensive end who 
played sparingly as a rookie in 1983 after 
arriving as an eighth-round draft pick from 
Tennessee State. 

Dent became a force among forces on a 
talented, aggressive Bears defensive unit 
that set an NFL record in sacks (72) and led 
the league in total defense. When this group 
was on the field, it was critical to distinguish 


between the words “‘prey’’ and “‘pray.”’ 

‘*T think he has the potential to be as good 
as anyone,’* Chicago defensive coordinator 
Buddy Ryan says of Dent. *‘He’s got speed, 
quickness, and he’s stronger than he looks. 

*“We sat him down at times early in the 
season because he wouldn't play the run. 
He wanted to charge up the field all the time 
[toward the quarterback], like Gastineau. 
We play a team defense here, and we don't 
have room for undisciplined players. If he 
was going to play, he was going to do it our 
way.”’ 

Dent got the message. Then he got the 
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quarterback, 17% times in all, which put 
him behind only Gastineau (22) and Tippett 
(1842) on the NFL sack leader board. 

Ryan believes that intelligence 1s the most 
important factor in molding a great pass 
rusher. 

‘*First you have to find out if he’s an ag- 
gressive, tough guy,”’ says Ryan, who has 
coached such accomplished pass rushers as 
former Minnesota Vikings Alan Page and 
Carl Eller, and ex-New York Jets Gerry Phil- 
bin and John Elliott. 

“Will he hit? Then, if he’s got speed, 
that’s a bonus. But intelligence is number 
one. It takes intelligent moves to get to the 
quarterback, not just muscle. What made 
Alan Page so great was that he was such a 
smart footbal! player. ”’ 

When it comes to combining physical 
skills, not many measure up to the 6-3, 
243-pound Lawrence Taylor, who blew into 
the NFL in 1981 like a hurricane. Taylor 
has been an all-pro headache to quarterbacks 
since he first set foot on the Giants Stadium 
carpet. He had 14' sacks last season (count- 
ing playoff games). and now has 411 in his 
career. 

One of the game’s rising stars is another 
outside linebacker, the Patriots’ Tippett. a 
6-3, 235-pounder who has a second-degree 
black belt in karate. Words such as *‘domi- 
nant’ and *“Lawrence Taylor type’’ are his 
constant companions. 

In Tippett’s mind, there are three prime 
ingredients in a great pass rusher: determi- 
nation, speed, and strength. 

“If you have those three things, you can 
be as good as you want to be.”” he says. 
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a Jacob Green (79) and Jeff Bryant (77) join to 
give Seatile one of the most feared pass 
rushes in the NFL. 

» Dan Hampton and Richard Dent demonstrated 
to David Humm of the Raiders why they were 
selected to the NFC Pro Bowl team in 1984. 


Although Chuck Norris isn't a likely can- 
didate to make Bledsoe’s next list of *'can’t- 
miss’’ NFL prospects, Tippett, about to 
enter his fourth season, credits his karate 
background with playing a major part in his 
success on the football field. During the past 
offseason, he opened his own karate studio 
near Sullivan Stadium. 

‘It’s helped me a great deal, especially in 
knowing how to use my body weight,”’ Tip- 
pett says. “Also, using a person's body lev- 
erage against him. It’s the same principle in 
the martial arts as it is in football: Get a guy 
off balance. and he’s yours. 

‘Using the club technique, you hit him 
on the shoulder, rock him one way, and then 
whatever way he goes, you go the other. 
Unless the guy is cat-quick—and I don't 
know too many linemen who are cat quick — 
it works every time. 

‘+A lot of people think the martial arts are 
hard, but they're not. They're simple. They 
just take determination.” 

Determination also is what drives Mike 
Merriweather. At 6-2 and 215 pounds (*‘I’m 
not a really big guy, matter of fact I'm nota 
big guy at all’), the Steelers linebacker re- 
lies on outstanding speed and finesse moves 
to reach the quarterback. He succeeded 15 
times in 1984, third-best In the AFC, and 
now seems firmly entrenched in Jack Ham’s 





old spot at left outside linebacker for the 
Steelers’ revitalized defense. 

“*T think speed makes a big difference for 
me.’’ Merriweather says. “I don't have the 
physical tools to knock someone back, but I 
have the desire. 

‘*My speed really helps me against a tight 
end. He's in his crouch and before he gets 
up, I'm by him. Sometimes they have to as- 
sign a guard or running back to help out, and 
that frees somebody else up.” 

Merriweather, who began his college ca- 
reer at Pacific weighing all of 185 pounds, 





* 
> = —- 


credits solid work by the Pittsburgh corner- 
backs for making his job easier. 

**We have good corners, which allows the 
outside linebackers as a group to put pres- 


sure on the quarterback,’’ Merriweather 


Sal VS. 

““Whatever the blocker gives me | take. | 
try to use everything I have. I think Andre 
Tippett is more of a pure pass rusher. He can 
go over the top or put a move on someone. 
I'd like to become more physical like him.”’ 

Jacob Green, like Tippett and Merriweath- 
er, puts a premium on desire, which he calls 


the one key ingredient necessary to get to 
the quarterback. Green (6-3, 255) has record- 
ed 51 sacks in his five-year career, including 
13 last season when he combined with fel- 
low defensive end Jeff Bryant (141%), nose 
tackle Joe Nash (7), and key sub Mike Fan- 
ning (7) to give the Seahawks one of the 
most potent front lines in football. 

“| look at every opponent and see what 
move he has the most trouble with, and then | 
try to take advantage of it.” Green says. 

‘The offensive linemen can do just about 
anything they want, actually, so it’s impor- 





tant to take what you can and adjust. You 
can't let them hold you. It’s a matter of work- 
ing hard, having the desire to get there, and 
having the knack to get there, too.” 

When he can, Green likes to watch his 
peers on the defensive line engage in the art 
of pass rushing. He has special admiration 
for two of them—Gastineau and San Fran- 
cisco’s Fred Dean. 

‘| think they are the only guys in the 
league that match my performance the last 
few years,”’ Green says. ‘““Gastineau can 
really rush the passer. "’ 
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Quorum. A cologne for the other man lurking inside you. 





Eau de toilette, | 
spray cologne, | 


after shave. 


utting things in historical perspective 
usually makes prediction of future 
events possible. But not necessarily 
in the National Footbal! League. 

In 1983. the Chargers figured to be the 
AFC’s representative in the Super Bowl... 
until they finished 6-10 and in fourth place 
in the AFC West. And last year the Raiders 
were picked to repeat as Super Bow! cham- 
pions.,.unti] the Broncos and Seahawks 
knocked them down to third place in their 
own division. 

In the NFL, predictions of an upcoming 
game—let alone the entire season—can be 
a hazardous and embarrassing task. So. for 
those who want to review some sweet or bit- 
ter memories, the following pages offer a 
retrospective of the season that ended with 
Joe Montana owning San Francisco. Dwaine 
Board owning Dan Marino, and the 49ers 
owning the Vince Lombardi Trophy. 

To begin, a question: Did much of any- 
thing go according to design last year? 

Answer: Of course not. 

Oh. there were some easy calls. Miami 
head coach Don Shula steered his team to 
the playoffs, as usual. The 49ers won the 
NFC West, as anticipated. Chicago running 
back Walter Payton broke Jim Brown’s all- 
time NFL rushing record, as expected. San 
Diego wide receiver Charlie Joiner eclipsed 
Charley Taylor as the NFL’s all-time leading 
pass catcher, as destined. Washington's 
John Riggins (when hale) and the Los An- 
geles Raiders’ Marcus Allen—the Super 
Bowl’s two previous superheroes —both ac- 
cumulated football real estate and touch- 
downs in mass quantities, as customary. 
Two coaches (New England’s Ron Meyer 
and Cleveland’s Sam Rutigliano) were fired 
in midseason, a pattern of late. 

Yet even some of the predictable events 
contained surprises: you should have expect- 
ed that. too, 

For instance, was anyone really ready for 
Dolphins quarterback Dan Marino's surreal 
sophomore season? For that matter, was any- 
one really ready for the Dolphins? Not any 
of their AFC East brethren; they were all left 
gasping while the Dolphins streaked through 
the first 11 weeks unbeaten before finally 
losing to the Chargers and the Raiders. 

Everyone had assumed Payton would 
break Brown's record (though Eric Dicker- 
son’s vault past O.J, Simpson's single-sea- 
son rushing record was a more difficult fore- 
cast). The big question was whether or not 








A REVIEW OF THE 1984 SEASON 


The 65th Year 


BY LARRY ELDRIDGE, JR. 


Joe Montana gets 49ers to number-one spot. 


Payton would break it before Pittsburgh's 
Franco Harris. who began the season with a 
325-yard lead over Payton. Harris. however. 
began the season with Seatthe—not the 
Steelers—and he wound up being released 
after the Seahawks* ninth game —without 
passing Brown. 

Seattle signed Harris to help replace last 
year’s rookie sensation, Curt Warner, who 
injured a knee in week one. That's when 
most people wrote off the Seahawks. But 
with spitfire special teams and a punishing 
defense, they soared to their best record ever 








...dnd tungoed with Denver atop the AFC 
West in November and December. 

Alter losing to the Broncos for the second 
tine this yeur in week nine, the Raiders 
went into an abnormal three-game tailspin, 
That left the defending Super Bowl cham- 
pions in a contrary posture in the AFC West, 
with only the wild-card door to the playoffs 
open to them. (They did walk in that door, 
which then slammed shut on New England.) 

Speaking of contrary, there was trouble in 
the AFC Central—with a capital T. Pitts- 
burgh was basically in charge wire to wire. 
But considering the Steclers’ hottest pur- 
suer, Cincinnati. was in second pluce at the 
10-week mark with a 3-7 record. it wasn't 
the most compelling divisional struggle. 
though it became interesting in December, 

That distinction belonged to the haywire 
NFC East. It almost seemed as if Dallas. 
Washington, St. Louis. and the New York 
Giants—who alternately displayed a knack 
for untimely losses —were battling for wild- 
card spots /aytead of the division title. Only 
one word for that capricious race: bizarre. 

Things were a bit more settled for Chicago 
in the NFC Central. at least until quarter- 
buck Jim McMahon suftered a kidney injury. 
The Bears jumped off to an uncharacteristi- 
cally good start. fought off a midseason 
surge by slow-starting Green Bay, and won 
their first division title since George Halas’s 
1963 NFL champions. 

There never was a doubt for San Francisco 
in the NFC West, except perhaps. for the 
question of when (or if) Pro Bow! defensive 
end Fred Dean would come to contract 
terms. By the time he did (just prior to week 
12). the 49ers were in total command, 

Then the 10 playoff qualifiers returned to 
the starting blocks to begin the *‘second-sea- 
son” elimination tournament that concluded 
at Stantord Stadium. 

And after 234 games. ,.and more than 
1.100 touchdowns, 500 field goals. 8.500 
first downs, 2.900 penalties, 14,000 passes, 
$.000 receptions, 600 interceptions. 2,000 
punts. 900 fumbles, 1.300 quarterback 
sacks, and |2.000 tackles—and an inealcul- 
able number of missed tackles—one team 
had survived its regular season and playoff 
obstacle courses to become certifiably Super 
—and 27 teams didn't. 

Now for a more detailed review of the 20 
weeks of 1984, and remember, it’s only a 
short while until September 8 when it all 
begins again. 
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september 2— Opening games in the NFL 
can be a litthe like opening lines m a sin- 
oles bar: some are winners and some are 
clunkers. 

But. as in singles burs. first impressions 
sometimes. (though not always) can be mis- 
leading. For instanee, draw your own con 
clusions trom the perfeet 5-0 record posted 
by AFC West teams in Week One. as well as 
the AFC Central’s winless weekend. 

For impressive performance against a 
quality opponent. however. Miami's road 
victory over Washington rates as the week's 
top achievement. With second-year quarter- 
buek Dan Marino (2) of 28 for 311 yards, 
hive touchdowns) and wide receiver Mark 
Duper (six receptions for 178 yards and two 
touchdowns) undressing the Redskins” sve- 
ondary. Miami stunned the two-time defend- 
ing NFC champions 35-17 at RFK Stadium. 

“We didn’t expect those quick inside 
passes [from Marino|.”" said Washington 
safety Tony Peters. "We worked on stop- 
ping the outs. Miami had shown that all pre- 
scuson, It messes you up from a psychologi- 
cal standpoint. You're thinking. “This guy's 
going in, but he’s got to go back out.” | 
would have bet the house they were going to 
do certain things. Well, T just lost the house.”’ 

“We are not the same team we were in 
IYS3. or in 1982."" said Redskins quarter- 
back Joe Theismann. “*We will huve to de- 
velop this year.” 


The Dolphins Taste Revenge Two Years After 
the Fact, the Raiders Shoot the Moon, and the 
AFC West Gives Notice to the League 


Les Steekel’s first outing us Minnesota's 
head couch didn't proceed quite the way he 
would have seripled it. San Diego quarter- 
buck Dan Fouts strafed the Vikings for 292 
yards und two touchdowns passing. and the 
Chargers. overwhelmed Minnesota 42-13 on 
Bud Grunt Duy at the Metrodome, 

Steckel, an ex-Muarine treutenant. brushed 
off questions about any possible ill effects 
from the Leatherneck conditioning tech- 
nijues he had implemented during the Vi- 
kings truning camp, a stark departure from 
the more mellow camps under Grant. who 
coached the Vikings from 1967-1983, 

“A lot of people picked the Chargers to 
win the Super Bowl.” Steckel said, 

The other four APC West clubs —Den- 
ver, Kansas Citv, Seattle. and the Los An- 
veles Raiwers—all defeated Opponents trom 
the AFC Central, 

Seattle's 33-0 victory over Cleveland. how- 
ever. was marred by the loss for the season 
of 1983 AFC rushing leader Curt Warner, 
who suffered u knee injury while planting 
his right footon the Kingdome’s. artificial 
turf. “"He didn’t even get hit.” said Seattle 
couch Chuck Knox. shaking his head. “"He 
vot hurt making weut."” The Seuhawks sub- 
sequently signed former Steeler Franco Har- 
ris. who had been unable to come to contract 
terms with Pittsburgh. 

The Ruiders spoiled new Houston head 
couch Hugh Cumpbell’s coming-out party at 
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McLemore Riggs 


Fencik 


Many people assumed Atlanta's offense might crum- 
ble when Pro Bowl running back William Andrews 
was sidelined for the season with a knee injury, 
Many people were wrong. Third-year running back 
Gerald Riggs, making his first NFL start, rushed for 
a club-record 202 yards and two touchdowns to lead 
the Falcons to a 36-28 victory over New Orleans, 
Mark Gastineau’s sack dancing may be a thing of 
the past, but Gastineau, who led the NFL with 19 
quarterback Sacks in 1983, had four in the Jets 
ed-14 win at Indianapolis, including one late in the 
game that caused a fumble and gave New York its 
final touchdown, Free safety Gary Fencik had two 
of Chicago's six interceptions in its 34-14. defeat of 
Tampa Bay. Two touchdown passes from quarter- 
back Steve Grogan in the game's first eight minutes 
helped New England jump to a 21-0 lead at Buffalo, 
and the Patriots held on to win 21-17. A 55-yard punt 
return by Dana McLemore set up a big touchdown 
for San Francisco in the fourth quarter, and placakick- 
er Ray Wersching's 22-yard field goal with four sec- 
onds left got the 49ers a 30-27 win over the Lions at 
the Silvardome, 
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STANDINGS 

AFC East W L T NEC East Wik Tf 
Miami 1 O O Dallas 1 0 0 
NewEngland 1 0 0 WY Giants 1 #O O 
NLY. Jets 1 O O Philadelphia OF 1 O 
Bulfalo Oo 1 0 £St. louis gq od 0 
Indianapolis OF 1 O Washington O fF O 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Cincinnati 0 6406 600 [Chicago 1 OB QO 
Cleveland 0 1 0 Green Bay 1 0 0 
Houston 0 4 QO Detroit o 7 O 
Pittsburgh 0 1 OQ Minnesota a 1 0 
AFC West Tampa Bay OF 1 O 
Denver 1 0 OQ §‘'NFC West 

Kansas City 7 0 O Atlanta 7, @ 8 
LA.Raides 31 =O O # $£=SanFrancisco i o oO 
San Diego 1 0 0 LA. Rams 5 tt 
oealtle 1 O O WNewOreans GO 1 O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Denver 20. Cincinnati 17 
Kansas City 37, Pittsburgh 27 
L.A, Raiders 24, Houston 14 
New England 21, Buffale 17 
NOY. Jets 23, Indianapolis 14 
Seattle 33, Cleveland 0 


NFC 


| Atlanta 36, New Orleans 28 


Chicago 34. Tampa Bay 14 
Dallas 20, L.A. Rams 13 

Green Bay 24, St, Louis 23 
N.Y. Giants 28, Philadelphia 27 
San Francisco 30, Detroit 27 
Interconference 


Miami 35, Washingion 17 
oan Diego 42, Minnesota 13 


the Astrodome with a 24-14 victory. The de- 
fending Super Bowl champions shook off a 
lethargie Airst hall (they trailed 7-0 at half- 
time) with 24 second-half points. and gave 
the Oilers” heralded new quarterback, War- 
ren Moon, a typical Raiders welcome to the 
NEL: they sacked the former Canadian Foot- 
ball League star five times, though he did 
pass for 201 vards and two touchdowns. 

San) Wyehe, the Bengals’ new boss. 
spent the week belore Cincinnati's opener al 
Denver preparing his team to deal with quar- 
lerbuck John Elway. But then Elway sut- 
fered u shoulder separation early in the third 
quurter, In cume backup Gury Kubiak. who 
took the Broncos on a 75-yard fourth-quar- 
ter scoring mirch to beat the Bengals 20-17. 

“I didn't know anything about Kubiak,” 
Wyche admitted, ‘ld never seen him on 
film. 

The man Wyche replaced in Cincinnati, 
Forrest Grege, begun his term with the 
Green Bay Packers—his third NFL head 
couching job—with a 24-23 victory over St, 
Louis, Wide reeciver James Lofton starred 
with seven receptions for 134 yards. 

The Packers were one of only four home 
[cums to win in Week One. The other three 
were: Seattle: Chicago. a 34-14 winner 
against Tampa Bay; and the New York Gi- 
ants, who squeezed by Philadelphia 28-27. 

The Eagles” secondary was no mystery 
lor quarterback Phil Simms. He passed for 
four touchdowns and 409 yards—the second- 
highest yardage total in Giants history. 

The Colts had their regular-season pre- 
nuere in the Indianapolis Hoosier Dome, but 
the Jets spoiled it 23-14, 

second-veur quarterback Todd Black- 
ledge, a stand-in for injured Bill Kenney, 
helped Kansas City turn four Pittsburgh turn- 
overs into scores as the Chiefs defeated the 
Steelers. who managed only 46 yards rush- 
ing, 37-27. 

“Offensively, it was a disaster.”* suid Steel- 
ers head couch Chuck Noll. **We couldn't 
even do the very, very basic things. It's a 
sad moment.” 

There was a dearth of joy. too. at Ana- 
heim Stadium on Monday night. With Gary 
Hogeboom. Dallas's newly knighted num- 
ber-one quarterback. shredding the Rams 
for a club-record 33 completions and 343 
yards, the Cowboys won their opener for the 
nineteenth time in the past 20 years (and the 
eleventh of [I on the road) 20-13. 


» Philadelphia's Wilbert Montgomery was 
caught ina web of New York Giants. The 
Giants limited the Eagles to only 62 
yards rushing and moved seemingly at 


| Will themselves to earn a 28-27 victory. 














WEEK ONE/ SEPTEMBER 2 


The Seahawks Overcome 
the Loss of a Runner, 
While the Raiders Are 
Helped by the Return 

of a Receiver 
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a St. Louis kicker Neil O'Donoghue was despon- a Curt Warner, the AFC's rookie of the year in 1983, needed help from 
dent after missing a field goal with 2:10 left. Green the field after suffering a knee injury while making a cut. Seattle still 
Bay held on to defeat the Cardinals 24-23. 





» Todd Christensen of the Raiders 
couldn't make this reception due to 
the coverage of Carter Hartwig (36) 
and Darryl Meadows of Houston. 
Christensen, a holdout during train- 
ing camp, reported to the Raiders 
only five days before the opener. 
Nevertheless, he caught four pass- 
es to help Los Angeles come from 
behind to win 24-14. 
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a Gary Hogeboom talked with Dallas head coach Tom Landry v Miami quarterback Dan Marino strafed Washington for 


during his first game as the Cowboys’ starter. Hogeboom was 311 yards and five touchdowns, and the Dolphins shot down 


nearly flawless in Dallas's 20-13 victory over the Rams. the Redskins 35-1 7. 


= ™ ——— se 
3 - 
| 
4 









«Buffalo rookie Greg Bell followed 
tackle Joe Devlin, but found little 
room to run. Bell, the Bills’ first draft 
choice, was held to 29 yards on 12 
carries. The Bills were held to 17 
points and lost to the New England 
Patriots 21-17. 
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September 6—Lile as an NFL quarterback 
isnt always & magic-carpet ride. and at 
Giints Stadium this week—just six days 
after his stirring debut as Dallas’s new sturt- 
ing quarterback —Gary Hogeboom had the 
rug pulled from beneath him, 

Demon blitzing by the Giants’ human 
wrecking ball. linebacker Lawrence Taylor. 
twice caused fumbles by Hogeboom, one of 
which was returned &1 yards for a touch- 
down by linebacker Andy Headen. Hoge- 
boom was sacked five times in all and also 
threw an interception that led to the Giants’ 
second touchdown in their 28-7 victory. 

Was this an upset? Only time will tell, 
But in this game. the biggest ‘upset’ may 
have been in Dallas head coach Tom 
Landry's stomach—and from Taylor there 
was no relic! (spell it any way you like) in 
sight. 

“L didn't realize where he [Taylor] had 
come from on his first sack." Landry said. 
“sa we didn’t make an adjustment. It wasn't 
until the second time, with the same exact 
play, that we discovered we better get some- 
one to block him.” 

By that time it was 21-0. and the Giants 
were on their way to their first 2-0 start since 
1968, 

A critical fumble helped spoil the New 
York Jets’ first home game at Giants Sta- 
dium three nights earlier. Pittsburgh line- 
backer Robin Cole pounced on a loose ball 
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Maas Pagel 


Mitchell 


Chicago running back Walter Payton rushed for 
172 yards, including a 72-yard touchdown sprint, in 
Chicago's 27-0 victory over Denver. In the process. 
Payton also broke Jim Brown's career combined-yard- 
age record of 15,459 Eddie Murray's 48-yard field 
goal 5:06 into overtime gave Detroit a 27-24 win al 
Atlanta. Rams cornerback LeRoy Irvin returned an 
interception 81 yards for a touchdown in the first 
Quarter against Cleveland, and placekicker Mike 
Lansford beat the Browns on a 27-yard field goal 
with 1:25 left, A pair of 39-yard returns by Stump 
Mitchell—one on the game's opening kickoff and 
one on Buffalo's first punt—set up St. Louis's first 
two scores ina 37-7 runaway over the Bills, Milchell 
also rushed 11 times for 62 yards and a touchdown. 
Quarterback Mike Pagel completed 15 of 20 passes 
for 215 yards and three touchdowns and ran for an- 
other score to lead the Indianapolis Colts past Hous- 
lon 35-21. The inspired play of Kansas. City nose 
tackle Bill Maas, a 1984 first-round draft pick, aug- 
mented the Chiefs’ outside pass rush (including 
three sacks by end Mike Bell) in a 27-22 defeat of 
Cincinnati, 
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Washington Gets Scalped Again, the Giants 
Lower the Boom, and the Patriots’ Orange 
Bowl Purgatory Continues 


on the New York [3 after Jets quarterback 
Pat Ryan had botched an exchange with Pree- 
man MeNeil. The Steelers then capitalized 
with a three-yard touchdown puss from Da- 
vid Woodley (who had suffered a concussion 
four days earlier) to rookie wide recerver 
Weeic Thompson. That gave Pittsburgh a 
20-14 lead in an eventual 23-17 victory. 

When Minnesota, leading 17-12, stopped 
Philadelphia running back Wilbert Montgom- 
ery on fourth-und-goal at the Vikings’ 
[-vard line with seven seconds left, the Ea- 
Hes certainly seemed a beaten team. 

“| already was walking off the field de- 
jected.”* said Philadelphia quarterback Ron 
Jaworski. “"l was heading for the bench 
thinking we were 0-2. Then I heard about 
the Hag.” 

The fag turned out to be a facemask pen- 
alty against the Vikings while they were tack- 
ling Montgomery, and. with new life, Ja- 
worski then lofted a touchdown pass to tight 
end John Spagnola to give the Eugles u 
19-17 victory, 

New England's annual torture in the 
Orange Bowl ended the same frustrating 
way—with a 28-7 Dolphins victory. Lt was 
the seventeenth consecutive loss by the Pa- 
triots in Miami, 

“You hate to come in here and lose,”’ 
said] Patriots quarterback Steve Grogan. who 
threw four interceptions. “*But we are in 
good company. A lot of people come down 


STANDINGS 

w ce 7  NFCEast W kL ST 
a > g go NY Giants 2 0 O 
Indianapolis + 1 #g Fallas it 4 0 
NewEngland 1 7 0 Philadelphia 1 #1 O 
NOY Jets 1 4 0 Si. Louis 1 706 
Buttala 0 2 gg Washingion O 2 0 
AFC Central NFC Central 
Pittsburgh 1 1 0 oa ag 20 0 
Cineinnall o 27 O etroit 1 1 0 
Cleveland 0 2 g Green Bay 1 4 0 
Houston o p> gq Minnesota o 2 0 
AFC West Tanea Bay Sew 
Kansas Gity 2 o o NFC West “ 
LA Raiders 2 9 g SanFrancisco2 0 0 
Seattle 2 Oo 0 Atlanta i i 

L.A. Rams v oT Ug 

Denver tot 2 
SanDiego 7 + oO NewOrleans 1 1 
SCORES 
AFC 


Indianapolis 35, Houston 21 
Kansas Cily 27, Cincinnati 22 
Miami 28, New England 7 
Pittsburgh 23, N.¥. Jets 17 
Seattle 31, San Diego 17 


NFC 

Detroit 27, Atlanta 24 (OT) 

New Orleans 17, Tampa Bay 13 
MOY, Giants 28, Dallas 7 
Philadelphia 19, Minnesota 17 
San Francisco 37. Washington 31 


Interconference 

Chicago 27, Denver 0 

L.A. Raiders 28,.Green Bay 7 
L.A. Rams 20, Cleveland 17 
St. Louis. 37, Bulfato 7 


here and do the same thing, but we re just 
more consistent at it than anyone else.” 

Seattle fell behind [0-0 in its AFC West 
confrontation with San Diego, but the Charg- 
ers committed cight turnovers and lost 
31-17. 

“| think we have people concerned about 
us taking the ball away from them,"” said 
Seattle cornerback Keith Simpson, *‘We're 
putting ideas in people's heads—ideas 
they d rather not think about.” 

Newly acquired running back Franco Har- 
ris aided the Seahawks with 46 yards rush- 
ing on I4 curries. 

“Thad buttertlies.”” said Harris, after tak- 
ing the field for the first time in a uniform 
that didn’t belong to the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
“Maybe at my age | should call them 
moths." 

With tight end Paul Coffman on the side- 
lines (knee injury) for the first time in 90 
games. quarterback Lynn Dickey put out by 
a back injury on the sixth play of the game, 
and all-pro wide receiver James Lotton held 
without a reception for the first ime in 67 
NEL games, Green Bay was simply no 
mutch for the Raiders, who defeated the 
Packers 28-7. The score might have been 
worse except the Raiders, in the words of 
their Pro Bowl defensive end Howie Long, 
“have a history of playing down to the level 
of the opponent.”’ 

San Francisco played up to the level of its 
opponent on Monday night, the defending 
NFC champion Washington Redskins. After 
amassing a 27-3 halftime lead. the 49ers 
withstood a second-half comeback by Wash- 
ington for a 37-31 victory. 

Quarterback Joe Montana passed for 38] 
yards (the second-highest total in 49ers his- 
tory) and a pair of touchdowns, and scored 
on a seven-yard run carly in the fourth 
quarter for the eventual winning points. 

The winning points in New Orleans’s 
17-13 victory against Tampa Bay were 
scored by Hokie Gajan, who turned a seven- 
yard swing pass into a 51-yard gain late in 
the fourth quarter. Two plays later (with 
1:53 left), Gajan rushed for an eight-yard 
touchdown to sink the Buccaneers. 

Gajan’s counterpart on the Saints’ de- 
fense was Bruce Clark, who hitd [2 unassist- 
ed tackles and three sacks and, according to 
Saints head coach Bum Phillips, **... 
played the best game that I have ever seen 
played by a defensive lineman. "' 


» James Jones of Detroit went up but not 
over, as he was met by a wall of Atlanta 
Falcons, The Lions accounted for 449 
yards, but they needed a field goal by 
Eddie Murray to win 27-24 in overtime. 





WEEK TWO/SEPTEMBER 6 


Philadelphia and New 
Orleans Get Late Wins, 
Chicago’s Walter Payton 
Gets a Record, and Seattle 
Adds an Old Warrior 


only 12 yards as the Redskins overcame San Francisco's 27-3 half- 
time deficit, only to lose 37-31. 


» Miami running back Andra 
Franklin went down and out—for 
the year—with a knee injury. But 
the Dolphins still defeated New 
England 28-7 behind Dan Mari- 
no's passing. 








a Paul McFadden kicked four field goals in Philadel- 
phia’s 19-17 victory over Minnesota. The Eagles 
won on a touchdown pass with one second left. 
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a Kansas City’s Mike Bell recorded one of five 
Chiefs sacks of Cincinnati's Ken Anderson. Kan- 
sas City defeated the Bengals 27-22. 
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a Running back Hokie Gajan of New Or- 
leans scored with less than two minutes helped Chicago defeat Denver 27-0. In first appearance as a Seahawk. Harris 
to play to give New Orleans a 17-13 vic- the game, Payton broke Jim Brown's ca- rushed for 46 yards as Seattle defeated 
tory over Tampa Bay. reer combined-yardage record. San Diego 31-17. 
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September 16—The Comeback of the 
Week—and the scason so far—took place 
at Sullivan Stadium, It began with New Eng- 
lund rookie Irving Fryar’s 55-yard punt re- 
turn to the Seattle 44-yard line with just over 
two minutes left in the first hall, The Sea- 
hawks were leading 23-0 at the time, and 
Patriots head coach Ron Meyer had replaced 
quarterback Steve Grogan with Tony Eason, 

As the Patriots huddled. their all-pro 
guard, John Hannah, read the riot wet to his 
teammates on the field. “*] can’t remember 
what he said,"" Eason said. ‘‘ATl | can re- 
member was his face, It was beet red." 

On the tnitial play of the series, Eason com- 
pleted a |2-yard pass to tight end Derrick 
Ramsey —for the Patriots” first completion 
ane first first down of the game—iand then 
he scrambled for a 25-yard touchdown. 

“When we seored just belore the half.” 
sid running back Tony Collins, who rushed 
for 107 yards, ““we-knew we could come 
back." 

Collins was right: the second half was all 
Patriots. They scored 31 unanswered points 
wnd defeated the Scuhuwks 38-23, 

A harrowing comeback occurred at the 
Hoosier Dome, where Neil Lomax threw 
two fourth-quarter touchdown pusses to Roy 
Green to help lead the Cardinals to aw 34-33 
victory over the Colts, The second Lomax-to- 
Green scoring hook-up came with 3;28 left, 
when Green caught a short pass. broke loose 








New England and St. Louis Display Pluck, 
Minnesota and Dallas Use Illusions, and the 
Bears Rough Up the Packers 


from cornerback Tate Randle near midfield, 
danced toward the sideline, and streaked to 
the end zone. 

“You'll have to ask my mother how | 
made that move, Green said, “*What I did 
just came naturally. 

“Te was a tackle | should have made."’ 
Randle said. “Nine times out of ten | will 
muke it, He was real wet with Sweat. | just 
slid off him like [he was] a @reased pig.” 

Green's touchdown and the point-alter by 
Neil O'Donoghue cut the Cardinals’ deficit 
ty 33-31; O'Donoghue then won it with a 
46-yard field goal with seven seconds lelt. 

Points were harder to come by at Lam- 
beau Field. where Chicago edged Green Bay 
9-7 on three field goals to remain undefeat- 
ed. The Packers managed only 154 yards 
against the Bears’ defense. ranked first in 
the NEL against both the rush and the pass. 

Anytime we win in Green Bay it’s like 
winning the Super Bowl,"’ said Bears defen- 
sive end Dan Hampton. ““Maybe it wasn't 
the prettiest win. bul we'll take them any 
witv we cun getthem, ° 

It may not have heen a “‘pretty’’ game in 
Cleveland, either, where Denver Kept the 
Browns winless with a 24-14 victory on Sun- 
day might. But Broncos head coach Dan 
Reeves preferred it to the alternative. 

“What do they call it. winning ugly?” 
usked Reeves, whose team had nearly as 
many punts (six) as first downs (seven) tn 
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Cavanaugh Erenberg 

lf you asked me a couple months ago if I'd be on 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, I'd have said you were 
crazy, Said running back Rich Erenberg, the ninth- 
round draft choice trom Colgate, after leading all 
rushers with 83 yards in a 24-14 victory over the 
Rams. Cornerback Vernon Dean, intercepted three 
passes and returned one 36 yards for a touchdown 
as the Redskins brought the Giants back to earth 
with a 30-14 win. Jets placekicker Pat Leahy's ca- 
reer-high five field goals, and Jan Stenerud’s Minne- 
sota-record 54-yard field goal helped their teams to 
victories. Quarterback Steve DeBerg came off the 
bench and passed for 195 yards and two touch- 
downs to lead Tampa Bay past Detroit 21-17. An- 
olher reliever who delivered in the clutch was Matt 
Cavanaugh, who replaced Joe Montana (injured 
rigs) in the third quarter, and rallied the 49ers to a 
30-20 victory over New Orleans, Miami's trio 
of Smuris—5-foot 9-inch wide receivers Mark Clay- 
ton, Mark Duper, and Nat Moore—each caught a 
scoring pass from quarterback Dan Marino to ac- 
count for all three touchdowns in a 21-17 victory at 
Buffalo. 
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STANDINGS 

AFC East Ww ik. F NFC East 

Miami 2 0 0 £Ballas 2 1 0 

NewEngland 2 1 Q NY.Gianis 2 71 O 

N.Y, Jets 2 1 0 Si, Louis 2 1° 

Indianapolis 7 2 QO Philadelphia 1 2 O 

Buttalo 0 3 O #£Washingion 7 2 O 

AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 2 1 O £Chicago 3 0 0 

Cincinnati Oo. 3 a Detroit 1 2 4 

Cleveland Oo 3 O £GreenBay 1 2 O 

Houston 0 Ss OG Minnesota 1 owe 
| AFC West Tampa Bay 1 2 0 

LA. Aaiders 3 OD O NFC West 

Denver 2 1 @ SanFrancisco 3 O 0 

Kansas City 2 1 OO  Allanta 1.2 2 

San Diego 2 1 0 #LA. Rams 1 2.9 

Seattle 2 1 0 New Orleans 1 2 O 

SCORES 

AFC 


Denver 24, Cleveland 14 

L.A. Raiders 22. Kansas City 20 
Miami 21, Bulfalo 17 

Naw England 8, Seattle 23 
N.Y, Jets 43, Cincinnati 23 

San Diego 31, Houston 14 


NFC 

Chicago 9, Green Bay 7 

Dallas 23, Philadelphia 17 
Minnesota 27, Atlanta 20 

San Francisco 30, New Orleans 20 
Tampa Bay 21, Detroit 17 
Washington 30, N.Y. Giants 14 
Interconference 

Pittsburgh 24, L.A. Rams 14 

St, Louis 34, Indianapolis 33 





the second half, during which the only seor- 
ing came On an interception for a touchdown 
by rookie Randy Robbins. **That was. def- 
initely winning ugly, That's okay though, It 
beats what happened last week [a 27-0 loss 
to Chicago},”” 

Tight end Kellen Winslow returned from a 
one-week “‘retirement’’ with a new five-year 
contract. Despite being an unfamiliar target 
for boos from Chargers. fans. at San Diego 
Jack Murphy Stadium, he caught 10 passes 
for 146 yards as San Diego defeated Hous- 
ton 31-14, giving head coach Don Coryell 
his one-hundredth NFL coaching victory. 

Things were lively at the Metrodome, 
where Minnesota rookie head coach Les 
Steckel again resorted to trickery to register 
his first NFL. coaching victory, 

Rookie running back Alfred Anderson, 
who one Week earlier against the Eagles had 
completed a 20-yard scoring pass lo quarter- 
buck Tommy Kramer. this week uncorked a 
43-yard third-quarter touchdown pass to 
wide receiver Dwight Collins for the deci- 
sive points ina 27-20 win over Atlanta. 

There was more subterfuge in Dallas, A 
49-yard flea-flicker touchdown pass from 
Mike Renfro to fellow wide receiver Doug 
Donley late in the third quarter provided the 
winning points in the Cowboys’ 23-17 vic- 
tory over the Eagles, Philadelphia managed 
only 56 yards rushing. 

The Raiders continued to do what they do 
best —win—at Kansas City, despite quarter- 
back Jim Plunkett's four interceptions. 

Trailing 20-19 late in the fourth quarter, 
Plunkett drove the Raiders 73 yards to the 
Kansas City |-yard line, then stood aside as 
Chris Bahr kicked a 19-yard field goal to 
give Los Angeles a 22-20 victory. 

“When you intercept someone like him 
[Plunkett] four times it’s hard to imagine 
you ll get beat,’ said Chiefs defensive end 
Mike Bell. “*But you have to play the Raid- 
ers for the whole sixty minutes, ”’ 

It was a different story for quarterback 
Ken Anderson and the Bengals, who lost 
their third consecutive game. Anderson also 
threw four interceptions in a 43-23 loss to 
the Jets. who got 150 yards rushing from 
Freeman MeNeil and quarterback Pat Ryan's 
finest pro performance (20 of 33 for 251 
yards and no interceptions). 

There are no words in Webyter’s Diction- 
ary to help us now,” said Bengals wide re- 


| ceiver Cris Collinswerth, 


> Cleveland nose tackle Bob Golic unloaa- 
ed on John Elway, but not in time. Elway 
and the Broncos spotted the Browns a 
14-0 Jead before coming back to win the 
game 24-14. 














WEEK THREE/SEPTEMBER 16 


The Defense Turns 

the Tide for Washington, 
Continues the Onslaught 
for New York, and 
Disappears for Seattle 
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v Roland James of New England blitzed Dave Krieg to no avail. «Ken Stabler replaced Richard Todd at quarterback for New 
Krieg led Seattle to a 23-0 lead, but the Patriots made the great- Orleans and led the Saints from a 17-0 deficit to a 20-17 lead. 
est comeback in the club's history to win 38-23. However, the 49ers pulled it out 30-20. 
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a Pittsburgh rookie Louis Lipps knows his 
way around a football field as the Rams 
defenders behind him can attest. Lipps 
scored a touchdown in a 24-14 victory. 









mad fi an > —_ : 
a Ron Jaworski scrambled away from Dal- a Defensive end Mark Gastineau of the New York Jets sacked Bengals quarter- 
las's Michael Downs. The Cowboys inter- back Turk Schonert, causing a fumble. Ben Rudolph of the Jets recovered, and 
cepted Jaworski three times in defeating three plays later Bruce Harper scored. New York spent the day turning Cincin- 


Philadelphia 23-17. nati errors into points and won 43-23. 





————- 


«Washington's Vernon Dean ran 


— ar | = eI tg! Peres 36 yards for a touchdown with 
—— 2 Sean rte wae = Si this interception. The Redskins 
scored on two Giants turnovers 
in the fourth quarter to break 
open a close game and defeat 
New York 30-14. 
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September 23—Is there a sute worse than 
leading the Los Angeles Raiders by less than 
a touchdown with less than a minute to play 
on **Monday Night Football?” 

It has always been de rigueur lor the Raid- 
ers to pull off last-minute victories (remem- 
ber “*Heidi® in 19687). ““Just part of the 
Raiders” tradition,” says quarterback Jim 
Plunkett. 

And Monday night? You know about the 
Raiders on Monday night. ..20-2-1 going 
inte 1984. Now add more tradition and 
muke that record 21-2-1. 

This time they defeated San Diego 33-30 
when running back Marcus Allen scored his 
fourth touchdown of the game on a one-vard 
lying dive worthy of Olympic champion 
Greg Lougants with 56 seconds left. 

The Chargers, led by second-year running 
back Earnest Jackson's [55 yards rushing, 
had fought back from a 20-10 third-quarter 
deficit to take a 30-20 lead with just more 
than 10 minutes to play in the game, 

But Plunkett (24 of 33 for 363 yards pass- 
ing and one touchdown) directed fourth-quiar: 
ter touchdown drives of 53 and 76 yards to 
keep the Raiders unbeaten. 

Quarterbacks, including two understud- 
ies, Were the story in the NFC West. which 
had a perfect 4-0 week. 

Jef Kemp. the fourth-year free agent 
from Dartmouth with the Congressman 
(Jack) father, started his first NFL game in 
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Danielso n 


G. Blackwood stenerud 

“Nobody could understand why |'d be interested ina 
forty-one-year-old placekicker,” said Minnesota 
head coach Les Steckel, after Jan Stenerud had 
kicked five field goals to help the Vikings defeat 
Detroit 29-28. “Maybe people will see why | traded 
for him now.” Stenerud’s big day and Minnesota's 
victory offset an impressive performance by Lions 
quarierback Gary Danielson, who completed 24 of 
30 passes without an interception for 218 yards and 


four touchdowns—three to wide receiver Leonard | 


Thompson. Dallas defensive tackle Randy White 
was in. on 10 tackles, including two quarterback 
sacks, as he Cowboys limited Green Bay to an aver- 
age of 1.8 yards per pass play in their 20-6 victory 
Seattle nose tackle Joe Nash, who recovered a fum- 
ble in the Bears’ end zone and had five unassisted 
lackles, also was instrumental in his team’s 38-9 vic- 
lary, Miami's Reggie Roby wasn‘ called on often, 
but he averaged 53 yards on three punts, including a 
career-best 66-yarder in the Dolphins 44-7 rout of In- 
dianapolis. Safety Glenn Blackwood intercepted a 
Pass and recovered a fumble to stop two Colts scor- 
ing threats in the game. 
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The Redskins Find Their Stride (No. 44), 
Don Shula Imports a New Edge, and the 
Chargers Suffer Through a Familiar Ritual 


place of Vince Ferragamo (broken finger) 
and was a big factor in the Rams” 24-14 vic- 
tory at Cincinnati. Kemp completed 13 of 
23 passes for 206 yards. no interceptions. 
und a S52-vard touchdown strike to wide re- 
ceiver Ron Brown. 

“Jel Kemp played an absolutely great 
game.” Rams head couch John Robinson 
gushed. “He was efficient. He threw the 
ball deep and threw the ball short. He didn't 
really make any mistake that | know of, 

With Joe Montanit nursing a severely 
bruised sternum, backup Matt Cavanaugh 
threw three touchdown passes to lead the 
49ers to a 21-9 victory at Philadelphia. The 
Eagles might have had a victory if they 
hadn tdropped 10 passes, 

Three of Atlanta quarterback Steve Bart- 
kowskt's [3 pisses (and 1! completions) 
were cuught for touchdowns, as the Fulcons 
defeated Houston 42-10. 

“We may qualify for the Lady Byne 
Trophy.” said Houston defensive coordinat- 
or Jerry Glanville, “You know what the 
Lady Byng is? Its what they give in hockey 
fo the most polite player in the NHL |actual- 
ly. the least-penalized player. |" 

And in New Orleans, Richard Todd re- 
bounded from his benching the previous 
week with a ereditable performance that in- 
cluded a 30-yard touchdown pass to Wayne 
Wilson as the Saints topped St. Louis 34-24. 

Dallas's defense dominated Green Bay. 


STANDINGS : 
AFC East W L T  WNFC East wo Lk UT 
Miami 4 0 O Dallas 3s 7 90 
N.Y. Jets 3 41 =O WAY, Gianis 3 4 O 
NewEngland 2 2 0 £St Lous 2 2 @ 
indanapols 1 3 0 Washingion 2 2 O 
Bullalo Oo 4 oO Philadelphia 7 3 O 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 2 2 0 #£Uhicago 2 1 4 
Cleveland t 2 6 Minnesota 2 2 § 
Cincinnatl 0 4 OO BPetroit 1 3 @ 
Houston 60 4 O Green Bay 1 wa '8 
AFC West TampaBay 1 3 0 
L.A. Raiders 4 0 OO =NFC West 

Denver ao T 8 Sanfrancisco 4 OQ O 
Seattle 3 1 0  £Allanta 2 2 OD 
KansasCity 2 2 0 #£LA Rams . ‘eG 
San Diego e e¢ OQ New Orleans 2 ¢ O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Cleveland 20, Pittsourgh 10 
Denver 2). Kansas City 0 

L.A. Raiders 33, San Diego 30 
Miami 44. Indianapolis 7 

ALY Jets 28. Bulfalo 26 


NFC 

Dallas 20, Green Bay 6 
Minnesota 29 Detroil 28 

New Orleans 34, St, Lours 24 
N.Y, Grants 17, Tampa Bay 14 
San Francisco 21, Philadelphia 9 


interconlerence 

Atlanta 42, Houston 10 

LA, Rams 24, Cincinnatl 14 
Seattle 38, Chicago's 
Washington 26, New England 10 








which managed just 204 yards in a 20-6 loss 
lo the Cowboys. Cornerback Everson Walls 
intereeptvd two pisses, and sufety Michael 
Downs recorded a pair of quarterback sacks 
and blocked an extra point, 

Mianit head coach Don Shula, whose auto- 
biography is entitled The Winning Edge, 
picked up a 270-pound edge to bolster the 
Dolphins’ running game: former Cincinnati 
und (briefly) San Diego assault back Pete 
Johnson, who arrived in Miami at 10 pom. on 
Saturday meht. Johnson paid a quick divi- 
dencd: he scored Miami's tirst touchdown in 
i 44-7 rout of Indianapolis. 

“We gave him a ecrash course on goal-line 
situations by holding a walk-through this 
morning.” Shula said. “It’s amazing how 
quickly he picked things up." 

Bullalo’s secondary couldn't pick up 
wide receiver Wesley Walker, who caught 
three tauchdown passes from quarterback 
Pat Ryan to lead the Jets to a 28-26 victory 
over the winless Bills, 

“Twas coming off the line slow.” Walk- 
ersiid. “then f would just blow by them.” 

Linebacker Lawrence Taylor repeatedly 
blew into the Tampa Bay backfield. With 
six unussisted tackles and four sacks of Bue- 
cuneers quarterback Steve DeBerg (includ- 
ing one in which he stripped the ball trom 
DeBerg to set up New York's first touch- 
down), he was the major force in the Giants’ 
1 7-l4 victory, 

“Sometimes they wouldn't put a blocker 
onome. dnd thats ridiculous,” Taylor said, 
“Twas s0 wide open, | thought they were try- 
Ing to trick me, Theo | thought they just 


didn't see me. | must be invisible, 


“He's such a dominating foree.’’ said 


Teammate hurry Carson. “lm glad 1 play 


with him and not against him.” 
Dominating also applies to John Riggins 
—i good back with u bad back. Riggins 


shrugged off recurring lower back pain to 


rush for 140 yards and his one hundredth ca- 
reer touchdown. Teammate Mark Moseley 
kicked four field vouls and two extra points 
to move past the Patriots’ Gino Cappellett 
an the all-time NFL scoring list, as the Red- 
skins maved past New England 26-10. 
“They whipped us.”* sal Patriots corner- 
bach Raymond Clayborn, "They overpow- 


ered us on first down and wore us down. We 


cunt say we didn't do this and we didn’t do 
that. Washington dictated what they wanted 


- todo, | was a little shell-shocked, "’ 


» John Riggins smashed into two New 
England defenders and into the Wash- 
ington record book, as he became the 
Redskins career rushing leader; he also 
scored his one-hundredth NFL touchdown. 





WEEK FOUR/SEPTEMBER 23 


Riggins Bulldozes 

Into Fifth Place Among 
Ball Carriers, but Payton 
Works Harder to Pass 
Harris as Number Two 





a. 


a San Francisco's Matt Cavanaugh got off this pass, de- 
spite pressure from Jody Schulz of Philadelphia. Start- 
ing for injured Joe Montana, Cavanaugh passed for 
three touchdowns and led the 49ers to a 21-9 victory. 


» Cleveland's Paul McDonald tried in vain to get a pass 
off before the arrival of Pittsburgh linebacker Robin Cole 
(56). McDonald was sacked on this play, but he threw 
two touchdown passes to lead a 20-10 victory. 








a Gerald Willhite of Denver eluded Kansas City's Art Still. Willhite 
carried the ball just four times in the Broncos’ 21-0 victory, but 
he made them count, totaling 68 yards. 
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a/n a role reversal, Dallas cornerback Everson Walls be- v Walter Payton and Franco Harris met after Payton ran for 
came a receiver, and Green Bay receiver Phillip Epps a de- 116 yards to pass Harris as the NFL's number-two career 
fender. Walls made two interceptions in Dallas's 20-6 victory. rusher. Harris had only 23 yards, but Seattle beat Chicago. 
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«Marcus Allen dived into the end 
zone for his fourth touchdown in a 
33-30 victory over San Diego. The 
Raiders drove 76 yards in 10 plays 
and scored with 45 seconds left to 
overcome the Chargers and raise 
their record to 4-0. 
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September 30—September was a sweet 
song for the San Francisco 49ers and the Mi- 
ami Dolphins, ending on a high note for 
both teams, 

On the month's final weekend, San Fran- 
cisco quarterback Joe Montana. outfitted 
with a flak jacket to protect bruised ribs. 
threw two second-quarter louchdown passes 
against Atlanta. The 49ers, outfitted with a 
compensatory game plan to offset a hobbled 
secondary, defeated Atlhinta 14-5, 

Holding their opponent without a touch- 
down for the second consecutive week, the 
49ers deployed a 3-3-5 Nickel defense cus- 
tomized to stop the ran—specilically NFL 
rushing leader Gerald Riggs, 

Riggs still gained 136 yards. and Atlanta 
amassed 418 total yards. But with three goul- 
line stands, and as recipients of three turn- 
overs. the 49ers barred the NFC’s top-scor- 
ing feum from the end zone, 

“We played on nerve, poise. and pride.” 
sald 49ers head couch Bill Walsh. 

Miami also faced a teum with a bandaged 
secondary: St. Louis was missing three in- 
jured cornerbacks, But the Cardinals didn’t 
exactly reecive Red Cross treatment fram 
the Dolphins, who instead attacked like 
sharks seenting blood, 

The “treatment” the Cardinals received 
wus another passing frenzy by quarterback 
Dun Marino (24 of 36 for a club-record 429 
yards und three touchdowns) and wide re- 


The Los Angeles Rams S 
Conscious, the 49ers Show Another Way to 
Win, and Miami Shows No Mercy 


ceivers Mark Duper (eight catches tor 164 
yards) and Mark Clayton (five for 143 and 
one touchdown), 

“He [Marino] has been sharp since he 
got here,” said Dolphins head coach Don 
Shula after Miami's. fifth consecutive vie- 
tory. 36-28, “Its hard to differentiate be- 
iween sharp, sharper. and sharpest.” 

The clock finally struck midnight for the 
Raiders, who proved mortal with a 16-13 
loss ut Denver that created a three-way tie 
for first in the AFC West between those two 
and Seattle. a 20-12 victor at Minnesota. 

With Denver owning the ball (on its own 
[5) and a 16-13 lead with 4:34 left to play. 
the Raiders collapsed inte their 3-3-5 de- 
fense, dubbed the “Orange Special.“” The 
alignment had worked earlier, three times 
forcing Denver to settle for Rich Karlis field 
goals alter having first downs inside the Los 
Angeles 10. 

But Denver hadn't planned on pesaiig out 
the clock: with Gerald Willhite rushing nine 
times. for 36 yards and three first downs on 
the drive, the Broncos were able to kill the 
remaining ime. 

“They did a good job with it [the Orange 
Special] down near the goal line,”” said 
Denver quarterback John Elway, ““but T wis 
surprised when | saw them go to it late in the 
game. It’s nota good run defense.” 

The New York Giunts’ running game 
(cight yards on 13 carries) Was not quite so 
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Eason 


Alter three seasons on special teams, Eric Lane 
stepped into the void created by the Injury to Curt 
Warner and rushed for 113 yards and a touchdown 
to help the Seahawks beat Minnesota 20-12. Charq- 
ers rookie Lionel! James, the NFL's smallest (5-6, 
170) running back, rushed 10 times for 58 yards ina 
27-24 victory over Detroit. “| may have lost a couple 
of more inches today the way they were pounding 
my head,” James said. Quarterback Tony Eason 
accounted for all four of New England's. touchdowns 
in its 28-21 win over the Jets. Eason (28 of 42 for 
354 yards) threw three touchdown passes and 
scored on a four-yard run, Bills rookie Greg Bell 
rushed for 144 yards, but Indianapolis, with Randy 
McMillan netting 114 yards and scoring two touch- 
downs rushing, won 31-17 Cornerback Dwayne 
Woodruff and safely Donnie Shell each intercepted 
lwo passes as Piltsburgh beat Cincinnati 38-17 
Safely Frank Wattelet’s 35-yard touchdown return 
of an interception helped the Saints keep Houston 
winless 27-10. Redskins defensive end Dexter 
Manley had 2'> sacks as Washington shut out the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
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STANDINGS 

AFC East WoekLsT NFC East W LT 
Miami 5 @ 0 Dallas 4 1 0 
NewEngland 3 2 0 WNY.Giants 3 2 O 
NY Jels 3a 2 Q #£Washingion 3 2 O 
indianapolis 2 3 O S!, Louis 2. 3 @O 
Buffalo 0 5 O Philadelphia 1 4 O 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh a 2 0 Chicago 3 2 90 
Cleveland 1 4 OQ Minnesota a” @ § 
Cincinnati Oo & OO jjTampaBay 2 3 O 
Houston ry 4 oO Detroit 1 a4 Oo 
AFC West Green Bay 1 id ( 
Denver 4 7 0 NFC West 

LA Rader 4 7 O San Francisco 5 OF O 
Seattle 4 1 0 LA, Rams a 2 @ 
KansasCiy 3 2 O New Orleans 3 2 O 
San Diego 3 2 0  Atlania 2. 2 2 
SCORES 

AFC 


Denver 16, L.A, Raiders 13 
Indianapolis 31, Buffalo 17 
Kansas City 10, Cleveland 6 
New England 28, N.Y Jets 21 
Pittsburgh 38, Cincinnati 17 


NFC 

Dallas 23, Chicago 14 

LA. Rams 33, N.Y. Giants 12 

San Francisco 14, Allania 5 
Tampa Bay 30. Green Bay 27 (OT) 
Washington 20, Philadelphia 0 


Interconference 

Miami 36. St. Louis 28 

New Orleans 27. Houston 10 
San Diego 27, Detroit 24 
Seattle 20, Minnesota 12 


how They Are Safety 





swilt against the Rams. who also blocked 
two punts by Dave Jennings (both for sule- 
ties), sucked quarterback Phil Simms five 
times (once for u salety, giving the Rams an 
NFL record of three in the game), and de- 
feated the Giants 33-12, 

“One time when we had him [Simms] 
pinned inside the twenty," said Rams defen- 
sive end Jack Youngblood, “*Phil came to 
the line and started counting us. | heard him 
say. ‘Nine. ten.” and suddenly he stopped. | 
think he expected to count to thirteen or four- 
teen. He just wanted to make sure.’ 

Simms may have thought he had it rough. 
but he wouldn't have wanted to trade places 
with Cleveland’s Paul MeDonald, who was 
sucked |] times (three by linebacker Ken 
McAlister. who also had an intereeption) in 
the Browns’ 10-6 loss to Kansas City. 

Though Walter Payton rushed for |25 
yards on 20 curries in the first half against 
Dallas, Chicago coach Mike Ditka. with his 
Bears trailing 17-14, decided to throw a 
change-up in the third quarter by going to 
his pussing gume. 

It didn’t work, Bears quarterback Jim 
MeMuhon, who was throwing flutterballs. 
serewballs. and wounded ducks all after- 
noon because Of an injured hand. couldn't 
finish the game: Payton carried only five 
times for 25 yards in the second half, anid 
the Cowboys won 23-14. 

“We fell we had to change the pace and 
try to move the ball via the pass.”’ Ditka ex- 
plained. ‘“We were outcouched.”” 

At Tampa Stadium, the Packers were out- 
kicked. as Obed Ariri connected on field 
goals of 46. 49. and 48 yards. the last one 
coming with 4:22 left in overtime to give 
Tampa Bay a 30-27 victory. 

Led by James Wilder's 172 yards rushing 
onan NFL record-tying 43 carries, the Buc- 
caneers led 27-20 with just under two min- 
utes to play. Green Bay forced overtime 
when, with no timeouts left and 21 seconds 
lo play. wide receiver Jumes Lofton caught 
i puss at the Buccaneers’ 12. About to be 
tackled. he lateraled to Gerry Ellis, who ran 
iin from the 13 fora touchdown. 

“The vision [had,"” said Tampa Bay safe- 
ty Beasley Reece. who was fooled on the 
play. "was of me ona plane to Waco. Tex- 
as. Without a job. [ put in an emergency call 
to God to pull me out of this one.” 

Arin: must have been listening in on a 
party line, 


e Allanta running back Gerald Riggs 
rushed for 136 yards and caught three 
passes, but the San Francisco defense 
stopped the Falcons when necessary to 
win the game 14-5. 








WEEK FIVE/SEPTEMBER 30 


Quarterbacks Suffer 
as Defenses Dominate 
in Indianapolis, 
Kansas City, Denver, 
and Pittsburgh 





4 Buffalo quarterback Joe Dufek was pressured 
out of the pocket in his first NFL start. The Colts 
intercepted Dufek three times and sacked him 
five times in a 31-17 victory. 


ee re 


a Denver's Sammy Winder ran for 91 of his 
team's 233 rushing yards as the Broncos hand- 
ed the champion Raiders their first loss, 16-13. 





vJames Wilder followed Tampa Bay teammate Jimmie Giles's block on 
one of his 43 carries, which tied an NFL record. Wilder ran for 172 
yards, including a 33-yard touchdown run. He also caught four passes 
as the Buccaneers defeated Green Bay 30-27 in overtime. 
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a Los Angeles Rams linebacker Norwood Vann blocked a punt by 
Dave Jennings of the New York Giants, resulting in a safety. It 
was the Rams’ third safety of the day, an NFL record. Los An- 
geles defeated the Giants 33-12. 





v Cornerback Dwayne Woodruff left Isaac Curtis behind 
on a 42-yard interception return for a Pittsburgh touch- 
down. The Steelers intercepted five passes in a 38-17 
rout of Cincinnati. 





«Kansas City linebacker Ken McAlister re- 
turned an interception of a pass by Cleve- 
land's Paul McDonald. The Chiefs’ defense 
dominated the game, intercepting four 
passes and registering 11 sacks in a 10-6 


victory. 
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October 7—In many ways it Was @ typical 
Walter Payton run, On the second play of 
the third quarter—his seventeenth carry in 
Chieago’s 20-7 victory over New Orleans — 
Payton took a pitch from quarterback Jim 
McMahon, followed guard Mark Bortz and 
fullbck Matt Suhey around the Jett side, 
und shot forward fora six-yard gain, 

However. this was no ordinary six-vard 
pick-up, This put Payton ever the top. eclips- 
ing Jim Brown's near-mythieal NFL record 
OF 12.312 yards rushing in a career. Payton 
hud begun the game just 67 vards shy of 
Brown and finished with 154, thus breaking 
another of Brown's records: 58 career games 
OP LOU or more yards rushing. 

“Breaking Jim Brown's reeord 1s ukin to 
Hank Auron breaking Babe Ruth's home run 
record and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar breaking 
Wilt Chamberlain's point total,” said Prest- 
dent Ronald Reagan. congratulating Payton. 

The only remaining question on every- 
one’s mind seemed to be just how far Payton 
will stretch the record. 

“What he’s going to do.” suggested Dal- 
las’s Tony Dorsett. “‘is put the career record 
so hurout there. that yours truly won't have 
a chanee. You cannot overemphasize what 
he’s done. .you can't make too big aw flap 
about it.” 

“| had my eleven-thousand mile tune-up 
in the offseason.” said Pavion. referring to 
urthroscopic knee surgery. “and | feel great, 


Payton Keeps His Appointment With 
Marino Keeps the Dolphins Rolling, and the 
Redskins Keep Dallas Company 


The way vou think is the way you are. and | 
think Pin twenty-three,” 

Miami’s Diot Muring, a 23-Vear-old plav- 
er performing like a I0-yeur veteran. re- 
turned to bis nutive Pittsburgh to orchestrate 
a 31-7 Dolphins vietory—the Steelers’ 
worst defeat ever ut Three Rivers Stadium. 

The anticipated ducl between Marino and 
the Steelers’ David Woodley. whem Marino 
unseated as Miami's naniber-one quarter: 
back. in 1983. ended when Woodley sulfered 
a concussion and couldnt come back, With 
Marino throwing two touchdown passes. to 
help the Dolphins open a 21-0 halftime lead, 
the Steclers couldnt come back, either. 

Quarterback Neil Lomax and wide recetv- 
er Roy Green untouded on Dallas iy the see- 
ond half to break open a close game as St. 
Lows surprised the Cowboys 31-20. Well. 
not everyone Was surprised. 

“We're as good a tewm as they are.” sated 
Green. who caught touchdown passes of 70 
dnd 45 yards as the Curdinals scored 17 
conseeutive points in the third quarter to 
tuke a 31-13 lead, 

Dallas coach Tom Landry replaced ineffec- 
tive quarterback Gary Hogeboom with Dan- 
ny White in the third quarter, and Whiie 
connected with rookie Gght end Fred Corn- 
well on a 10-yard scoring pass in the fourth 
period, but by then it wus academic. 


Finally playing the kind of football their 


opponents became accustomed to in 1982 
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Jaworski 


\ 
Cain 


Winslow 


Quarterback Dan Fouts and tight end Kellen Wins- 
low—perhaps the NFL's most devastating passing 
tandem —devastated Green Bay in a 34-28 San Di- 
égo Victory. Fouts completed 31 of 50 passes for 
376 yards and three touchdowns. Winslow had a 
club-record 15 receptions for 157 yards. Kansas 
City placekicker Nick Lowery made good on all 
three of his field-goal attempts in a 17-16 loss to the 
New Yorks Jets. He became the NFL's career accur- 
acy leader with 100 field goals in 131 tries ( 736). At- 
lanta running back Lynn Cain, subbing for injured 
Gerald Riggs, rushed 35 times for 145 yards and 
three touchdowns—all career highs—as the Fal- 
cons defeated the Rams 30-28 at Anaheim Stadium 
Eagles quarterback Ron Jaworski, playing in his 
one hundred ninth consecutive game (tops among 
active quarterbacks), passed for two touchdowns 
and ran for another in a 27-17 win at Buffalo. Wide 
receiver Kevin House caught seven passes for 126 
yards and one touchdown to help Tampa Bay deleat 
Minnesota 35-31. Mosi Tatupu rushed for 83 yards 
in New England's come-from-behind 17-16 victory 
over Cleveland, 
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STANDINGS 
AFC East W LST NFC East WL T 
Miami 6 oO 0 Dallas 4 2 U0 
| NewEnglaand 4 2 0 #$Washington 4 2 O 
N.Y Jets 4 2 6 w.Y Glants 3 5 O 
indianapolis 2 4 QO St, Louis a 2 0 
Buffalo o 66 «66 Philadelphia 2 4 QO 
AFC Central NFC Central 
Pittsburgh 3 $3 0 Chicago 4 2 0 
Cincinnati 1 5 O TampaBay 3 3 O 
Cleveland 1 5 O Minnesota 2 4 0 
| Houston o6€m6s.lhCUD Detroil 1) 0 
AFC West Green Bay 1 & @ 
Denver BE 4f © NFC West 
LA Raiders & 1 OQ San Francisco 6 O O 
San Diego 4 2 0 Allanta a 2 6 
Seattle 42 @ LA. Rams a3 3 O 
KansasCity 93 3 @ NewOrleans 39 3 O 
SCORES 
AFC 


Cincinnati 13, Houston 3 

L.A. Raiders 28, Seatile 14 
Miami 31, Pittsburgh 7 

New England 17, Cleveland 16 
NY. Jets 17, Kansas City 16 


NFC 

Atlanta 30, _.A. Rams 28 
Chicago 20, New Orleans 7 

ot, Louis 31, Dallas 20 

San Francisco 31, N.Y. Giants 10 
Tampa Bay 35, Minnesota 31 


Interconference 

Denver 28, Oetroil 7 
Philadelphia 27, Buffalo 17 
San Diego 34, Green Bay 28 
Washington 35, Indianapolis 7 


Destiny, 





und 1983. the Redskins tuned up for an NPC 
East showdown with Dallas in Week Seven 
by ripping Indianapolis 35-7. 

Leading the way for the Redskins were 
quarterback Joe Theismann, who matched 
lis previous 1984 total of four touchdown 
passes with four against the Colts, and wide 
receiver Art Monk, who caught three of 
Theismann’s scoring throws. 

It would have been hard for the 49ers to 
come on uny stronger in the first half against 
the Grints on Mondiy night, 

Three touchdown passes by Joe Montana, 
including a 59-yard lightning bolt to wide re- 
veer Renaldo Nehemiah Jess then three 
minutes into the gume, anda 79-vard punt re- 
turn for a touchdown by Dana McLemore. 
ereated a 28-3 lead carly in the second 
quarter, Only the final score (31-10) was im 
doubt after that, 

Before this weck. Raiders backup quarter- 
back Mare Wilson hadn't plaved ina regular- 
scuson gume since November 6, 1983, when 
he broke a shoulder against Kansas City. 
But when Jim Plunkett went to the sidelines 
with a pulled stomach musele late in the first 
quarter against Seattle. Wilson hit the same 
impressive groove he found in 1983, 

Wilson completed 12 of 19 passes for 309 
yurds. He connected with running back Mar- 
cus Allen on a 35-yard touchdown pass and 
u 92-yard completion, which set up a |-yard 
tolichdown run by Allen, The Ratders: 
28-14 victory moved them a game ahead of 
Seattle in the AFC West. 

But the Raiders couldn't pick up ground 
on the Broncos, who remained tied for first 
by defeating Detroit 28-7. 

The Lions outgained Denver 348 yards to 
287, bul seven interceptions, including one 
Broncos linebacker Ken Woodard returned 
for a touchdown, and three lost fumbles. 
one of which defensive end Rulon Jones re- 
rummed five yards fora score, ruined Detroit, 

Cincinnat, with rookie quarterback Boom- 
er Estuson making his first start and scoring 
the game's only touchdown. won a battle of 
the winless, defeating Houston 13-3, 

“Has Reagan called yet?’ quipped Ben- 
wils head couch Sam Wyehe after his first 
NPL victory. 

Cincinnati linebacker Glenn Cameron, a 
l-yeur veteran who played in Super Bowl 
NVI, had aw more realistic Comment. “At 
least now my dog won't bite me.” he said, 
“and my wife won'tlock the door on me.” 


» Chicago Bears running back Walter 
Payton ran for 154 yards against New 
Orleans to break Jim Brown's career 
rushing record. Here Payton scores a 
touchdown in the Bears’ 20-7 victory. 


“isn 7 ae > 2 &, 
tee ales 
tig te at f 


‘\ 
~ -e 


4 » . 
po fe) Aba, 
p “ 





~WEEK SIX/OCTOBER 7 


The Paaesre——Thieleiiarit: 
Fouts, and Marino— 
Keep on Passing, but in 
Cincinnati a New 
Quarterback Runs to Win 


v Washington's Art Monk beat Tate Randle 
of the Colts for one of his three first-half 
touchdown receptions from Joe Theismann. 
The Redskins defeated Indianapolis 35-7. 
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a Ed (Too Tall) Jones sacked St. Louis quarterback Neil Lomax, one of four 
sacks by Dallas. The Cardinals had the last laugh, however, rolling up 477 
yards in a 31-20 victory. 


» Cincinnati rookie quarterback Boomer 
Esiason scored the game's only touch- 
down in his first NFL start, leading the Ben- 
gals over visiting Houston 13-3. 





, 
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4 Enroute to one of his biggestgames, |§¥DanMarinodumpeda short pass off to 
San Diego quarterback Dan Fouts hit Tony Nathan in Marino’s first pro ap- 
31 of 50 passes for 376 yards and 3 pearance in his hometown, Pittsburgh. 
touchdowns as the Chargers beat Marino threw for 226 yards as the Dol- 
Green Bay for the first time ever, 34-28. | phins defeated the Steelers 31-7. 











vDana McLemore scored on a 79-yard 
punt return as San Francisco erupted for 
21 first-quarter points in a 31-10 victory 
over the New York Giants. 
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a Cleveland head coach Sam RAutigliano 
and quarterback Paul McDonald both 
look shocked—and they were. The 
Browns had just lost 17-16 to New Eng- 
land after leading 16-3. 
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October 14—Pittsburgh head coach Chuck 
Noll is usually a hard man to impress. May- 
be it’s because his teams have won four 
Super Bowls. 

But when the Steelers came from behind 
to defeat Sun Francisco 20-17 at Candlestick 
Park this week, Noll was duly impressed, 

‘Super Bowl victories are great." he 
sald. ““but I've never been wssociled with a 
ereater victory than this one.” 

After Pittsburgh tied the score [7-17 on 
quarterback Mark Malone's six-yard touch- 
down pass to John Stallworth with 3:21 lett, 
linebacker Bryan Hinkle returned a one- 
handed interception 43 yards to set up a 
pume-winning 2)-yard field goal by Gary 
Anderson with 1:42 remaining. 

The loss. San Franeiseo’s first of the sca- 
son, reduced the 49ers” lead over the Rams 
(28-10 victors at New Orleans) to two 
games; Pittsburgh moved three gumes. in 
front of Cincinnati and Cleveland, 

Despite acquiring Earl Campbell from 
Houston cartier in the week. the Saints’ of 
fense was harmless (ind in considerable dis- 
array). Campbell gained 19 yards on five 
curries, und George Rogers added but [| 
more yards rushing. Head couch Bum Phil- 
lips even began alternating quarterbacks 
Richard Todd and Ken Stabler (neither of 
whom was effective), a strategy he previous- 
ly has abhored, and for which he was booed, 

Conversely, the Rams’ offense was pur- 
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Collins Largent 


Wide receiver Steve Largent’s second touchdown 
catch of the game—a 51-yard pass from quarter- 
back Dave Krieg—gave Seattle a 31-28 victory 
over Buffalo. Ottis Anderson rushed for 82 
yards and a touchdown to help St, Louis defeat Chi- 
cago 38-21, Rookie linebackers Carl Banks and 
Gary Reasons were instrumental in the Giants’ 
19-7 win al Allanta, “This week, our motto was ‘Be 
around the ball, make it seem like we ve got fourteen 
people out there—and hit people, “ said fellow 
Giants linebacker Lawrence Taylor, Defensive line- 
men Ken Clarke and Dennis Harrison were hitting 
the Colts; each had six solo tackles and two sacks, 
and helped the Eagles limit the AFC's top rushing 
team to 127 yards on the ground in a 16-7 victory. 
Rookie Paul McFadden kicked three field goals for 
Philadelphia's final nine points. Chris Bahr's 
20-yard field goal as lime expired gave [he Raiders 
a 23-20 victory over Minnesota. Rams linebacker 


Jim Collins had 14 solo tackles and safety Nolan | 


Cromwell intercepted two passes—returning one 
lor a touchdown—in Los Angeles's 28-10 win at 
New Orleans, 
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The Redskins Romp Past Dallas, the Packers 
Get Lost in a Denver Snowstorm, and the 
Steelers Impress Their Coach 


rmg. Eric Dickerson rushed for 164 yards on 
7] carries, and quarterback Jeff Kemp threw 
three touchdown pisses. 

“There ain't but one guy to pin it [the 
loss| on, and that’s me.” Phillips said. *"] 
know who the fans were booing.” 

The fans at RFK Stadium Were roaring a 
different tune. Washington dominated Dul- 
lus 34-14 to regain sole possession of first 
place in the NFC East. John Riggins pound- 
ed the Cowboys for 165 yards on 32 carries. 
Joe Theismann threw three touchdown pass- 
es —two short ones to tight end Clint Didier 
and an 80-yard bomb to newly aequired 
wide receiver Calvin Muhammad. 

With his big day, Riggins became only 
the filth NFL running back to surpass the 
[0.000-yard rushing figure. Typically, he 
underplayed the achievement, “Ive never 
really thought about 10,000 yards,” he said. 
“Besides. they don’t give medals for fifth 
place." 

Kinsas City quarterbuck Bill Kenney, out 
with a broken thiimb since the Chiets’ final 
preseason game. replaced Todd Blackledge 
midway through the third quarter with the 
Chiets leading San Diewo 10-6. After throw- 
ing ain interception that cornerback Gill 
Byrd returned 99 yards for a touchdown (*"I 
wits rusty.” Kenney said). he passed for 238 
yards and two touchdowns, and the Chiefs 
stormed past the Chargers 31-13. 

Green Bay and Denver played ""snow- 


STANDINGS 

AFC East WL 7  £WNFC East W L T 
Miami 7 OF © #£Washingion 5 2 O 
NewEngland 5 2 0 _ Dallas 4 3 0 
N.¥. Jets a ef oO NY Giants 4 3 O 
Indianapolis 2 5 QO St. Louis 41 8 
Buttalo 0 7 O £Philadelphia 3 4 O 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 4 3 #0 £Chicago 4 3 0 
Cincinnati 1 & O TampaBay 3 4 O 
Cleveland 1 6 O Detroit 2 5 6 
Houston a 7 O Minnesota 2 5 0 
Denver 6 1 OG #£WNFC West 

LA Raiders 6 1 QO oan Francisca & 1 #0 
Seattle 5 2 D LA.Rams 4.3) 0 
KansasCity 4 3 O Atlanta 9464 «0 
San Diego 4 3 0 =WNewOrleans 3 4 O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Kansas Clty 31, San Diego 13 
Miami 28, Houston 10 

New England 20, Cincinnati 14 
ALY. Jets 24. Cleveland 20 
Seattle 31, Buffalo 28 


NFC 

Detroit 13, Tampa Bay 7 (OT) 
LA. Rams 28, New Orleans 10 
N.Y, Giants 19, Atlanta 7 

St. Louis 38, Chicago 21 
Washington 34, Dallas 14 


interconference 

Denver 1/7, Green Bay 14 

LA Raiders 23, Minnesota 20 
Philadelphia 16, Indianapolis 7 
Pittsburgh 20, San Francisco 17 





ball” at snow-swept Mile High Stadium on 
Monday night, with both teams slipping and 
sliding the entire evening in the steady snow- 
fall, 

Despite offensive gallantry by quarter- 
back Lynn Dickey (27 of 37 for 37) yards) 
und wide receiver James Lofton (11 catches 
for 206 yards and one touchdown) in the 
swirling, treacherous snow, Green Bay lost 
ifs sixth consecutive game 17-4. 

The ‘turning point’’ occurred in the first 
37 seconds of play. when Green Bay run- 
ning backs Gerry Ellis and Jessie Clark lost 
fumbles on the Packers’ first two plays from 
scrimmage. Both fumbles were returned by 
Denver for touchdowns—Ellis’s by Steve 
Foley, Clark's by Louis Wright, 

A 30-yard field goal by Rich Karlis in the 
second quarter turned out to be the game 
winner. However. the Packers’ offense moved 
the ball surprisingly well (they outgained 
the Broncos 423 yards to 193), and scored a 
pair of touchdowns in the second half. 

“With all that snow, our timing was 
off.” said Denver head coach Dan Reeves. 
“It seemed like we were playing on snow. 
und they were playing on a fast surtace."” 

Cleveland plummeted further in the AFC 
Central. losing 24-20 to the New York Jets 
when rookie Tony Paige plunged one-yard 
for the winning points with 5:39 left. 

““Now | know what it’s like to be in a gas 
chamber,’’ said Browns head coach Sam 
Rutighano, whose team dropped to 1-6. 
“We were suffocated by our mistakes.” 

The Jets, led by Johnny Heetor’s career- 
highs of 10 carries for 97 yards. rushing, re- 
mained tied for second in the AFC East with 
New England. The Patriots trailed Cincin- 
nati 14-3 at halftime, but rallied behind quar- 
terback Tony Eason’s two touchdown runs 
to win 20-14. 

Miami, the lone remaining undefeated 
team in the NFL, kept its two-game lead tn 
the division. defeating Houston 28-10, 

The Dolphins led the winless Oilers only 
7-0 at halftime. but rookie Joe Carter (105 
yards rushing) and quarterback Dan Marino 
(25 of 32, 321 yards, three touchdowns) 
were too much for the Oilers to handle in 
the second half, 

“We played as well as we could play,’ 
said Houston head coach Hugh Campbell. 
“It may be a sad commentary on this fool- 
ball team, . Il let you draw your own con- 
clusions about that.” 


» San Francisco's Ray Wersching missed 
a game-tying field goal with seven sec- 
onds left in the game...and Pittsburgh 
held on to spoil the 49ers’ perfect record 
with a 20-17 win. 











WEEK SEVEN/OCTOBER 14 


Cardinals, Redskins 
Win Big, Raiders 

and Broncos Win 
Squeakers, and the 
49ers Don’t Win at All 


» New Saints running back Earl 
Campbell is about to collide with 
Charles DeJurnette of the Rams. 
Campbell gained only 19 yards, 
and Los Angeles defeated New 
Orleans 28-10. 





a Marc Wilson shook the rust off in 
his first start of the year, passing 
for 268 yards and a touchdown to 
help lead the Raiders past the upset- 
minded Minnesota Vikings 23-20. 





v Seattle linebacker Bruce Scholtz beat Greg Bell to the ball after Bell fumbled on the 


Buffalo 11. The Seahawks kicked a field goal to go ahead 17-0 and then withstood a 
late Buffalo rally to win 31-28. 





- 


a St. Louis quarterback Neil Lomax made like a running back, 
going nine yards for a touchdown against Chicago, to help 
the Cardinals to a 38-21 victory. 











a The Broncos could no more stop James Lofton than the 
blizzard. Lofton caught 11 passes for 206 yards and a touch- 


down, but Denver beat Green os 17-14. 






a John Piiaine and Randy White met— 
as they did many times in the Red- 
skins’ 34-14 win over Dallas. Riggins 
ran for 165 yards, becoming the fifth 
player to gain 10,000 career yards. 
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v Patriots running back Mosi Tatupu 
bulled past Tim Krumrie (69) and Ron 
Simpkins. Tatupu had 93 yards and 
three receptions as New England de- 
feated Cincinnati 20-14. 
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October 21—It looked like Doomsday in 
Dallas. 

There were the Cowboys... .coming off 
their 34-14 Waterloo at Washington . ., play- 
ing blandly against New Orleans at home 
... dosing 27-6 in the fourth quarter —. .stur- 
ing ut their third consecutive loss... nose 
diving toward a4 record. 

America’s Team was getting booed loudly 
—hy its home fans. 

“The collin was just about nuiled shut.” 
said Dallas coach Tom Landry. 

But the Cowboys rewrote the obituary, 

First, Chuck MeSwain blocked a punt— 
the first blocked punt by a Dallas plaver in 
seven years—iand Tony Dorsett seorcd one 
play later on a three-yard run to slice the 
margin to 27-13 at 1:39 of the final quarter. 

Next, quarterback Danny White, replace: 
ing injured Gary Hogeboom. consummiuted 
an Ss-vard drive with a 12-vard scoring pitss 
to Mike Renfro, That made it 27-20, 

The Cowboys tied the Saints with 2:53 
left when Randy White sacked Ken Stubler 
ul the New Orleans |. forcing a fumble that 
Jim Jeffeoat recovered in the end zone. 

Rafuel Septien made it all worthwhile 
with a 41-yard field goal at 3:42 of overtime 
to give Dallas a 30-27 victory. 

“It’s a great moment... .one that will be 
remembered fora long time.” Danny White 
said, “Its a strange feeling to stand on the 
sideline and have vour emotions controlled 
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Cox 


Sims 


Elway 


Henry Ellard returned a punt 69 yards for a touch- 
down and caught a nine-yard scoring pass to lead 
(he Rams past Allanta 24-10. Cleveland's Steve 
Cox kicked a 60-yard field goal—the second long- 
est in NFL history—but four field goals by Jim 
Breech gave Cincinnati a 12-9 victory. Before injur- 
ing a shoulder, Denver's John Elway passed lor 
148 yards and two touchdowns, Billy Sims suffered 
@ season-ending knee injury in Detroit's 16-14 vic- 


lory al Minnesota, but not before rushing for 103 — 


yards and breaking teammate Dexter Bussey's 
Detroit career rushing record of 5,014 yards. Pat 
Ryan (21 of 31, 260 yards, three touchdowns, no in- 
terceptions) quarterbacked the Jets to a 28-7 win 
over Kansas City. Houston's Warren Moon (25 of 
33, 356 yards, two touchdowns) and San Francis- 
cos Joe Montana (25 of 35, 353 yards, three touch- 
downs) both had big days, but the 49ers won 34-21 
Cornerback Terry Jackson made a game-saving In- 
lerception with 24 seconds left to preserve Seattle's 
30-24 win at Green Bay. Tampa Bay “held” Walter 
Payton to 72 yards rushing, but Jim McMahon 
passed for three touchdowns in a 44-9 victory. 
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The Cowboys Detour Doomsday, St. Louis 
Increases NFC East Intrigue, and the Bears 
Make Their Points (44) in Tampa 


by one lithe Mexican kicker,” 

There was another emotional riptide at 
San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. where a 
record regular-season crowd of 37,442 saw 
the Raiders survive the Chargers” desperute 
fourth-quarter comeback. including an up- 
parent game-tying touchdown by San Diego 
in the final YO seconds that was disallowed 
because of a holding call. 

“Any time we phy those guys. the games 
turn out crazy.” said quarterback Mare Wil- 
son. Whose five touchdown pisses helped 
the Raiders build a 41-23 Jead early in the 
lourth quarter. 

Dan Fouts created sone of the craziness 
by tossing touchdown passes to Kellen Wins- 
low and wide receiver Bobby Duckworth— 
sandwiched around Raiders plieckicker 
Chris Bahr's 32-yard field goul—to cut the 
deficit to 44-37 with 2:36 reniaining 

The Chargers’ detense stopped its leaks an 
the ensuing series, forcing a punt by Ray 
Guy. Fouts (410 yards passin) and his sky 
commandos had a last chanee from their 
own lo-yard line with 2:06 fett, 

Fouts atrlifted the Chargers to the Los 
Angeles 21 in just 33 seconds, Three plays 
later, rookie wide reveiver Jesse Bendross 
caught his first NFL pass and headed lor the 
end vone—seemingly in the clear, But tra- 
gedy struck Bendross at the 3. where the 
ball suddenly squirted loose out of bounds. 

“ET think } was too excited ta get into the 


STANDINGS 
AFC East W L T NFC East W LT 
iirarn & 0 O Dallas 5 2 9 
| ALY, Jets 6 2 0O St Lowis 5 3 O 
NewEngland 5 3 O £Washingion 5 @ O 
Indianapolis 3 5 O NY Giants 4 4 O 
Buffalo Oo 8 oO Philadelphia 4 4 O 
AFC Central NFC Central 
Pitisburgh 4 4 0 Chirago > 2 @ 
Cincinnati 2 6 O Detroit 4 5 Oo 
Cleveland + 3? 8 TampaBay 3 45 O 
Houston 0 8B QO Minnesota e & Q 
AFC West Green Bay 1 7 0 
Denver ry 1 06 NFC West 
LA Raiders F 1 O San Francisco 7 1 @ 
Seattle 6 2? O L.A. Rams 5 3 O 
KansasCiy & 4 0 Atlanta 3 5 0 
San Diego 4 4 0 =WNewOreans 3 5 O 
SCORES 
AFC 


Cincinnati 12, Cleveland § 
Denver 37, Bultalo 7 
Indianapolis 17, Pittsburgh 16 
L.A. Raiders 44, San Diego 37 
Miami 44, New England 24 
N.Y. Jets 28, Kansas City 7 


NFC 

Chicago 44, Tampa Bay 9 
Dallas 30. New Orleans 27 (OT) 
Detroit 16, Minnesota 14 

L.A. Rams 24, Allanta 10 
Philadelphia 24, N.Y, Giants 10 
St Louis 26, Washington 24 


Interconference 
San Francisco 34, Houston 21 
Seattle 30, Green Bay 24 





end vone.” Bendross said. “LT was so excit- 
ed, | guess my knee popped up and knocked 
the ball out of bounds.” 

Undaunted. Fouts sent running back 
Earnest Jackson up the middle. and Jackson 
lore inte the end zone—but the play was 
negated by a holding penalty. 

Qn the next down, defensive back Ted 
Wiitts muted both the trenzied crowd and 
the Chargers” comeback by intercepting 
Fouts in the end zone. 

In addition to filling three games behind 
Denver (a 37-7 winner ut Buffalo) and Los 
Angeles. the Chargers also lost Winslow tor 
the seuson with torn knee ligaments, 

Inthe tightly wrapped NFC East, Philudel- 
phia won its third gume in a row, defeating 
the New York Giants 24-10. 

“A month ago we couldn't even leave the 
house to go shopping.” said Eagles quarter- 
buck Ron Jaworski after passing for three 
touchdowns. including an $3-yard strike to 
rookie wide receiver Kenny Jackson (who 
later suffered a shoulder separation). “*Now 
we're in the playoff hunt. This team has 
come d lone way ina month.” 

Neil O'Donoghue cume a long way—in 
one gume—by kicking a 21-yard field goal 
with three seconds left to give the Cardinals 
ud 26-24 victory against the Redskins, leav- 
ing St, Louis, Washington, and Dullas ted 
for Hirst inthe NPC East, 

“TE Pd missed it, Pd have been packing 
my bags, O'Donoghue admitted. 

Just three minutes prior to his game-win- 
ning kick. O'Donoghue had missed a 40- 
yurd feld-goal attempt. Garlier in the fourth 
quarter. he had blown an extra point, hitting 
the left upright alter an 83-yard touchdown 
puss from Neil Lomax to Roy Green, which 
lelt the Cardinals trailing 24-23. 

And in the “What goes around, comes 
around’ department, Pittsburgh lost a game 
ona recepuion which, not “immaculate.” 
al least qualified as miraculous, 

This one came with 34 seconds left at the 
Hoosier Dome. With the Colts trailing 
l6-10, quarterback Mike Pugel launched a 
piss Pittsburgh cornerback Sam Washington 
tipped —twice—into the air. ..and into the 
hands of Colts wide receiver Ray Butler. 
Who riced 20 more yards fora 34-yard touch- 
down. Placekicker Raul Allegre then won tt 
With his extra point, 

“Its what you call a "serendipity play.” 
sitid Colts head couch Frank Kush. 


» Cleveland long-distance kicker Steve 
Cox left no doubt after making a 60-yard 
field goal against Cincinnati. Cox's kick 
was the second-longest in NFL history, 
but the Browns still lost 12-9. 





WEEK EIGHT /OCTOBER 21 














The Cardinals Confuse 
the Scene in the NFC 
East, While the Dolphins 
Continue to Make the 
AFC East a Runaway 
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a With 24 seconds remaining, Terry Jack- Although the Chargers lost 44-37 to the afRickey Jackson and the Saints gave 
son intercepted a pass intended for John Raiders, their biggest loss was tight end Gary Hogeboom fits before finally knock- 
Jefferson. The turnover allowed Seattle Kellen Winslow, who suffered a season- ing him out of the game. But Danny 
to hold off Green Bay 30-24. ending knee injury. White led a Dallas comeback 30-27. 
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aAs time ran out, Neil O'Donoghue re- Wide receiver Nat Moore scored two The Eric Dickerson show continued in 
deemed himself for earlier misses by kick- touchdowns on passes from Dan Marino Atlanta, as he ran for 142 yards and one 
ing a 21-yard field goal that gave St. as Miami beat New England 44-24. Mari- touchdown to lead the Rams to a 24-10 
Louis a 26-24 victory over Washington. no ran his club record to 24 TD passes. victory over the Falcons. 
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October 28—With visions of silver and 
black goblins dancing in his head. Denver 
backup quarterback Gary Kubiak admitted 
he “didn’t sleep a lick™” the night before the 
third start of his young NFL career aguinst 
the Raiders in Los Angeles. 

Denver ace John Elway was sidelined 
with a shoulder injury: it was going te be up 
to Kubiak, a 1983 etghth-round draft 
choice, to marshal the Broncos’ offense. 

Both teams were 7-1, The streets were 
cleared for this showdown. The winner's 
prize: sole possession af first place in the 
APC West. 

The Raiders. playing before the largest 
home crowd in their history (91.020), 
craved revenge for a 16-13 loss at Denver in 
Week Five. It looked for a while as if thev 
might satisfy their craving, 

Then Kubiak woke up Denver's offense 
with two fourth-quarter touchdown passes. 
the second one climaxing a desperate $4- 
yurd drive, to rally the Broncos to a 19-19 
te in the final minute of regulation. 

Qn the final play of overtime. the huge 
Coliseum crowd, accustomed to watching 
the Raiders steal victories in the closing min- 
utes. had to watch Rich Karlis drill a 35- 
yard held goal to give Denver a 22-19 win. 

Running back Sammy Winder’s 126 
vurds supported Kubiak’s heroics: so did 
seven turnovers by the Raiders. including a 
fumble by Marcus Allen that set up the Bron- 


cos’ game-tying touchdown drive, and u 
devastating fumble by Frank Huwkins early 
in overtime at the Denver Ll. which wiped 
out a chance for a duck-soup field voul at- 
tempt by Raiders placekicker Chris Bahr. 

“Denver's been winning with big-phey de- 
fense.” said Raiders delensive end Howie 
Long. “Today was no exception. But moa 
firm believer that you cun't do it for a whole 
Year. — 

There was almost a whole year’s worth of 
excitement und suspense in the Raiders- 
Broncos game. Otherwise, blowouts were 
the order of the week. 

A little farther south in Anaheim, for in- 
stanee, the runaway 49ers put more distaneec 
between themselves and the rest of the NFC 
West by beating the Rams 33-0. 

About the only thing the Rams did correct- 
ly all day was to be realistic afterward, 
“Really. the 49ers have the division, unless 
they slip badly.” said Los Angeles line- 
backer Jim Collins. 

“| think we'll come back.”* said Rams 
head coach John Robinson, “But it's. ques- 
tionable if unyvone can touch the 49ers, They 
plaved like a championship team,” 

Green Buy running back Eddie Lee Ivery 
suw his first extensive action in 1984 and 
rushed for 116 yards (on only nine carries) 
to help the Packers overwhelm Detroit 41-9, 

Dallas's 22-3 conquest of the Colts feu- 
tured a sharp performance by Danny White, 
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Kinnebrew 


DeBerg 


Defensive end Dwaine Board had two sacks—one 
of which led to a San Francisco touchdown—in the 
49ers’ 33-0 win over the Rams. Things seemed to 
come in threes for Seattle in its 24-0 shutout of San 
Diego, In addition to safety Kenny Easley’s (hree in- 
lercepltions, quarterback Dave Krieg threw three 
touchdown passes—all caught by wide receiver 
Steve Largent. However, after gaining three yards 
on three carries, running back Franco Harris was re- 
leased by the Seahawks. Green Bay rookie safety 
Tom Flynn stole three Detroit passes in the 
Packers’ 41-9 victory. Cincinnati running back Larry 
Kinnebrew rushed 19 times for 80 yards and scored 
four touchdowns in the Bengals’ 31-13 win al Hous- 
ton, Pittsburgh running back Frank Pollard rushed 
for 171 yards and a touchdown on just 14 carries in 
the Steelers’ 35-10 triumph over Atlanta. The Tam- 


pa Bay Buccaneers’ Steve DeBerg (29 of 54 for 280 | 


yards) and Kansas City’s Bill Kenney (26 of 46 for 
332 yards) combined to establish a new single- 
game record of 100 passing allempts, But the Kan- 
sas City defense let the air out of the Buccaneers’ 
altack, 24-20 


ON 








STANDINGS 

AFC East Wok: F NFC East W LT 
Miarm 9 Oo O Dallas 6 3 Q 
NewEngland 6 3 QO St, Louis 6 38 O 
N.Y. Jets 6 3& O N.Y Giants 4&4 4 O 
Indianapolis 3 6 O Washingion 5 4 QO 
Bullalo 0 9 Q #Philadelpniae 4 5 O 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 5 4 @0  Ghicago 6 3 0 
Cincinnati + 6 O Detroit 3 6 O 
Cleveland 1 8 O TampaBay 3 6 O 
Houston 0 9 O Green Bay 2 7 9 
AFC West Minnesota 2 f 0 
Denver B + QO WFC West 

LA.Raiders F 2 O SanFranciseo 8 7 O 
Seattle yY 2 @ LA, Rams 5 4 O 
Kansas City 5 4 O NewOrleans 4 5 O 
San Diego 4 5 0 Atlanta a 6 O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Cincinnati.31, Houston 13 
Denver 22, LA. Raiders 19 (OT) 
Miami 38, Bullalo 7 

New England 30. N.Y. Jets 20 
Seattle 24, San Diego 0 


NFC 

Chicago 16, Minnesota 7 
Green Bay 41, Detroit 9 

N.Y. Giants 37, Washington 13 
St. Louls 34, Philadelphia 14 
San Francisco 33, L.A, Rams 0 


Interconference 

Dallas 22, Indianapolis 3 
Kansas City 24, Tampa Bay 20 
New Orleans 16, Cleveland 14 
Pittsburgh 35, Atlanta 10 


Denver Does It Again, Minnesota Gets Caught 
in a Bear Trap, the 49ers Skunk the Rams, 
and Miami Fattens Its Lead 


who started fis first gume of the season and 
passed for 262 yards and two touchdowns. 

Atlanta didn’t give Pittsburgh much troub- 
le. us another first-time starter in L984, quar- 
terback Mark Malone. threw three touch- 
down passes. The Steelers breezed 35-10, 

In the turbulent NFC Bast. the Giants had 
une of those days when everything went 
right. including an unexpected lift from run- 
ning back Joe Morris. who rushed for three 
touchdowns. A revamped defense designed 
to choke off Washington's running game did 
just that. holding the Redskins to 79 yards 
rushing. 8&8 below their average. 

In Philadelphia. St. Louis quarterback 
Neil Lomax completed all but 6 of his 26 
passes, und could have sold programs with 
the extra time he recerved trom his line, 
otherwise known as the LPA—the Lomax 
Protechion Aveney, 

Chicavo's margin of victory in its 16-7 
wit) against Minnesota didn’t fully illustrate 
the Bears’ dominance. More telling were 
Chicago's team-record 11 sacks and Minne- 
satus net total ol) yards rushing 

“It's a game I'd lke to forget, and. for- 
tunately, | have forgotten most of it,” said 
Vikings quarterback Archie Manning, who 
plaved for injured Tommy Kramer. 

Cleveland began the second halt of the sea- 
san with anew couch when Sam Rutighano 
wus replaced prior to the Browns’ game 
dgaimst New Orleans by defensive coordini- 
tur Marty Schottenheimer, But a 53-yard 
field goal by plucekicker Morten Andersen 
on the final play of the game wave the Saints 
i 1O-14 victory. 

There also was a coaching change in New 
England. where Hall of Fame end Rirymond 
Berry replaced Ron Meyer following the 
Patriots’ loss to Miami in Week Erght. 

In his first game. Berry didn’t do much 
more than take notes on the sideline. But he 
watched his new team rally from a 20-3 deti- 
eit to beat the Jets 30-20 and move into a 
second-place tie with New York, 

“TL told the team before the game that | 
knew Pd enjoy tt, because | had such a heck- 
uvad seat. Berry said. “Ll told them | didn’t 
know one of our plays on offense, and none 
of our defenses, But f promised I'd learn all 
their names today. which | did.” 

“Raymond didn’t do much coaching.” 
dvreed Patriots guard Ron Wooten, ““but he 
was like Alka-Seltzer for an upset stomach. 
He soothed us." 


» Franco Harris got nowhere against San 
Diego's Billy Ray Smith. Harris was held 
fo three yards on three carries, but the 
Seahawks beat the Chargers 24-0. Har- 
ris was waived after the game. 





WEEK NINE/ OCTOBER 28 


A Kicker Hits a Last- 
Second Field Goal, a 
Rookie Hits the Big Time, 
and an Old Quarterback 
Hits the Deck 


=) 


Riki Ellison stripped Eric Dickerson of 
the ball at the San Francisco 1-yard line, 
and the ball rolled out of the end zone for 
a touchback, killing the Rams’ best scor- 
ing chance. The 49ers won 33-0. 





vy Morten Andersen drilled a 53-yard field 
goal on the last play of the game, as the 
Saints defeated the Browns 16-14 in the 
rain. The loss marked the debut of new 
Cleveland coach Marty Schottenheimer. 





A Enough i is senough for Archia Manning of 
Minnesota, who was sacked for the elev- 
enth time by the Chicago defense. The 
Bears strengthened their hold on first in 
the NFC Central with a 17-7 victory. 
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aA record 100 passes were thrown in Kansas City’s 24-20 
victory over Tampa Bay including this one by Bill Kenney. 
Kenney completed 26 of 46 passes for 332 yards and two 
touchdowns; Tampa Bay's Steve DeBerg connected on 29 
of 54 for 280 yards and two touchdowns. 
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a Green Bay rookie safety Tom Flynn had three intercep- 
tions to help the Packers snap a seven-game losing streak 
with a 41-9 victory over Detroit. 
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a (Sequence) Denver's Mike Harden (31) stripped the ball from 
Los Angeles Raiders running back Frank Hawkins, and Steve 
Foley recovered. The play killed a Raiders drive deep in Den- 
ver territory and helped the Broncos win 22-19 in overtime. 


ais 
LU 
LL 


= 


November 4—I! three’s a crowd. lour’s a 
crush—as in a four-way first-place crush in 
the NFC East. 

Breathing room? Forget it. Except in Mi- 
am und San Francisco, and, to a lesser de- 
gree. Chicago and Pittsburgh, 

After the NFL's tenth weekend. there wits 
no room at the top in the NFC East. where 
Dallas. Washington, St. Louis. and the New 
York Giants all had 6-4 records. Even last- 
place Philadelphia. 4-3-1 alter i 23-23 tie at 
Detroit. kept the leaders in sight. 

The crunch developed when (1) the Gi- 
ants defeated Dallas 19-7. (2) the Rams 
edged the Cardinals. 16-13. and (3) Washing- 
ton beat Atlanta 27-14. 

As part of Dallas’s Silver Anniversary 
celebration at Texas Stadium, the Cowboys 
honored members of their original 1960 
team. which finished O-1 1-1. 

“During the game," wrote Paul Hagen in 
Pro Foothall Weekly, “the Cowboys hon- 
ored their predecessors in the most symbolic 
way possible, They played like them,” 

“We didn’t cross the fifty in the second 
half.°" said running back Tony Dorsett. 
“and that's lack of pride.** 

“It's dark in this tunnel right now.” add- 
ed cornerback Dennis Thurman, “*Some- 
body's got to. come up with a flashlight,” 

Four held goals by Ali Haji-Sheikh, who 
had missed 10 of his 16 previous attempts in 
1984. were the difference in the Giants” sec- 
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Defensive end Richard Dent had 4\2 sacks in Chica- 
go's 17-6 victory over the Raiders. Helping heat up 
Green Bay's offense was tight end Paul Coffman, 
who caught two touchdown passes in a 23-13 win at 
New Orleans. Eric Dickerson rushed 21 times for 
208 yards (a 9.9 average) in the Rams 16-13 victory 
at St. Louis. Other productive running backs includ- 
ed Detroit's Ken Jenkins (76 yards rushing, eight re- 
ceptions for 128 yards), New England's Craig 
James (120 yards on 20 carries), and Washington's 
John Riggins (100 yards and two touchdowns), 
San Diego wide receiver Charlie Joiner caught nine 
passes In a 38-10 victory over the Indianapolis Colts 
to move past Don Maynard and Raymond Berry into 
second place on the NFL all-time reception list. 
somewhere a photograph of Jan Stenerud may be 
aging. 4 /a Dorian Gray, bul the 41-year-old Minne- 
S0ta Vikings placekicker boomed a 53-yard field 
goal with two seconds left to deleat Tampa Bay 
ef-24 “How old ts that guy, forty-three?” wondered 
Buccaneers nose tackle David Logan. “I didn't know 
he had fifty-three yards in him. He made it with five 
yards lo spare.” 


lo? 








It’s Not Lonely at the Top in the NFC East, 
but Miami and San Francisco Wave Goodby 
in Their Divisional ‘Races ” 


and victory over Dallas this year—the first 
lime farts happened since 1963, 

St. Lous, despite leauding the Rams [3-3 
at halftime. fell back into the pack when 
defensive end Juck Youngblood blocked 
Neil O'Donoghue’s 48-vard field goal at- 
tempt on the game's final play. 

In addition to the blocked kick. Young- 
blood had three of the Rams” six sacks and 
forced a fumble that led to a field goal. 

The win left Los Angeles with a 6-4 rec- 
ord. But San Francisco, despite quarterback 
Joe Montana’s four interceptions. squeaked 
by Cincinnati 23-17 ta improve its record to 
Y-] and maintain a three-game lead over the 
Rams ithe NFC West, 

“T don't remember throwing four intercep- 
tions before.” said Montana. who utoned for 
the turnovers with a game-winning four-yard 
touchdown pass to Freddie Solomon with 
1:39 left. “LT hope it never happens again.” 

Kansas City quarterbacks Bill Kenney. 
Todd Blackledge. and Sandy Osiecki weren't 
us fortunate as Montana, The trio was inter- 
cepted a total of six times by Seuttle. That 
wasn’ tall. The Seahawks setan NFL record 
by returning four of the interceptions for 
touchdowns in their 45-0 reut of the Chiefs. 

Cornerback Dave Brown had two of the 
interception touchdowns 195 yards and 35s 
yards); safety Kenny Easley (38 yards) and 
cornerback Keith Simpson (76 yards) each 
had one. Rookie cormmerback Terry Taylor 


STANDINGS 

AFC East W L T WFC East WL T 
Miami mW 2 OD Dallas 5 4 #O 
NewEngland 6 4 0 NY Gants G6 4 O 
N.Y. Jets 6 4 #0 St, Louis 6 4 QO 
indianapolis 3. F OO Washingion 6 4 Q 
Buftale om 4 Philadelphia 4 45 1 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 6 4 © #£Chicago if 3 O 
Cincinnati a fF @ Detroit a 6 1 
Cleveland e 6 O £Green Bay 3 7 O 
Houston 6610 O Minnesota 3 7 #O 
Denver 5 1 #O NFC West 

Seattle B 2 OQ #£Sanfrancisco 9 1 OO 
L.A.Raides 7 3 O L.A. Rams 6 « QO 
KansasCity 5 5 O =WNewOrleans 4 6 O 
San Diego 5 5 O Atlanta =x 4 
SCORES 

AFC 


| Cleveland 13, Buffalo 10 


Denver 26, New England 19 
Miami 31, WY Jels 17 
Pittsburgh 35, Houston 7 

San Diego 38, Indianapolis 10 
Seattle 45. Kansas City 0 


NFC 

Detroit 23, Philadelphia 23 (OT) 
Green Bay 23, New Orleans 13 
L.A. Rams 16. St Lows 13 
Minnesota 27. Tampa Bay 24 
N.Y, Giants 19, Dallas 7 
Washington 27, Allanta 14 


interconference 
Chicago 17. L.A, Raiders 6 
San Franciséo 23. Cincinnali 17 





intercepted the other two Kansas City passes. 

The Seahawks remained one game behind 
AFC West leader Denver. which rallied to 
defeat New England 26-19. 

One experienced Bronco seemed con- 
vineed Denver was a team of destiny after 
corerback Dennis Smith picked up a fum- 
ble by New England running back Mosi Tatu- 
pu and returned it 64 yards for the game's 
winning score with 1:45 remaining. 

"It's starting to feel destined.’° said 
twelfth-year linebacker Tom Jackson, **The 
more things happen like that. they foster that 
belief, [ve been around a while. and Ive 
seen those plays go the other way,”” 

The Broncos picked up another game on 
the Raiders. whose quarterbacks were bruised, 
buttered, und sacked nine times in a turbu- 
lent 17-6 loss at Chicago, 

With Jim Plunkett already out with a 
pulled abdominal muscle. both Mare Wilson 
(sprained thumb) and David Humm (torn 
knee ligaments) went down against the Bears. 

“Thaven't gotten my butt kicked like that 
since the eighth grade.”” said Raiders defen- 
sive end Howie Long. “That kid moved out 
of the neighborhood, and | never had a 
chance to get even,” 

Mimi was tested by the Jets, and trailed 
17-14 early in the fourth quarter, But the 
Dolphins scored the game’s final 17 points 
fora 31-17 victory, 

Continuing to provide a symmetrical 
counterpoint to undefeated Miami, winless 
Houston and Buffalo lost to Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland. respectively. 

Pittsburgh wide recerver John Stallworth 
caught three touchdown passes in a driving 
rain to spark the Steelers’ 35-7 victory, 
which extended the Oilers’ NFL record for 
consecutive losses on the road to 23. 

lt was raining in Buffalo, too, where the 
Bills were upended 13-10 when Cleveland 
running back Earnest Byner scooped up team- 
mate Willis Adams's tumble and raced 55 
yards for the winning points midway through 
the fourth quarter, 

“You can always look Lady Luck in the 
eye.” said Cleveland head coach Marty 
Schottenheimer, after his first victory as an 
NFL. head coach. “The harder you work, 
the luckier you get." 

The philosophizing was a little different 
inthe Bills” locker room. 

“What can you suay?"" asked Buffalo nose 
tuckle Fred Smerlas, ““We're snakebit.”* 


>» Nat Moore of Miami went into orbit after 
being hit by Ken Schroy and Kirk Springs 
of New York. Moore later scored a touch- 
down to help the Dolphins defeat the 
Jets 31-10. 








WEEK TEN/NOVEMBER 4 


The Bears Sack 

the Raiders, the 

Giants Sweep the 
Cowboys, the Seahawks 
Intercept the Chiefs 





» Richard Dent and the Bears sacked the 
Raiders’ quarterbacks nine times. The 
Bears knocked David Humm (11) out of 
the game and defeated the Raiders 17-6. 
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v Kenny Easley's 58-yard interception return for a touchdown — wAli Haji-Sheikh had a lot to celebrate after kicking four field 
was Seattle's fourth return for a score against Kansas City. goals against the Cowboys. The 19-7 victory completed the 
The Seahawks routed the Chiefs 45-0. Giants’ first season sweep of Dallas since 1963. 
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a The San Francisco defense, helped The Bills managed to stop Earnest Byner «Mike Merriweather, Bryan Hinkle, and 
by Ronnie Lott's interception, stiffened on this play, but the Browns rushed for _ the rest of the Pittsburgh defense made 
against Cincinnati in the second half. 211 yards and dropped Buffalo's record it a miserable day for Houston's Warren 
The 49ers trailed 17-7 at halftime but to 0-10 with a 13-10 victory at Orchard Moon. The Steelers stopped the Oilers 


came from behind to win 23-17. Park, N_Y. cold in winning 35-7. 
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November 11— Anyone who believed Seat- 
tle would be 9-2 at this juncture after hear- 
ing the news about Curt Warner's season- 
ending knee injury in Week One, raise vour 
hand, 

(You don't count, Chuck Knox. You 
wouldn't have admitted it. . even if you be- 
lieved it, ) 

But it came to piss. By giving those Mon- 
day night invincibles, the Los Angeles Ruid- 
ers. a dose of their own medicine. the Sea- 
hawks won their fifth consecutive game, 

Seattle's perilous defense provided ball- 
hawking obstacles every which way for the 
Raiders. who committed six turnovers. The 
Seahawks special teams also created game- 
long hazards, including nose tackle Joe 
Nash's block of a potential game-tying field 
goal by Chris Bahr with 4:46 left. 

And. thanks to two touchdown pisses by 
quarterback Dave Krieg, and Norm Johnson's 
27-yard field goal in the first 1) minutes of 
the third period. i all added up to au 17-14 
Seattle victory. 

“We made the plays when we had to,” 
Knox said, “and that’s what football is about.” 

For the Raiders. with an offense hundi- 
capped by quarterback Mare Wilson’s sprained 
thumb, it Was their third loss in a row, and 
only their third loss ever in 25 appearances 
on Monday Night Football. 

With first-place Denver (10-1) charging 
from behind with a late touchdown drive to 


NEWSMAKERS 





Cooper 


Thompson 


Springs 


Running back Larry Moriarty’s 117 yards rushing, 
linebacker Gregg Bingham’'s two quarterback 
sacks, and Joe Cooper's 44-yard, fourth-quarter 
Weld goal helped Houston end its long victory 
drought on the road, 17-16 at Kansas City, Tampa 
Bay head coach John McKay, who announced his 
retirement effective at (he end of the season, was giv- 
en an early going-away present by his team: a 20-17 
victory over the Giants. Although Indianapolis. place- 
kicker Raul Allegre said it was the “worst game | 
ever had as a pro, he kicked three field goals, and 
defensive end Donnell Thompson had five quarter- 
back Sacks as Indianapolis upset the Jets 9-5. New 
Orleans tight end Hoby Brenner caught two touch- 
down passes in a 17-13 win at Atlanta. Quarterback 
Lynn Dickey passed for 303 yards and four touch- 
downs to lead Green Bay over Minnesota 45-17. Cor- 
nerback Ronnie Lippett’s two interceptions punc- 
tuated the Patriots’ prohibitive defensive pertorm- 
ance (Buffalo completed just 13 of 48 passes) ina 
38-10 New England victory. Running back Ron 
Springs scored two touchdowns to help Dallas de- 
feat St. Louls 24-17. 
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Seattle Lands a Roundhouse Blow, 
Philadelphia Nearly Gets a Knockdown, and 
§ Tampa Bay Brings Giants Back to Earth 


defeat San Diego 16-13. the Raiders (7-4) 
were left to ponder their wild-card chances, 

New England—another 7-4 wild-card 
hopeful—remained in the running fora play- 
off spot with a.38-10 victory over Bultilo. 

The Bills, however, remained the NFL*s 
only winless team. . because Houston de- 
feated Kansas City 17-16 at Arrowhead Sta- 
dium to win its first game of the year and 
snap its 23-game road losing streak. 

“We're not to the point where we're 
cocky.” said Oilers wide receiver Tim 
Smith. who cuught eight passes for [07 
yards, “We're one and ten.” 

A litth coeckiness briefly imperiled M)- 
amis perfect record —and may have done in 
the New York Giunts. as well. 

The Dolphins fell behind Philadelphia 
14-0 in the first quarter at the Orange Bowl, 
After rallying to take a 24-17 lead late in the 
game. Miami then yielded a 38-yard touch- 
down pass from Philadelphia quarterback 
Ron Jaworski (his third of the game) to wide 
receiver Melvin Hoover with [:52 remain- 
ing. But Miami snuffed the Eagles’ upset 
bid when 6-foot 7-inch defensive end Doug 
Betters blocked Paul McFudden’s extra- 
point try, and the Dolphins won 24-23. 

“| don’t think We Were emotionally ready 
to play this gume.” said Mimi nose tackle 
Bob Baumhower. ““A lot of people have 
been telling us how great we are. and we 
sturted believing that.”" 





STANDINGS 

AFC East WL ST NFC East W L T 
Mian 71 O O Dallas yA OG 
NewEngland 7 4 © Washington 7? 4 O 
N.Y. Jats 6 5 O N.Y Giants 6 5 O 
Indianapolis 4 7 OQ St. Louis S & @ 
Bullalo Oo +1 OO Philadelphia 4 6 1 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pilisburgh 6 5 O £Ghicago 7 4 
Cincinnati 4 7 O Green Bay 4 7 @Q 
Cleveland 2 9 0 TampaBay 4 T QO 
Houston 1 370 O Detroit a FY 4 
AFC West Minnesota 3 8 O 
Denver a st #O NFC West 

Seattle 9 2 6 SanFrancisco10 31 @ 
LA.Raiders FF 4 60 LA Rams 7 6©64¢6é«“k 
KansasCity 5 6 O New Orleans 5 6 O 
San Diego 5 6 O Atlanta 2 @ 2 
SCORES 

AFC 


Cincinnati 22 Pittsburgh 20 
Denver 16, San Diego 13 
Houston 17, Kansas City 16 
Indianapolis 9,N.¥ Jets 5 
New England 38, Bulfalo 10 
Seattle 17, L.A, Raiders 14 


NFC 

Dallas 24, St, Lows 17 
Green Bay 45, Minnesota 17 
L.A. Rams 29, Chicago 13 
New Orleans 17, Atlanta 13 


| Tampa Bay 20, N.Y Giants 17 


Washington 26, Detroit 14 


Interconference 
Miami 24, Philadelphia 23 
San Francisco 41, Cleveland 7 





“We dodged a big-time bullet today,” 
Betters added, 

The Giants. nding high after their vietor- 
ies against Washington and Dallas in sue- 
eessive weeks. didn’t dodge anything: they 
were shot down 20-17 by Tampa Bay. 

“We got in the penthouse and didn't 
know how to aet,” said Giants defensive 
em! Casey Merrill. “"We found out it’s just 
ubove the outhouse," 

Elsewhere in the NFC East, Dallas avenged 
its Week Six loss to St. Louis with a 24-17 vie- 
tory at Busch Stadium, and Washington, with 
two running backs doing the work of one John 
Riggins, defeated Detroit 28-14 to assume co- 
leadership with the Cowboys in the division. 

With Riggins on the sidelines nursing his 
injured back, Ous Wonsley and rookie 
Keith Griffin carried Riggins’s usual load. 
Griffin did most of the work, rushing 32 
times for 114 yards, Wonsley contributed 
three touchdowns on short runs. 

““T told [Redskins head coach] Joe Gibbs 
‘Look, why don’t we go with Keith,” 
said Riggins. after removing himself from 
the lineup. “**If we get into a little trouble, | 
know there's a phone booth on the sideline, 
and I'll jump in it and come back out.""" 

NFC Central leader Chicago was still an- 
other high-flying team brought back to 
earth, this time by a 29-13 loss tothe Rams. 

Ene Dickerson knifed through the NFL's 
top defensive unit for 149 yards and two 
touchdowns. and the Rams snapped the 
Bears’ three-game winning streak. 

According to San Francisco head coach 
Bill Walsh and the final score. the 49ers 
traveled to Cleveland with the right emotion- 
al uttitude for their game with the Browns. 

“We were determined to come into Cleve- 
land und play our best game.”’ Walsh said 
after the 49ers minced the NFL’s second- 
runked defense 41-7. “"This week, I think 
we've turned to a standard of play that hope- 
fully will carry us to the playoffs.” 

Cincinnati kept its faint playoff chances 
mathematically alive by defeating Pitts- 
burgh 22-20 on Larry Kinnebrew’s three- 
yard touchdown run in the final minute. 

“This team does not like the Pittsburgh 
Steclers, ~ suld Bengals head coach Sam 
Wyche. whose starting quarterback. Ken 
Anderson. was forced for the fourth consecu- 
tive time to leave a game against the Steelers 
with an injury. “‘In my short season, I’ve 
grown to share those feelings, © 


» Doug Betters (75) rose to the occasion 
when the Dolphins’ winning streak was 
on the line. Betters blocked Paul McFaa- 
den’s extra point with 1:52 left, and Mi- 
ami defeated Philadelphia 24-23. 











WEEK ELEVEN/ NOVEMBER 11 


Green Bay Wins 

With Offense, 
Indianapolis Wins With 
Defense, and Houston 
Wins for the First Time 


~~ 








a Eric Dickerson became the first back to Kansas City's Mike Bell sacked Warren New Orleans linebacker Rickey Jackson 
rush for more than 100 yards against the Moon twice, but to little avail. The Oilers recovered a fumble, had one sack, and 
Bears in 1984. Dickerson gained 149 won 17-16 to end Houston's 23-game made eight tackles to help the Saints de- 


yards in the Rams’ 29-13 victory. road losing streak. feat the Falcons 17-13. 
















aLynn Dickey passed for four touchdowns as Green 
Bay defeated Minnesota 45-17 for the Packers’ 
third consecutive win. 


v¥Ken Schroy dropped Frank Middleton in the first 
game the Jets ever played without a touchdown 
being scored. Indianapolis won 9-5. 






v Denver quarterback John Elway was pressured all day, but 


still completed 19 of 35 passes against San Diego. Although Chargers 16-13. Sammy Winder scored on a one-yard touch- 
Denver was held to 239 total yards, Elway drove the Broncos down run with just 38 seconds to play. 





<< 
LU 
LL 


= 





November 18— You can understand why 
Tampa Bay quarterback Steve DeBerg didn’t 
think it was fair. 

“Why did he have to come back sis 
week. wondered DeBerg. whose sharp per- 
formance (316 yards and two touchdowns 
pussing) sull couldn't prevent a 24-17 loss 
to San Francisco, 

“He was Pro Bow! defensive end Fred 
Dean, a contract holdout for the first 11 
weeks of the scuson, who rejoined San Fran- 
cisco just in time to face former 49ers quar- 
terback DeBerg and the Buccaneers. As one 
49er put it, that’s like adding Carl Lewis to 
anchor your 400-meter relay team, 

Dean contributed several big plas. inelud- 
Ing a suck of DeBerg to stop a fourth-quarter 
drive by the Buccaneers. 

“Ld say | welcomed myself back into the 
NFL.°* Dean said. 

Although the 49ers lost cornerback Ron 
nie Lote with a shoulder separation. they 
clinched a playoff spot with the victory, 

The Los Angeles Rams, meanwhile, 
played poorly, committed four turnovers, 
were penalized 13 times for 109 yards, and 
didn’t help their playoff chances by losing to 
Green Buy 31-6. However, the win by the 
fuckers, Who got three touchdown runs by 
Eddie Lee Ivery, kept some pressure on first- 
place Chicago in the NFC Central. 

The Bears edged Detroit 16-14—and 
mathematically eliminated the Lions from 
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B. Matthews C. Matthews Winston 
Houston offensive tackle Bruce Matthews and 
Cleveland linebacker Clay Matthews— Bruce's old- 
er brother—both were instrumental in victories. 
Bruce, matched against Mark Gastineau. neutral- 
ized the Jets’ all-pro defensive end, who had only 
one sack and was nota factor as the Oilers defeated 
New York 31-20, Clay had 3\ sacks in the Browns 
victory over Atlanta. Rookie Greg Bell rushed for 
206 yards, including an 85-yard touchdown on Bufta- 
lo's first play from scrimmage, and also caught a 
ihree-yard ‘scoring pass in the Bills’ 14-3 win over 
Dallas. Tampa Bay wide receiver Gerald Carter 
caught nine passes for 166 yards and one touch- 
down in the Buccaneers 24-17 loss to he San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, An B9-yard kickoff return for a touch- 
down by rookie Andre Waters provided the winning 
points as Philadelphia edged Washington 16-10, 
New Orleans quarterback Richard Todd celebrated 
his thirty-first birthday with two touchdown passes, 
and teammate Dennis Winston returned an intercep- 
tion 47 yards for the winning touchdown as New Or- 
leans stopped Central Division leader Pittsburgh 
27-24 on Monday night. 


Pht 


Just Another Week in the NFL: Some 
of the Downtrodden Rise Up and Four 
Division Leaders, Including Miami, Stumble 


the Central Diviston race—on placekicker 
Bob Thomas's 19-yard field goal with just 
two seconds left to plity, 

“Its like living in the Twilight Zone.” 
said Detroit quarterback Gary Danielson 
alter the club's fourth consecutive wame wath- 
outa victory. “The same thing week. after 
week. und it won't go away, 

Only inthe NFC Bast could a team lose to 
an 0-1) opponent and remain in first place. 
But thars what happened to Dallas. which 
beeume Bulfalo’s first 1984 victim by losing 
14-3 at Rich Stadium. 

This is kind of like our Super Bowl.” 
said Bills defensive end Ben Williams, re- 
Hecting some of the overdue euphoria in 
Bulfalo. 

“How do I feel?” asked Ralph Wilson, 
the Bills’ president and owner. “'l feel like 
we're leading the league, ~ 

That's. what a vietory against Dallas can 
do for yvau, The Cowboys. despite retaining 
a share of the NFC East lead. weren't so 
happy, 

“Pim totally embarrassed.” said running 
back Tony Dorsett. “"l just can’t believe it. 
Its total hunulianon, " 

Washington's 16-10 loss at Philadelphia 
dnd the New York Giants’ 16-10 victory 
over St, Louis lett the Redskins and Giants 
ina three-way tie for first with Dallas. 

“The most disappointing thing,” said 
John Riggins. “is that we all realized what 


STANDINGS 
AFC East WL sT NFC East W LT 
Miami 1 VO Dallas f a iB 
NewEngland @ 4 O WY Giants Ff 5 OO 
N.Y. Jets 6 6 O #£=Washington 7 5 O 
indianapolis 4 8 O St. Louis 6 6 O 
Bultalo 1 tt oO Philadelphia 5 6 7 
AFC Central NFC Central 

| Pittsburgh 6 6 O Chicago A 4 O 
Cincinnall 4 68 O GreenBay 5 7 O 
Cleveland 3 8 OQ TampaBay 4 68 O 
Houston 2168 Og Detroit ao & 7 
Denver a | G NFC West 
Seattle 10 2 OQ Sanfrancisco!!! 1 oO 
LA.Raiders 8 4 O L.A, Rams r 66 86 
San Diego 6 6 O NewOrleans 6 6 O 
Kansas City 5 7 O £Allanta 3 8 O 
SCORES 
AFC 


Houston 31.N.¥, Jets 20 

L.A. Raiders 17, Kansas City 7 
New England 50, Indianapolis 17 
San Diego 34, Miami 28 (OT) 
Seattle 26, Cincinnati 6 


NFC 

Chicago 16, Detroit 14 

Green Bay 31,L.A.Rams6 

N.Y. Giants 16, St, Louis. 10 
Philadelphia 16, Washington 10 
San Francisco 24, Tampa Bay 17 


Interconference 

Butlalo 14, Dallas 3 
Cleveland.23, Atlanta 7 
Denver 42, Minnesota 21 

Naw Orleans 27, Pittsburgh 24 


With al sluke. and we went out and just 
plaved like a bunch of toads.”’ 

A revamped defensive strategy by the 
Cuuwnts foiled St. Louis's quick-hitting, deep- 
strike passing attack. Cardinals quarterback 
Nei) Lomax was intercepted four times, 
twice by cornerback Mark Haynes, 

“We plaved ua deep-drop zone all day,” 
suid New York strong safety Bill Currier, 
“und they weren't ready for it. We didn’t 
blitz once, and we usually blitz a lor” 

A 35-point first-half by Denver featured 
four touchdown passes from John Elway, 
who left the Broncos’ 42-2) win over Minne- 
sota in the third quarter after throwing his 
fifth scoring pass of the game, which tied 
Frank Tripucka’s club record set in 1962, 

Denver's tenth consecutive victory kept 
the Broncos a game ahead of the Seahawks. 
Who cuused five tuirmovers and turned back 
Cincinnuatt 26-6, 

The Raiders halted their three-game los- 
ing streak by defeating Kansas City 17-7. 

“Any way you measure it [the win], it's 
a relief, whether it’s the Kansas City Chiefs 
or the Hoboken Tigereuts,"” said Los Angel- 
es strong safety Mike Davis. whose sack of 
Chiels quarterback Bill Kenney resulted ina 
77-vard fumble return for a touchdown by 
linebacker Rod Martin. 

Some kind of mass relict was felt by the 
rest. of the NEL after Miamt at last proved 
vulnerable at San Diego, 

The Chargers rallied from a [4-point 
fourth-quarter deficit to force overtime, then 
defeated the Dolphins 34-28 on rookie Bu- 
lord MeGee's 25-yard touchdown run on the 
first possession of the extra period. 

San Dievo's man of the hour, though, was 
quarterback Dan Fouts. who found some 
new San Diego passing records to break. 

Fouts’s 37 completions and 56 attempts 
both were club marks. More important, he 
finished fourth-quarter scoring drives of 80 
und Ol yards wath his third and fourth touch- 
down passes of the day. The final one went 
three yards to tight end Eric Sievers (who 
caught 12 passes. 2 for touchdowns) with 
just 51 seconds left, 

““L can't say enough about Fouts,"’ said 
Miamt head couch Don Shula, whose Dol- 
phins fell one victory short of the all-time 
record of 17 consecutive regular-season vic- 
tories held by the Chicago Bears of 1933- 
34, “He's & great. great competitor, J ap- 
plaud him for what he did.”’ 


» Fred Dean appeared in his first game of 
ihe season, ending a contract holdout. 
Dean sacked Steve DeBerg to halt a late 
Tampa Bay drive, and San Francisco 
held on 24-17. 
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Some New Names 

— Steve Fuller, Greg Bell, 
Larry Moriarty — Pace 
Their Teams to Victories 
on the Ground 
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a Steve Fuller's 26-yard scramble to the one-yard 
line set up Chicago's first touchdown against 
Detroit in the Bears’ 16-14 victory. 





vJohn Hannah (73) and Ron Wooten (61) helped power Mosi Tatupu 
(30) and the Patriots to 377 yards against the Colts. New England seem- 
ingly scored at will, defeating Indianapolis 50-1 7. 
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v Darrell Green and the Washington defense held the Eagles’ Mike Quick 
to no receptions, but it didn't matter. Plagued by turnovers (5) and penal- 
ties (10), the Redskins were defeated in Philadelphia 16-10. 
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v Dan Marino only could watch as Woody Bennett's fumble was a Greg Bell ran 85 yards for a touchdown on the first play 
recovered in the end zone by San Diego. The Chargers won from scrimmage, and the Bills defeated Dallas 14-3. The 
run was the longest ever against the Cowboys. 





aLarry Moriarty took on the workhorse 
role, running 23 times for 138 yards and 
scoring a touchdown in the fourth quarter 
against the Jets. The Oilers won their 
second game ina row, 30-27. 


«Dave Krieg and Steve Largent teamed 
often to dissect Cincinnati's defense as 
the Seahawks defeated the Bengals 
26-6. 
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November 22— To have and have not. 

That was the theme this week in the NFC 
Central. and what Chicago had—a stifling 
defense —Green Bay had not. 

Chicago clinched the division title —its 
first of any kind since the 1963 champion- 
ship secason—with a buzzsaw defense that 
ullowed only 161 total net yards and carved 
up the Vikings in a dominating 34-3 victory 
ul the Metrodome. 





“This is the greatest fecling [ve ever 


had." said Bears head coach Mike Ditka, **] 
cunt Say enough about the defense. But 
that’s what |Chicago defensive coordina- 
tor] Buddy Rvan will do toa team. 

“We gave the team ball to Virginia |Me- 
Caskey, daughter of team founder George 
Halas). because. somewhere. George is 
smiling right now. toa."” 

The Bears’ opportunity to clinch arose on 
Thanksgiving Day. before most people 
wround the country had touched either drum: 
stick or cranberry sauce. Detroit, celebrat- 
ing the revival of its long-time Thanksgiving 
rivalry with Green Bay, rolled up SUS total 
Vards and deleated the Packers 3/-28, That 
put the Packers on the brink Of elimination. 
Three days later Chicago pushed them over 
the edge by defeating the Vikings, 

The NFL’s other Thanksgiving offering 
matched Dallas and New England. neither 
of whom seemingly could afford a loss, But 
the Cowboys, coming off their demoralizing 


After a 21-Year Wait, Bears Win Title; 
Dolphins Clinch Their Third in Four 
Years; Seahawks Share Lead With Broncos 


defeat at Bullalo. sacked Patriots quarter- 
back Tony Eason 10 tines and emerged with 
dW 20-17 victory. Rafacl Septien’s 23-yard 
Meld goal with four seconds left provided 
the Winning points. 

New England's loss guaranteed the AFC 
East championship to Miami, which bol- 
stered its bid for home-field advantage i the 
plavolfs by defeating the New York Jets 
28-17 on Monday night, 

Pittsburgh moved a step closer to the AFC 
Central tithe by burving San Diego 52-24, 
Quarterback Mark Malone completed [8 of 
22 passes for 253 yards and four touch- 
downs —three to John Stallworth. 

Meanwhile. Cincinnat) quarterback Turk 
Schonert. playing for injured Ken Ander- 
sen, Kept the Bengals matheniatically alive 
lor a plavotf berth by completing 20 of hrs 
23 pusses for 288 yards and two touchdowns 
ina 35-14 victory over Atlanta. 

In Cleveland Stadium. the Browns. made a 
pleasant about-face on their own turt. After 
losing their four previous home eames. they 
came up with 27 points —their highest point 
total of the season—iagainst the Oilers, who 
managed to score only LO, 

The Seahawks and Broncos squared off at 
Mile High Stadium in the week's most intrig- 
uing contest. When the Seahawks let 
Denver. they had a 27-24 victory and a 
share of first pluce in the AFC West. 

Seattle quarterback Dave Krieg (30 of 44 
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san Diego Chargers wide receiver Charlie Joiner 
caught six passes to supplant Hall-of-Famer Char- 
ley Taylor, who had 649 career recéptions. as the 
NFL's all-time leading receiver. Dan Marino threw 
four touchdown passes in Miami's 28-17 win over 
the Jets, and tied the record for touchdown passes 
ina season (36) held jointly by Y,A. Tittle and 
George Blanda, Defensive end Howie Long (two 


sacks) led a ruinous Raiders pass rush in a 21-7 viec- 


tory aver Indianapolis, Cincinnati wide receiver Cris 
Collinsworth caught touchdown passes of 57 and 20 
yards in a 35-14 victory over Atlanta. Joe Theis- 
mann passed for 311 yards in Washington's 41-14 
victory over Buffalo to replace Sonny Jurgensen as 


the Redskins all-time passing leader. Wide receiver — 


Art Monk had 11 catches in the game to break team- 
mate Charlie Brown's single-season Redskins rec- 
ord of 78 receptions, Quarterback Paul McDonald 
nrew three touchdown passes—two to rookie Brian 
Brennan—to lead Cleveland past Houston 27-10, 
St. Louis linebacker E.J. Junior had 17 tackles in a 
17-16 victory over Philadelphia to stay in the fight 
for the WFC East championship. 
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STANDINGS 

AFCEast W L T NFCEast W L T 
Miami 12 1 #O Dallas BS 
NewEngland @ 5 O NY Giants 8 5 O 
NY, Jets 6 7 © #£=Washington 86 5 O 
Indianapolis 4 9 St, Louis ? & O 
Buffalo 112 O #£Philadelphia 5 7F 1 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh ’ 68 QO Chicago a a | 
Cincinnati 5 68 0 £Green Bay 5 6 O 
Cleveland 4°49 #O Detroit 4°68 1 
Houston 211 0 TampaBay 4 9 O 
AFC West Vinnesota 3 10 0 
Denver IT 2 oD NFC West 

Seattle 11°$2 #O £Sanfranciseai2 1 O 
LA.Rades 9 4 O LA. Rams a 3 oO 
San Diego 6 /* 0 WNewOreans 6 7 O 
KansasCity 5 & O  Allanta 210 O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Cleveland 27. Houston 10 

L.A. Raidars 21, Indianapolis 7 
Miami 28, N.Y, Jets 17 
Pittsburgh 52, San Diego 24 
Seattle 27, Denver 24 


NFC 

Chicago 34, Minnesota 3 

Detroit 31, Green Bay 28 

L.A. Rams 34. Tampa Bay 33 

St, Louis 17, Philadelphia 16 

San Franoisco 35. New Orleans 3 


interconference 

Cincinnati 35, Ailanta 14 
Dallas 20, New England 17 
N.Y: Giants 26, Kansas City 27 


| Washington 41, Buffalo 14 


lor 406 yards) set the gume’s tone on the 
first play trom serimmiage by lofting an 
S0-vard touchdown bomb to wide receiver 
Daryl Turner. 

That play opened up the short zones for 
wide receiver Steve Largent, who caught 12 
passes lor JYL yards—both career highs — 
und moved pust Bobby Mitchell into tenth 
place on the NFL‘s all-time reception list, 

Although Denver never led. the Broncos 
caught the Seahawks [0-10 at the half. and 
17-17 in the third quarter. They maneuvered 
close enough for a potential game-tying 
25-yard field-goal attempt by Rich Karlis 
with 39 seconds lelt. But when Karlis’s kick 
hit the might upright. the Broneos no longer 
had sole possession of the division lead. 

There was no shortage of thrilling finishes 
this week. and the Cardinals, Giants, and 
Rams all retained plavoll pulses with one- 
Poe Victories. 

Not everyone who saw the opening kick- 
off of the Giants-Chiels game at the Mea- 
dowlinds wits around for the finish: many in 
the crowd of 74.383 exited carly when the 
Chicts took a 27-14 lead midway through 
the fourth quarter, 

“Eyervbody gave up on us.”’ said Giants 
head couch Bill Pureells, “But [ve got forty- 
nine 2uys who wouldn't quit. It was our finest 
hour. [ttook evervbedy todo it. We did it.’ 

What they did was score twice in the final 
eight minutes on touchdown passes from 
quarterback Phil Simms to Bobby Johnson 
und Zeke Mowatt to win 28-27 and remain 
ina first-plice tie in the NFC East with Dal- 
las und Washington, (Washington was a 
+!-]4 winner over Buffalo.) 

St, Louis stayed a game behind the lead- 
ers by rallying for a 17-16 vietory over Phila- 
delphia, 

The Eagles. who trailed [4-6 at the end of 
three quarters, spurted ahead 16-14 in the 
fourth quarter on a 16-yard touchdown pass 
from Joe Pisarcik (who had replaced Ron 
Juworski. out with a broken lez) to Mike 
Quick. and Paul MeFudden’s 32-yard field 
goal. But the Cardinals prevailed when Neil 
O'Donoghue kicked a 44-yard field goal 
with eight seconds left. 

A wild fourth quarter ut Tampa Stadium, 
In Which Rams running back Eric Dickerson 
rushed for 124 of his 191 yards and scored 
one of his three touchdowns. saw the Rams 
erase a 26-17 deficit to win 34-33 and hang 
on to their wild-card hopes. 


» Tight end Bruce Hardy had a big day as 
Miami beat the Jets 28-17. Hardy caught 
two of Dan Marinos four touchdown 
passes, which gave Marino a record-ty- 
ing 36 for the season. 
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A Record Falls Out 

of Charlie Joiner’s Path, 
but a Goalpost Stands 
in the Way of Rich 
Karlis and Denver 


v Art Monk caught a personal-high 
17 passes, one for a touchdown, 
as Washington defeated Buffalo 
41-14. Monk's 82 receptions for 
the year set a team record. 








a Wide receiver Carlos Carson had a lot to celebrate after his 26-yard touchdown recep- 
tion put Kansas City ahead 27-14 midway through the fourth quarter. The Giants 
came back, however, to score twice and win the game 28-27. 





» Tight end David Lewis, the Lions’ 
top draft choice in 1984, scored 
two touchdowns despite the ef- 
forts of Green Bay's Mark Murphy. 
Detroit upended the Packers 31-28. 








ee 


a With 39 seconds left, Denver's Rich Karlis attempted agame- to bring this response (right photo), and Seattle won 27-24, 
tying 25-yard field goal (left photo). The ball hit the right upright, | moving into a first-place tie with the Broncos in the AFC West. 
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v ‘Doomsday” returned as the Cowboys 
sacked New England quarterback Tony 


a Charlie Joiner beat Pittsburgh's David Little on this catch to break the all-time Eason 10 times. Rafael Septien kicked a 
NFL record for career receptions (650). Joiner won his personal battles, but the field goal with four seconds left to give 


Chargers lost the overall battle 52-24. Dallas a 20-17 victory. 
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November 29—Cincinnati was up weainst 
the wall, or, more specifically. the goal line, 
with a possible playotf berth hanging in the 
balance. The Bengals were on the Cleveland 
l-yard line with one second left. trailing 
17-10. Se, naturally, Cincinnati head couch 
Sum Wyche called a piss play for a receiver 
he knew he could trust: offensive tickle 
Anthony Munoz. 

From a tackle-eligible formation. Munoz 
lined up in the normal tight. end spot on the 
right side of the line and caught a quick 
touchdown pass from rookie quarterback 
Boomer Esiason to send the game into over- 
time. Plicekicker Jim Breech won it for the 
Bengals with a 35-yard field goal ar t:34 of 
the extra period, 

“TL really didn’t have much time to think 
about it."" Munoz said. **Boomer looked at 
me dnd said, “Its coming to vou." 

The victory moved the hot Bengals. win- 
ners OF 3 of their last 4 vames (aller winning 


only 3 of their first 10), to within a game of 


AFC Central leader Pittsburgh. which fell to 
u 7-7 record. 

The Steelers. unbeaten in six previous 
overtime tests, lost the NFL’s one hundredth 
overtime game since it adopted the sudden- 
death procedure in 1974. 

Pittsburgh took its third loss in four 
games when Oilers placekicker Joe Cooper, 
a second-year law student at San Joaquin 
College of Law in Fresno, California. kicked 


The Bengals Creep Closer to Pittsburgh, 
Seattle Receives a Playoff Ticket, and Three 
Still Ride Together in the NFC East 


a AQ-yard field goal at 3:33 of overtime tor 
23-20 victory. 

For the second consecutive game Den- 
vers Rich Karlis found himsell on the spot. 
The Broncos, trading Kansas City by three 
points with 1) seconds lett, lined up for a 
potential vume-tying Held-goal attempt by 
Kiulis, But for the second straight week. a 
voal post stood in his way. After waiting a 
minute (for a time out) in the wind-chilled 
lour-degree temperature ut Arrowhead Sta- 
dium. Karlis hit.an upright from 42 yards 
away. The Broncos lost 16-13 to fall a game 
behind first-place Seattle in the AFC West. 

Kansas City’s Nick Lowery, who kicked 
three fourth-quarter field goals. tried to con- 
sole Karls after the game. "Don't listen to 
ull the detractors.”” Lowery said. “You'll 
huve st greul season next your. 

What did Kurlis say’? 

“He didn't say anything. What could he 
say” 

Quarterback Dave Krieg threw five touch- 
down passes In Seattle's 38-17 victory 
over Detroit to help the Seahuwks move i 
game in front of Denver. Earlier in the day. 
Seattle had clinched a playoll berth when 
New Englund lost to St, Louis 33-10. But 
the Seahawks kept a lid on any celebrating. 

“Making the plavoffs is no big deal,” 
said tight end Charle Young. "What we 
need is the home-field advantage,” 

Making the plavolfs. however. still was 
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Dufek Jackson 
Quarterback Joe Dufek, replacing Joe Ferguson as 
the Bills’ starter, passed for two first-quarter touch- 
downs ina 21-15 victory over the Colts, Ottis Ander- 
son rushed for 136 yards and one touchdown as St, 
Lows overpowered New England 33-10, Defensive 
tackle Gary Johnson returned a fumble 33 yards for 
a touchdown to help the 49ers defeat Atlanta 35-17, 
Wide receiver Alfred Jackson caught 11 passes for 
193 yards and a touchdown for the Falcons. San Di- 
ego wide receiver Bobby Duckworth caught three 
passes for 185 yards, including a pivotal 88-yard 
touchdown reception in the fourth quarter in a 20-7 
Monday night victory over Chicago, New Orleans 
quarterback Dave Wilson passed for three touch- 
downs in a relief role, but Eric Dickerson (149 
yards) and the Rams beat. (he Saints 34-27, On a 
gooey, muddy Lambeau Field, Green Bay tight end 
Paul Coffman set up the Packers’ tying touchdown 
against Tampa Bay with a 31-yard fourth-quarter re- 
ception, "| enjoy playing in the slop and cold,” said 
Coffman. “It brings everyone down to my speed and 
quickness,’ Then the Packers scored two more 
times for a 27-14 victory. 
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STANDINGS 

AFC East i ee NFC East Ww & F 
Miami 12 2 O Dallas 9 5 QO 
NewEngland 8 & O NY Giants 9 5 O 
N.Y, Jets 6 68 O Washington § 5 O 
Indianapolis 4 10 0 St. Louls 8 6 O 
Buffalo 212 O Philadelphia 5 28 1 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh * ¥ QO  Ghieago 9 5 O 
Cincinnati 6 8 OO £Gfeen Bay 6 8 0 
Cleveland 4 170 O Detroit 49 j 
Houston 3 71 0 TampaBay 4 10 O 
AFC West Minnesota 3 14 0 
Seattle 12 2 OQ NFC West 

Denver 1 & 0 San Francisca td3 1 O 
LA.Raiders 10 4 O LA. Rams 9 5 O 
San Diego ’ 7 OQ =NewOrleans 6 8 O 
Kansas City 6 & O Atlanta = 1 6G 
SCORES 

AFC 


Buffalo 21_ Indianapolis 15 
Cincinnati 20, Claveland 17 (OT) 
Hauston 23, Pittsburgh 20 (OT) 
Kansas City 16. Denver 13 

L.A. Raiders 45, Miami 34 


NFG 

Dallas 26, Philadelphia 19 
Green Bay 27, Tampa Bay 14 
L.A. Rams 34, New Orleans 21 
San Franciseo 34, Atlanta 17 
Washington 31. Minnesota 17 


Interconference 

NY. Giants 20, N.Y. Jets 10 
St. Louis 33, New England 10 
San Diego 20, Chicago 7 
Seattle 38, Detroit 17 


the number-one priority im the NFC East. 
where the three leaders — Dallas. Washing- 
ton, and the New York Giants—joined St. 
Louis in the win column. 

Washington was the first ta win, The 
Redskins soured toa 31-0 halftime lead over 
Minnesota on Thursday night and held on to 
defeat the Vikings 31-17, 

On a day when quarterback Danny White 
was intercepted four times—twice by Phila- 
delphia safety Wes Hopkins —Dallas relied 
on its defense to defeat the Eagles 26-10, 

Corerbaek Dennis Thurman scored one 
touchdown for the Cowboys on a 38-yard in- 
lerception return, safety Michael Downs sct 
up a ficld goal with an interception. and 
tackle John Dutton dropped quarterback Joe 
Pisarcik in the end zone for a safety, 

And in the battle for New York at Grants 
Stadium, the “visiting’’ Giants. with an 
impressive performance from quarterback 
Phil Simms. sent the Jets reeling to their 
sixth consecutive defeat 20-10. 

The Dolphins und their fans were left reel- 
ing after a 44-34 loss to the not-to-be-denied 
Los Anyeles Raiders at the Orange Bowl, 

This was an caverly anticipated matchup, 
und it did not disappoint, 

Mianit quarterbuck Dan Murino was char- 
ucteristically sensational. He passed for 470 
yards and four touchdowns, giving him a 
record 40 for the season. But this game, 
which saw the Dolphins rally from a 24-13 
third-quarter deficit to take a 27-24 fourth- 
quarter lead on a pair of Muring-to-Mark 
Clayton passes (of 64 and 11 yards), ulti- 
mately was decided by the Raiders’ ability to 
make big plays when needed, 

Cornerback Mike Haynes made two of the 
biggest. He intercepted Marino on the Dol- 
phins’ first possession and returned the ball 
V7 yards for a touchdown. Haynes stole an- 
other pass in the fourth quarter, and his 54- 
yard return set up the eventual winning touch- 
down. a six-vard run by Marcus Allen. 

The Raiders, 5-0 against Miami under 
Tom Flores, also were buoyed by quarter- 
back Mare Wilson's best performance (13 of 
24 for 241 vards) since he injured his thumb 
uguinst the Bears in Week 10. 

“The Raiders proved today they are the 
best, said Miami head couch Don Shula, 
“Until someone beats them in the playoffs, 
they are the chumps. This game pointed out 
more than any other why they are the best, 
and what we still have to de to be the best.” 


» Marcus Allen was a one-man gang in 
Miami, Allen rushed for 156 yards and 
scored three touchdowns, two in the 
fourth quarter, as the Raiders defeated 
the Dolphins 45-34. 














WEEK FOURTEEN /NOVEMBER 29 


Houston and Cincinnati 
Win in Overtime, and 

the Giants Beat the 

Jets in Their First 
Meadowlands Encounter 


» A common sight for the Patriots was St. 
Louis's Ottis Anderson running behind 
278-pound tackle Tootie Robbins. Ander- 
son rushed for 136 yards, and St. Louis 
beat New England 33-10. 





v Steve Largent had such a big day receiving (eight catches v Eric Dickerson slammed into the line 33 times for 149 yards 
for 104 yards and two touchdowns) that Doug English (78) against New Orleans to tie the NFL record for 100-yard 
and the Lions weren't ready for him on the reverse. The Sea- games in a season (11). Dickerson’s pounding led the 


hawks won easily 38-17. Rams to a 34-21 victory. 





aA touchdown run by Stan Edwards in 
the fourth quarter put Houston ahead of 
Pittsburgh 20-13. The Oilers sealed the 
upset in overtime 23-20. 


a Jim Breech’s field goal in overtime gave 
Cincinnati a 20-17 victory at Cleveland. 
The Bengals had tied the game on a touch- 
down pass to tackle Anthony Munoz. 
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aJim Burt (64) and Casey Merrill made it a long day for Jets quarterback Ken 
O'Brien. Three sacks helped the Giants defeat the Jets 20-10. 

v Eddie Lee /very's two-yard touchdown run with three minutes left was his sec- 
ond of the fourth quarter and led the Packers to a 27-14 win over Tampa Bay. 
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December 8—Goodby, 2.003. Hello (for 
one week, anyway). 2.007. 

Eri¢ Dickerson did not gain 2.000 yards 
in [4 games. as former single-season record- 
holder OJ. Simpson did in 1973, But tt 
didn't take him 16, either. 

And like Simpson, who rushed for exactly 
200 yards against the New York Jets in the 
final game of the 1973 season when he 
eclipsed the record previously held by Jim 
Brown (1.863 yards). Dickerson rewrote the 
record in stvle, 

In the Los Angeles Rams’ 27-16 victory 
over Houston. the sensational second-year 
running back rushed for 215 vards—the hest 
day of his NFL. cureer—tu break Simpson's 
| 1-year-old NFL mark. 

With 3:30 left in the game, Dickerson 
swept right for nine yards to officially vault 
past Simpson. 

“There was no need to suy anything [in 
the huddle before the plav]."’ said Rams 
quarterback Jeff Kemp, ‘‘but there was a 
special feeling as far as anticipation. . .want- 
ing to make it happen. It was fun to hand 
off, watch him get it. and then watch the 
line kind of pulf up with pride.” 

How did Dickerson feel? 

“Tm just glad it’s over,” he said. “*L got 
so tired of hearing about it, and people ask- 
ing me about the record. | even started dream- 
ing about it.” 

Two other Pro Bowl-bound NFC running 


O.J.’s Rushing Record Falls; So Do the 
Cowboys and Giants, While Kansas City Is 
an AFC West Giant Killer (Again) 


backs, Chicago’s Walter Payton and Tampa 
Bay's James Wilder, also had big days. 

Wilder rushed tor 125 yards in Tampa 
Bay's 23-6 victory over Atlanta, and Payton 
gained 175 yards on the ground in the Bears’ 
20-14 loss to Green Bay. 

The Los Angeles Raiders, who defeated 
Detroit 24-3 at the Silverdome, wrapped up 
the remaining AFC wild-card playoff berth. 
Actually, they had wrapped it up a day earlier 
when New England, the other wild-card con- 
tender, lost 27-17 at Philadelphia—the 
Patriots’ third loss in three weeks to three 
NFC East opponents. 

“Tt seems we went downhill so fast.”’ 
said Patriots cornerback Raymond Clay- 
born. '‘We played well for twelve wecks. 
but the last three weeks it shpped away.” 

Washington moved a game ahead of the 
puck in the NFC East by defeating Dallas 
30-28 at Texas Stadium. But it wasn't easy. 

Dallas quarterback Danny White passed 
for 327 yards and four touchdowns, and the 
Cowboys’ defense, utilizing a stacked sec- 
ondary on early downs and unveiling new 
blitzing schemes, crossed up the Redskins 
lor much of the gume,. They sacked Washing- 
ton quarterback Joe Theismann eight tines, 

“We had to scramble, scramble, scram- 
ble,” said Washington head coach Joe 
Gibbs. “The whole game was an attempt to 
adjust and catch up to what they were doing.” 

The Cowboys roared to a 21-6 halftime 
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Montana Montgomery D. Smith 


Eric Dickerson couldn't have broken the NFL single- | 


season rushing record this week against Houston 
without center Doug Smith, guards Dennis Harrah 
and Kent Hill, and tackles Irv Pankey and Bill 
Bain, the starting interior linemen for the Los An- 
geles Rams. Playing what San Francisco head 
coach Bill Walsh said was his greatest game yet, 
Quarterback Joe Montana completed 15 of 21 
Passes for 246 yards, three touchdowns, and no in- 
lerceptions as the 49ers overwhelmed Minnesota 
91-7. The 49er defense allowed only 90 yards rush- 
ing and recorded six sacks, Nose tackle Bill Pickel 
had 32 sacks in the Raiders 24-3 Monday night vic- 
tory at Detroit, All four of quarterback Dan Marino's 
touchdown passes came in the second half as Mi- 
ami rallied from a 17-7 halftime deficit to beat the 
Colts 35-17, Philadelphia running back Wilbert 
Montgomery rushed for 100 yards—his first 
100-yard performance in his last 33 games— in the 
Eagles’ 27-17 victory over New England. In Kansas 
City’s 34-7 upset of AFC West leader Seattle, rookie 
linebacker Scott Radecic returned one of the 
Chiefs’ six interceptions 19 yards for a touchdown. 


{a3 





STANDINGS 

AFC East W L T  NFC East w LF 
Miami 19 2 OG #£Washinglon 10 5 O 
NewEngland & 7 OQ _ Dallas 9 € O 
N.Y. Jets , 6 O NY Giants 9 6 O 
Indianapolis 4977 O £StLous 2 6 @Q 
Buffalo 213 OU Philadelphia 6 B 1 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 8 7F O Chicago 9 6 0 
Cincinnati T 8 © £Green Bay , 68 9 
Cleveland 411 0 TampaBay 5 10 O 
Houston 312 0 Detroit 410 1 
AFC West Minnesota 3.12 0 
Denver i 3&2 O NFC West 

Seattle 12 3 O SanFranciscoi4 1 
LA.Raiders 11 4 © LA Rams 10 45 OQ 
Kansas City 7 8 OG WNewOreans 6 & O 
San Diego ¥ & O Allanta 3 12 O 
SCORES 

AFC 


Denver 16, San Diago 13 
Kansas City 34, Seattle 7 
Miami 345, Indianapolis 17 
N.Y. Jets 21, Buffalo 17 
Pillsburgh 23. Cleveland 20 


NFC 

Green Bay 20, Chicago 14 

St. Louis 31, N.¥. Giants 21 
San Francisco 51, Minnesota 7 
Tampa Bay 23, Atlanta 6 
Washington 30, Dallas 28 


interconference 

Cincinnati 24, New Orleans 21 
LA, Raiders 24, Detrolt3 

L.A, Rams 27, Houston 16 
Philadelphia 27, New England 17 





lewd, Butin the end, running back John Rig- 
gins punctured the Cowboys’ plans. 

Riggins. who had carried the ball only 
three times in Washington's two previous 
games and Was hospitalized and in traction 
earlier in the week with his continuing back 
woes, gained [1] yards rushing on 24 car- 
ries and scored the winning touchdown on a 
one-yard run, 

St. Louis. on the brink of elimination 
from playoff contention, climbed back into 
the race by dispatching the Giants 31-21 and 
creating a three-way tic for second place 
(among the Cowboys. Giants. and Cardinals) 
behind the Redskins. 

“We've got our contidence up, We can 
sill do it.”” said St. Louis quarterback Neil 
Lomax. who completed 23 of 33 passes for 
305 yards to become the sixth quarterback in 
NFL history to pass for more than 4,000 
yards in a season. **We've had some prob- 
lems, but there's one more game to go, and 
we're Sull init.” 

Seattle's destiny took a turn down the 
wrong path in Kansas City, where the 
Chiels, plaving AFC West spoiler for the 
second straight week, knocked off the Sca- 
hawks 34-7, 

The Chiet's intercepted Seattle quarter- 
back Dave Krieg five Umes and backup Jim 
Zorn once to halt the Seahawks’ cight-game 
winning streak, 

Denver capitalized on Seattle's stumble 
and regained a share of the AFC West lead 
by deteating San Diego 16-13, 

Broncos placekicker Rich Karlis was. per- 
fect on three field-goal attempts. And. when 
the game was riding on his leg, his 28-yard 
kick with 2:08 left stayed between the 
uprights for the victory. 

Pittsburgh placekicker Gary Anderson's 
loot also was the difference in the Steelers’ 
23-20 victory over Cleveland. Anderson’s 
third field goal of the game. a 34-yarder with 
just five seconds remaining. kept the Steclers 
one game in tront of Cincinnati, 

But the Bengals, by edging New Orleans 
24-21, kept the heat on the Steelers. 

Quarterback Ken Anderson, who missed 
the previous. three games with a shoulder 
separation, Came off the bench to complete 
IS of 26 passes for 191 yards and two touch- 
downs for Cincinnati. 

When told he looked like ~*the Anderson 
of old.” the 35-year-old, 14-year veteran re- 
plied, ‘lam old,” 


» Eric Dickerson virtually was unstoppable 
against Houston, Dickerson ran for 215 
yards to break O.J. Simpson's single- 
season rushing record, with 2,007 yards. 
The Rams beat the Oilers 27-16. 








WEEK FIFTEEN/ DECEMBER 8 


Monk Becomes a Runner, 
Payton Tries His Hand 

at Quarterback, and 
Clayton Sets a Record 
for Receiving 


» Wendell Tyler gained only 36 
yards against Minnesota, but that 
was enough to give him San Fran- 
cisco’s single-season rushing rec- 
ord, with 1,230 yards. The 49ers 
humbled the Vikings 51-7. 
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vit looked as if Walter Payton had taken a step back in time against Green Bay and 
was a Single-Wing tailback. Payton ran for 175 yards, threw a halfback pass for a 
score, and played quarterback briefly in the Bears’ 20-14 loss to the Packers. 








a The Chiefs’ Henry Marshall caught eight passes for 166 
yards to help Kansas City beat Seattle 34-7. The loss 
snapped the Seahawks’ eight-game winning streak. 
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a Mark Clayton celebrated after catching his fifteenth touch- 


down pass of the year. Clayton also set a Miami record for 
receptions in a 35-17 victory over Indianapolis. 
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vy Wilbert Montgomery ran for 100 yards, his first 100-yard 
game in more than two years, to help Philadelphia defeat 
New England 27-17. 


vAfter catching seven passes, Art Monk ran 18 yards on a 
reverse to set up John Riggins’s winning touchdown. The 
Redskins came from behind to beat Dallas 30-28. 
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December 14—There were almost too niany 
“ifs’” to Keep straight in the NFC Eust in the 
final weekend of the season. Consilcring 
the frenetic state of the division race for the 
first 13 weeks of the season. that scemed 
appropriate, 

All four contenders— Dallas. Washing- 
ton. St. Louis, and the New York Giants— 
had playott possibilities. // the right things 
happened. 

The Giants and all their fans spent the fin- 
al weekend in un extended 72-hour anxiety 
attack, That's what happens tn the nerve- 
racking game of wild-card roulette. 

The agonizing began on Saturday, alter 
the Giants had dropped ah uninspired 10-3 
decision to New Orleans, That result iactual- 
ly was meaningless as far as the playotfs 
were concerned; the Giants” postseason ttin- 
erary hinged on the outcome of the Washing- 
ton-St, Louis game on Sunday and the Dal- 
las-Miani game on Monday night. 

But the season wasn't over. On Sunday. 
Washington defeuted St. Louis 29-27 in a 
game that ended when Cardinals placekicker 
Neil O°Donoghue’s 50-yard field goal at- 
tempt sailed to the left as the clock ran our, 

Wushington’s victory gave the Redskins 
their third consecutive NFC East champion- 
ship—and stayed elimination for the Giants 
for at least one more day, 

Watching the Monday night game, how- 
ever. couldn't have been too easy. especial- 








NEWSMAKERS 
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Byner Landry Monk 
Concluding an NFL campaign that was open season 
on the record book, Washington wide receiver Art 
Monk set a new NFL single-season record for recep- 
tions in the Redskins’ 29-27 win over St. Louis 
Mank caught 11 passes for 136 yards (and two touch- 
downs) and finished with 106 catches—five more 
than Charley Hennigan’s record of 101 set in 1964 
Quarterback Neil Lomax (37 of 46, 468 yards, two 
touchdowns) starred in defeat for the Cardinals. Mi- 
ami wide receiver Mark Clayton caught three touch- 
down passes to give him 18 for the season, another 
NFL record. Teammate Dan Marino finished the sea- 
son with 48 touchdown passes, 361 completions, 


and 5.084 yards passing—all NFL records, Rookle | 


running back Earnest Byner had a career-high 188 
yards rushing to help Cleveland defeat Houston 
27-20. Quarterback Greg Landry, playing in his first 
NFL game in almost three years. passed for one 
touchdown and ran for another to lead Chicago past 
Detroit 30-13. The Bears’ defense sacked Detroil 
quarterbacks 12 times to give Chicago 72 for the sea- 
son, breaking the NFL record of 67 set by the 1967 
Oakland Raiders. 
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ly when the Cowboys, losing 21-14 late tn 
the fourth quarter. drew even on a stunning 
tipped-pass play. Dallas quarterback Danny 
White aimed a pass at running back Tony 
Dorsett. but Miami cornerback Don MeNeciil 
lipped it into the hands of Cowboys wide re- 
ceiver Tonw Hill. whe completed a 66-vuard 
rouchdown play that ted the score with onls 
1:47 left in the gume, 

But not even Dallas's version ol an Im- 
maculate Reception could save the Cowboys, 

In the final minute of play. (just 38 see- 
onds later), Miami quarterback Dan Marino 
rifled « 63-yard touchdown pass to wide re- 
ceiver Mark Clayton who caught it as two 
Dallus defenders slipped. Miami won 28-21. 
und Dallas was out of the playolfs for the 
first time since 1974—and only the second 
ume in 20 veurs. 

The Cowboys. Cirdinals. and Grants all 
finished with identical 9-7 records, but the 
Giants earned a plavoll berth by virtue of a 
betrer record within the diviston, 

“T don’t think We're backing in.” said 
nose tackle Jim Burt. “Maybe the peaple 
who say we backed in are the same who 
predicted we wouldn't win five games.” 

The Giants’ wild-card opponents. the Los 
Angeeles Rams, had closed their regulur sea- 
sonon Friday might with a 19-16 loss at San 
Francisco, Like the Giunts, the Rams then 
had to play the wating game. They qualified 
When the Cardinals. lost, 


STANDINGS 

AFC East W LT NFC East Wek iT 
Miami 14 2 O £Washingion +1 5 O 
NewEngland 9 7 OF NY Gants 9 7 O 
NY, Jets 7 #8 O Dallas 9 7F O 
Indianapolis 4 12 O St. Louis 7 ¥ 0 
Bultalo 244 #O Phiadelphia & © 14 
AFC Central NFC Central 

Pittsburgh 9 7 0  Cficago 10 6 O 
Cincinnati 8 6 0 # £=GreenBay 8 68 OD 
Cleveland 5 14 O TampaBay 6 10 QO 
Houston 3413 O Detroit aeth’ +3 
AFC West Minnesola 313 =O 
Denver 133 #O NFC West 

Seattle f2 4 O San Franciscoi5 7 0 
L.A. Raiders 17 5 O LA. Rams 10 6 #O 
KansasCiy 8 8B O NewQOreans 7 9 O 
San Diego 7 § O Atlanta 412 0 
SCORES 

AFC 


Cincinnati 52, Bullala 21 
Cleveland 27, Houston 20 
Denver 31. Seattle 14 

Kansas City 42, San Diego 21 
New England 16, Indianapolis 10 
Pittsburgh 13, L.A. Raiders 7 


NFG 

Allanta 26, Philadelphia 10 
Chicago 30, Detroit 13 

Green Bay 38, Minnesota 14 
New Orleans 10,N.¥ Giants 3 
San Francisco 19. L.A, Rams 16 
Washington 29, St. Louls 27 
Interconference 


Miami 26, Dallas 21 
Tampa Bay 41.N.¥_ Jets 21 





The Giants and Rams Lose but Live to Play 
Again, Pittsburgh Survives Its Scare, and 
Silence Is Golden for Denver 


Quarterback Joe Montana threw two touch- 
down passes in the first quarter to give the 
4Yers an early 14-3 lead. 

The Rams rallied and drew to within one 
point (17-16) before the 49ers’ defense. 
which “held” running back Eric Dickerson to 
YS yards rushing (he finished with a season 
totul of 2,105), took over in the game's clos- 
ing minutes. Defensive end Lawrence Pil- 
lers blocked a field-goal attempt by Mike 
Lunsford. and tackle Gary Johnson sacked 
quarterback Jeff Kemp in the end zone for it 
safety to clinch the 49ers’ record-setting fl- 
teenth revular-scuson vietory. 

“We'll came out smokin’ in the playoffs.” 
Montana pronised. 

Denver quarterback John Elway came out 
bombing against Seattle. and the Broncos 
beat the Seahawks 31-14 to wrap up the AFC 
West championship. 

The Denver pluyers had been equipped 
belore the gume with $50 state-ol-the-art ear- 
plugs to block out the din created by the 
Seuhawks raucous fans atthe Kingdome. 

The cur-plugs becume academic after El- 
way launched a 73-yard pass to wide receiv- 
er Steve Watson less than three minutes into 
the game, prefacing « one-yard touchdown 
dive by Elway. 

“Tt didn’t get too loud after that.’* sad 
running back Sammy Winder, 

Elway's final statistics (9 of 21 for 148 
yards) included four interceptions, and paled 
In comparison to Seattle quarterback Dave 
Krieg’s figures (30 of 50. 334 yards. two 
touchdowns). In fact, Denver was outgained 
385-291. But penalties, special teams mis- 
cucs, und poor field position wrecked the 
Seahawks and left them to regroup fora wild- 
curd date against the Raiders. 

Cincinnati. sparked by quarterback Ken 
Anderson's three first-half touchdown puss- 
es, Increased the pressure on Pittsburgh in 
the AFC Central by blasting Buffalo 52-21 
forts eighth victory in |] games. 

The Steclers proved equal ta the task later 
in the day in Los Angeles. Running back 
Walter Abercrombie rushed 28 times for 111 
yards and set up Pittsburgh's only touch- 
down (a one-yard plunge by running back 
Frank Pollard on the first play of the fourth 
quarter) With a 39-yard reception. Safety 
Donnie Shell intercepted two passes, includ- 
ing one with 2:24 left to snuff a final threat 
by the Raiders, The Steclers won the game— 
und the AFC Central tithe — 13-7, 





» Mark Clayton was off to the races, scor- 
ing with 57 seconds left to play to give 
Miami a 28-21 victory over Dallas. Clay- 
ton had three touchdown receptions, set- 
ting an NFL season record with 18. 





WEEK SIXTEEN/DECEMBER 14 


In a Close Race, 

the Bengals Win Big to 
Keep the Pressure On, 

but the Steelers Simply 


Ste ake : Ti v Ray Horton leaped Mitchell Brookins of 
Win and Clinch a Title Buffalo. The Bengals beat the Bills 
52-21, but fell one game short of Pitts- 


burgh in the AFC Central. 
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vy Eric Dickerson eluded Eric Wright and went on to total 98 yards vArt Monk caught 11 passes against St. Louis for a 
against San Francisco. It wasn't enough, however, as the 49ers season total of 106, an NFL record. The Redskins held 
defeated the Rams 19-16. off the Cardinals 29-27 for the NFC East title. 





» Walter Abercrombie had his best 
day as a pro—rushing for 111 yards 
and catching passes for 72—and 
the Steelers beat the Raiders 13-7. 











aJohn Elway ran nine times for 43 
yards and scored the first touch- 
down as the Broncos beat the Sea- 
hawks 31-14 for AFC West title. 
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a Craig James took on a workhorse 
role, carrying 30 times for 138 yards 
for New England. The Patriots beat 
the Colts 16-10. 
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SEATTLE 13, L.A. RAIDERS 7 
The turning point came before the game 
started—when Seattle coach Chuck Knox 
decided to attack the Raiders’ defense not 
with his record-setting passing attack, but 
with a ground game that had ranked twenty- 
fifth in the NFL during the regular season. 
The strategy—and the Seahawks” execu- 


tion of it— must have caught the Raiders off 


balance. With Dave Krieg throwing only 10 
passes (and completing only 4), the Sea- 
hawks dominated the Raiders on the ground. 
rushing for 205 yards and keeping the ball 
for 35 minutes. 

Seattle built a 13-0 lead in the fourth 
quarter behind a 26-yard touchdown pass 
from Krieg to Daryl Turner and two field 
goals by Norm Johnson. The catch by Tur- 
ner was the only by a Seattle wide receiver 
all day. marking the first game since 1977 in 
which Steve Largent hadn't caught a pass. 

The chief yardage-and-time eater for the 
Seahawks was Dan Doornink. who had the 
best game of his career, carrying 29 times 
for 126 yards. Doornink and teammate Da- 
vid Hughes (54 yards) continually ran off- 
tackle, cut back against the grain, and left 
the Raiders’ linemen flat-footed, 

Meanwhile. Seattle's defense was pressur- 
ing Raiders quarterback Jim Plunkett. who 
was sacked six times and intercepted twice. 





Dan Doornink put Lyle Alzado behind him and led Seattle to 


a 13-/ win over the Los Angeles Raiders. 


130) 


Plunkett did throw a 46-yard touchdown 
pass to Marcus Allen, but it came with five 
minutes left. That was far too late in the 
game given the way the Seahawks were con- 
trolling the ball. 


SeRtHe.< ecd okoge ete peeets tn of, 6S 63 —19 
Sea — Turner 26 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick) 
Sea —FG Johnson 35 

Sea —FG Johnson 44 

LA —Allen 46 pass from Plunkett (Bahr kick) 
Altendance—62,049 


N.Y. GIANTS 16, L.A. RAMS 13 
Los Angeles seemed to be holding all the 
cards going into the game. The Rams had 
beaten the Giants 33-12 in the regular sea- 
son and were playing the NFC Wild Card 
Game at home in Anaheim. This time the 
Rams’ defense held the Giants to 40 yards 
rushing (on 27 carries) and sacked quarter- 
back Phil Simms four times. But the Giants’ 
made the key plays, both offensively (Simms 
completed 22 of 31 passes) and defensively. 
The Giants limited Los Angeles to a field 
goal after the Rams had a first-and-goal in 
the fourth quarter, and then stopped them on 
downs late in the game to win 16-13. 

“If the offense scores thirteen points. it’s 
our responsibility to hold ‘em to twelve,”’ 
said Rams defensive end Jack Youngblood, 








Rob Carpenter scored York's only touchdown of the 


The Seahawks Are Winners With an Offense 
From Yesteryear, and the Rams Are 
Losers With Little Offense of Any Kind 


Our offense scored enough points to win. 
We allowed them to score enough to beat us.” 

The Rams’ defense had more to worry 
about than the Giants—the Los Angeles of- 
fense contributed to some of New York's 
points. In the first quarter, Eric Dickerson 
fumbled with the Giants recovering on the 
Rams’ 23. Nine plays later, Rob Carpenter 
scored from the | to put New York ahead 10-0, 

Los Angeles’s offense also was plagued 
by penalties (10 for 75 yards) and incon- 
sistency. Dickerson netted 107 yards and 
scored the Rams’ only touchdown on a 
14-yard third-quarter blast. but he was shut 
down in the first half, when the Rams found 
themselves trailing 10-0 before they had 
made a first down. The rest of the Rams’ 
rushing attack netted zero yards. 

“We played just well enough to win.” 
Carpenter said. ““But we can overcome ad- 
versity. [ don’t think anyone will give us a 
chance against the 49ers, cither.”” 


New York ...................10 0 6 O—16 
Los Angeles.................. ao 3 7 3—19 
NY —FG Haji-Sheikh 37 

NY —Carpenter 1 run (Haji-Sheikh kick) 

LA —FG Lansford 38 

NY —FG Haji-Sheikh 39 

LA —Dickerson 14 run (Lansford kick) 

NY —FG Haji-Sheikh 36 

LA —FGLansford 22 

Attendance —67 037 
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day as the Giants beat the Rams 16-13. 
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The design is bold. Sleek, daring aerodynamic lines. 

The performance: heart-pounding. 

This is GTS. A new kind of LeBaron—a performance 
eBaron engineered to compete with Europe's best 
sedans. 

And it does. When you equip it with turbo, special 
Sport handling suspension and 15" wheels, LeBaron GTS 
is faster from O to 50 than BMW 528e and Mercedes 190E. 
But this LeBaron offers more than pure speed. In 
braking, in the slalom, and in cornering—it outperforms 
the legendary BMW again. 

Yet this disciplined road car is a comfortable sedan 
for five. LeBaron GTS Premium’s cabin is marked by 
advanced electronics and 
functional luxury. 
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BMW 528e and Mercedes 190E’ 
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Even its Protection Plan is outstanding: 5 years or 
50,000 miles on turbo, engine, drivetrain and outer 
body rust-through** 

LeBaron GTS would be impressive at any 
price. At $10,000 less than the least expensive 


of the European competitors, it is stunning: 
*Overall results of USAC tests vs. standard equipped 1985 competitive 
test models. ** Whichever comes first. Limited warranties. Deductible 
applies. Excludes fleetv/leases. Dealer has details. ‘Based on sticker 





Division of 
price comparisons of test cars. Standard equipment levels may vary. Chrysler Corporation 


© 1985 A.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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MIAMI 31, SEATTLE 10 

In the NFL equivalent of ““Same Time Next 
Year,’* the Seahawks flew to Miami. follow- 
ing an impressive victory over the Raiders, 
Seattle looked as if it might have a chance to 
do the same to the Dolphins’ swift-scoring 
machine as it did last year, but instead of 
grinding out another win, the Seahawks just 
seemed to grind to a halt. 

“We saw what they did to the Raiders.” 
said Dolphins nose tackle Bob Baumhower. 
“The first two plays they tried to run the 
same thing against us, and we stuffed “em.” 

The Miami offense was ready. too, Using 
running back Tony Nathan (18 carries for 76 
yards and one touchdown, plus four catches 
for 20 yards) to keep the Seahawks off bal- 
ance, Dan Marino got the ball to his game- 
breaking receivers when he had to. Mark 
Clayton caught five for 75 yards, including 
a spectacular 33-yard touchdown, tight end 
Bruce Hardy also caught three tor 48 yards 
and a touchdown. 

The scores by Hardy and Clayton. on 
consecutive third-quarter drives, put Seattle 
away, Until then. the Dolphins had a big sta- 
tistical edge but only a [4-10 lead. On Mi- 
ami’s first possession of the second half, Ma- 
rino’s third-and-goal pass from the Seattle 3 
was batted down. However, cornerback Keith 
Simpson was called for holding in the end 
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Behind outstanding protection, Dan Marino passed the Dol- 


phins to a 31-10 victory over Seaitle. 
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No Postseason Surprises This Year 
in Miami; the Outcome in San Francisco 
Wasn't Much of a Surprise, Either 


zone and the Dolphins got another set of 
downs. Marino hit Hardy for the score. 

The Dolphins’ defense held firm on the 
next Series. pressuring Seattle into a seven- 
yard punt. Marino got the ball back at the Sea- 
hawks’ 33. On second down he passed to 
Clayton in the end zone. who tipped the ball 
to himself for a 28-10 lead. 

GORE. . varices ead eran bus 010 0 O—10 

Miami.............. eacattaah OF TA F—S1 

Mia —Nathan 14 run (von Schamann kick) 

sea —FG Johnson 27 

Mia —Cefalo 34 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Sea —Largent 56 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick) 

Mia —Hardy 3 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Mia —Clayton 33 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Mia —FG von Schamann 37 

Alttendance— 73,469 

SAN FRANCISCO 21, N.Y. GIANTS 10 

All season long the 49ers’ motto had been 

‘Score early and often.”’ Against the Giants. 

they managed only to score early, The I4 

points San Francisco put on the board in the 

first seven minutes were enough to seal the 

win, but not enough to prevent some anx- 

ious moments. 

Joe Montana drove the 49ers 71 yards 
on San Francisco’s first possession, passing 
to wide receiver Dwight Clark. who went high 
for the catch and a 21-yard touchdown. Safe- 
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ty Ronnie Lott then picked off Phil Simms’s 
pass and returned it to the Giants’ 12. Two 
plays later, Montana threw a nine-yard touch- 
down to Russ Francis. 

The Giants made it close early in the sec- 
ond quarter on Alt Haji-Sheikh’s 46-yard 
field goal, then closer still when linebacker 
Harry Carson returned an interception of a 
Montana pass 4 yards for a touchdown. 

Montana made amends with his third 
touchdown pass of the half—a 29-yarder to 
Freddie Solomon that was set up by an un- 
necessary roughness penalty on the Giants. 

What scoring there was in the first half was 
what there was for the game, In the second 
half, each team missed opportunities, includ- 
ing two missed field goals by San Francisco 
kicker Ray Wersching and one by Haji-Sheikh. 

“They made enough mistakes for us to 
beat them,’” Simms said. ““But we made 
them right along with them.” 


New York... ..........0 500008. 010 0 O—10 
San Francisco ........ 0 —21 
SF —D. Clark 21 pass from Montana (Wersching 
kick) 
SF —Francis 9 pass from Montana (Wersching kick) 
NY —FG Haji-Sheikh 46 ¢ | 
NY —Carson 14 interception return (Haji-Sheikh 
kick) 
SF —Solomon 29 pass from Montana (Wersching 
kick) 
Attendance —60,303 








cisco's 21-10 victory over the Giants. 
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December 30, 1984 


The Steelers’ Defense Charged Into Denver 
Loaded for Bear, While in Washington, Even 
a Shotgun Couldn’t Keep the Bears Away 


PITTSBURGH 24, DENVER 17 

The champions of what were considered the 
NFL’s weakest and strongest divisions met, 
and the meck inherited a shot at the Super 
Bowl. The Steelers dominating the offen- 
sive line, played anything but meekly. 

Running back Frank Pollard carried the 
ball 16 times for 99 yards and two touch- 
downs. Backfield-mate Walter Abercrombie 
also came through, gaining 75 yards. Un- 
heralded Mark Malone efficiently directed 
the passing attack. He completed 17 of 28 
passes for 224 yards, and one touchdown, a 
10-yard strike to rookie wide receiver Louis 
Lipps to tie the game at 17-17 after 11:41 
of the third quarter, 

The tie stood until the final two minutes 
of the game. As overtime loomed. Broncos 
quarterback John Elway, playing the second 
half with a groin pull and an injured knee, 
threw a pass intended for wide receiver Ray 
Alexander. It was intercepted on the dead 
run by free safety Eric Williams and re- 
turned to the Denver 2. Pollard ran it in from 
there on third down with 1:59 left. 

The Broncos had their share of scoring 
opportunities. Denver had a first down on 
the Steelers’ 6 and Elway was intercepted: 
kicker Rich Karlis missed two ficld goals: 
and when the Broncos got the ball at the 
Pittsburgh 4 after blocking a punt, they 
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Eric Williams's intenssbtien return set up the decisive touch- 


down in a 24-17 Steelers victory. 
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could only turn it into three points. 
“The key. said Denver's Dan Reeves, 
“was our inability to score in close.”’ 


Pittsburgh .......... Rites mn te .010 7 *—2d 
2 | ee 2 rn eee 7 010 O—T? 
Den—J. Wright 9 pass from Elway (Karlis kick) 

Pitt —FG Anderson 28 
Pitt —Pollard 1 run (Anderson kick) 
Den—FG Karlis 21 
Den— Watson 20 pass from Elway (Karlis kick) 
Pitt — Lipps 20 pass from Malone (Anderson kick) 
Pitt —Pollard 2 run (Anderson kick) 
Attendance — 74,981 


CHICAGO 23, WASHINGTON 19 
Joe Theismann looked shell-shocked. He 
had spent most of the afternoon running away 
from the NFL‘s fiercest pass rush and had 
been sacked seven times. 

“Tf you've been on the ground seven 


times with three hundred pounds on top of 


you," said Bears defensive tackle Dan Hamp- 
ton, ““you'd want to get out of there, too.” 

Defensive end Richard Dent collected 
three sacks, and spent much of the day in the 
Redskins* backfield, 

Chicago quarterback Steve Fuller (9 of 15 
for 211 yards) was sacked five times but still 
managed to throw two touchdown passes, 
both in the third quarter. The first stunned 
the Redskins just two plays into the second 
half, Fuller read a Redskins blitz and threw 


a wobbly 10-yard pass to wide receiver Wil- 
lie Gault at the sideline. Cornerback Darrell 
Green slipped as Gault made the catch and 
spun away to run untouched into the end zone. 

Fuller later capitalized when Ken Coffey 
ran into Chicago punter Dave Finzer and the 
Bears were awarded a first down. Wide re- 
ceiver Dennis McKinnon caught two consec- 
utive passes, the second for a 16-yard touch- 
down to put the Bears ahead 23-10. 

Finzer figured in another score in the fourth 
quarter. On coach Mike Ditka’s orders, he 
intentionally took a safety on a punt snap, 
cutting the Bears’ lead to a four points. 

Fuller had some early help in the touch- 
down-pass department. Walter Payton (104 
yards rushing) took a second-quarter pitch- 
out, faked a reverse to McKinnon, then loft- 
ed a pass to tight end Pat Dunsmore. who 
was alone in the end zone. 


Chicage 42.4 .6cs¢acdenaave cus 01013 O—23 
Washington. . : 3 014 2—19 
Wash—FG Moseley 25. 
Chi —FGB., Thomas 34 
Chi —Dunsmore 19 pass from Payton 
(B. Thomas kick) 
Chi —Gault 75 pass from Fuller (kick failed) 
Wash— Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick) 
Chi —MckKinnon 16 pass from Fuller (B. Thomas) 
kick) 
Wash— Riggins 1 run (Moseley kick) 
Wash—Safety, Finzer stepped out of end zone 
Attendance—55,431 





Dan Hampton (99) introduced himself to Joe fielamaric as 


the Bears sacked the Redskins into submission 23-19. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 23, CHICAGO 0 

No question about it, the San Francisco 
49ers would have ached sorrowfully if a 
Super Bow! had been played in their own 
backyard and they weren't in it. 

Besides, history might never have forgiv- 
en them, considering their 16 victories in 17 
games prior to the NFC Championship 
Game. 

But the 49ers avoided that potential agony 
and admitted themselves to the Super Bowl 
by disposing of the Chicago Bears 23-0, It 
was San Francisco's eleventh consecutive 
victory and earned the team its second Super 
Bow! berth in four years. 

The game had appeared to many to be a 
mismatch on paper, and it turned out to be a 
mismatch on the field. San Francisco's intri- 
cate offense outperformed (and out-finessed) 
Chicago's league-leading defense, while the 
49ers’ own defensive unit stuffed the Bears’ 
offense throughout the game. Chicago netted 
just 186 yards all afternoon (compared to 387 
for the 49ers), and Bears quarterback Steve 
Fuller was sacked eight times and limited to 
87 yards passing. 

“Our defense can do anything it wants to 
do.”” said 49ers defensive end Gary (Big 
Hands) Johnson. who had two of the 49ers’ 
sacks, *‘and that’s the truth.” 

The Bears really only had two major scor- 








Freddie Solomon beat Mike Richardson for the touchdown 


reception that put the 49ers ahead 20-0. 


San Francisco Sets a Home Date 
in Super Bowl XIX With a Defensive Gem 
and Shutout of the Bears 


ing threats in the entire game. The first 
threat. on the game’s opening series, ended 
with an errant 41-yard field-goal attempt by 
placekicker Bob Thomas, The other, late in 
the third quarter, was defused by sacks by 
Johnson and Dwaine Board. 

Despite dominating the play and control- 
ling the tempo in the first half, San Francisco 
had only a slim 6-0 lead (on two field goals 
by Ray Wersching) at halftime. 

Two first-half interceptions by safety 
Gary Fencik (one in the end zone) helped 
fend off two San Francisco intrusions into 
Bears territory, but when Chicago had the 
ball it just couldn't get anything going. 

Running back Walter Payton managed to 
rush for 92 yards on 22 carnes, but even he 
was less effective than usual and had trouble 
on first-down plays all game long. 

“When we couldn't get that first-down 
yardage.” said Bears offensive tackle Keith 
Van Horne, **they just teed offon us.” 

Meanwhile, with the 49ers” offensive line 
unveiling some brand new blocking schemes 
that crossed up Chicago. Wendell Tyler (68 
yurds rushing on 10 carries) and Roger 
Craig (44 yards on 8 carries) softened up the 
Bears enough for Joe Montana’s passing 
(233 yards) to be effective. 

“It was completely different from any- 
thing we did this year,’ said tackle Keith 





Keena Turner knocked the ball loose from Walter Payton. 





Fahnhorst of the 49ers’ tactics. ““We had to 
do a lot of communicating and learn a whole 
new pass protection scheme.” 

The 49ers communicated well and learned 
quickly. The Bears. who led the NFL with a 
record 72 sacks this season, only got to Mon- 
tana three times for eight yards. 

The 49ers put the Bears on the ropes at 
6:33 of the third quarter when Tyler took a 
pitch from Montana, sliced off tackle. and 
shed four Bears on a nine-yard trip into the 
end zone. Montana then effectively knocked 
Chicago out of the ring—and the playotts— 
with a 10-yard scoring pass to wide receiver 
Freddie Solomon at 3:45 of the final period. 
making it 20-0. 

Next up tor the 49ers: Miami, a matchup 
people have been eagerly anticipating. 

“It’s not too early now for us to talk 
about it,”” satd Johnson after the chamption- 
ship game victory. ““People have been talk- 
ing all year about a Dolphins-49ers Super 
Bowl, and now they've got it." 


RAT CHED b us teal cas enne racertecees 0 00 0—0 

San Francisco ..............5. 3°63 7 0—23 

SF —FG Wersching 21 

SF —FG Wersching 22 

SF —Tyler 9 run (Wersching kick) 

SF —Solomon 10 pass from Montana (Wersching 
kick) 

SF —FG Wersching 34 

Attendance—61 .040 
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The 49ers shut out the Bears 23-0. 
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The Steelers Blitz and Get Blitzed in Return 
as Marino Throws Four Touchdown Passes; 
Duper Catches Two of Them 


MIAMI 45, PITTSBURGH 28 
The Pittsburgh Steelers were faced with a 
Catch-22 in their first AFC’ Championship 
Game appeurance since 1979, They knew 
they couldn't give Miami quarterback Dan 
Marino time to throw and still expect to win. 

The alternative? Blitz, blitz, and blitz 
some more. 

One slight problem. Blitzing Marino in- 
vites disaster. Feasting on the blitzes, Mari- 
no shredded the Steelers defense for 421 
yards and four touchdowns—both AFC 
Championship Game records—and led the 
Dolphins to a 45-28 victory. 

Pittsburgh defensive coordinator Tony 
Dungy was asked if the Steclers’ intent was 
to disguise their coverages in an effort to con- 
fuse the second-year Miami quarterback. 

“Yes, he said. 

Did it work? 

“No.” 

It wasn’t just Marino, of course. The Dol- 
phins’ air-tight offensive line was ready with 
adjustments for the Steelers’ blitzing. 

“We had so many adjustments.” 





sinidl 


wide receiver Jimmy Celulo, “Tl imagine it 
would take a Harvard samme cunt lade 
weeks to memorize them.” 

Marino’s 40-yard touchdown bomb to 
Mark Clayton midway through the first 
quarter gave Miami a 7-0 lead, which Pitts- 





burgh answered four minutes later on a sev- 
en-yard run by Rich Erenberg. 

Miami's Uwe von Schamann kicked a 26- 
yard field goal at 5:56 of the second quarter 
to put the Dolphins back on top [0-7. But 
the Steelers. who successfully controlled the 
ball and the clock with their running game in 
the early going, took the lead with less than 
three minutes left in the half when quarter- 
back Mark Malone stunned Miami with a 
65-yard touchdown pass to John Stallworth, 
The lead lasted $2 seconds. 

Marino gunned the accelerator and whisked 
the Dolphins 77 yards in just five plays, fin- 
ishing the drive with a 41-yard touchdown 
bolt to wide receiver Mark Duper. 

When Lyle Blackwood intercepted Ma- 
lone at the Steelers’ 39 on the next series, 
the Dolphins scored again just before half- 
time, increasing their lead to 24-14. 

Miami received the second-half kickoff, 
und Murino orchestrated another express 
drive: four plays. 78 yards. and a 36-yard 
touchdown puss to Duper, 

Stallworth caught his second scoring pass 
of the gume (giving him a record total of 12 
plavott touchdown receptions) midway 
through the third quarter. 

But Marino. working the clock. drove the 
Dolphins to two touchdowns on their next 
[WO possessions: a one-yard run by Woody 


*,7. 





Bennett and isix-yard piss to Nat Moore, 

That made it 45-21, Malone's 29-yard 
touchdown pass to Wayne Capers in the 
game's final minute changed the final score 
to 45-28. but nothing else. 

Twenty-eight points should have been 
enough to win.” Malone said. “but the way 
Marino was playing. every time you turned 
your head they were in the end zone.” 

“They have a helluva passing game, well 
designed” said Pittsburgh safety Donnie 
Shell. who had the Steelers’ only intercep- 
tion and also foreed a fumble. **But it’s not 
the design, Its number thirteen |Marimno].”’ 


Pittsburgh . csevccackh Fo F F—z2B8 

Miami. .........2.2..ccee.224.7 17 14 F—d45 

Mia —Clayton 40 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Pitt —Erenberg 7 run (Anderson kick) 

Mia —FG von Schamann 26 

Pitt —Stallworth 65 pass from Malone (Anderson 
KICK) 

Mia —Duper 41 pass trom Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Mia —Nathan 2 run (von Schamann kick) 

Mia — Duper 36 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
kick) 

Pitt —Stallworth 19 pass from Malone (Anderson 
KICK } 

Mia —Bennett 1 run (von Schamann kick) 

Mia —Moore 6 pass from Marino (von Schamann 
Kick) 

Pitt —Capers 29 pass from Malone (Anderson kick) 

Atlendance— 76,029 
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Miami's backfield trio of Dan Marino, Tony Nathan, and 
Woody Bennett (34) led the 45-28 victory. 


John Stallworth and Calvin Sweeney celebrated Stallworth's 
playoff-record eleventh career touchdown. 
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Only TWA can give you free travel to so 
many exciting award destinations. ..so fast. 
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places in between. Even a free trip around the world! 

And with TWA, you can count on getting All-Star 
treatment. Fly often, and you'll enjoy complimentary 
upgrades to business class... or even to our incredi- 
bly comfortable First Class...without cashing in a 
single mile! 


So why wait? Start playing on the frequent flyer 
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1800 325-4815, Agent 164__@/ 
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he Super Bow! has had a peculiar his- 

tory. When the games have figured to 

be titanic struggles between teams 
that obviously were the best in the AFC and 
the NFC, they have turned into one-sided 
affairs such as the Los Angeles Raiders’ 
38-9 rout of the Washington Redskins in 
Super Bowl XVUL. 

And when the games appeared to be pre- 
garne mismatches (such as the Steelers’ tak- 
ing on the wild-card Cowboys in Super 
Bow! X or the 9-7 Rams in Super Bowl 
XIV), they ended up being among the most 
exciting games in NFL history. 

Super Bowl XIX figured to be one of the 
aforementioned titanic struggles. Don Shu- 
la’s Dolphins and Bill Walsh's 49ers had the 
best combined record in Super Bow! history 
(San Francisco was 17-1, Miami 16-2). 

The NFC representative 49ers did seem to 
have some advantages. They were playing 
in Stanford Stadium, just down the road 
from Candlestick Park, and at one time 
Walsh's home field when he coached Stan- 
ford. They had a strong running game. They 
had a strong defense. They had strong spe- 
cial teams. And, they had the second-best 
passer in the NFL in Joe Montana. 

Miami's counterbalance was the number- 
one passer, Dan Marino. Marino had been 
so effective both in the regular season (when 
he had thrown for NFL records of 362 com- 
pletions, 5,084 yards, and 48 touchdowns) 
and the playoffs (when he had added seven 
more touchdowns) that many people be. 
lieved there was no way to stop the Dol- 
phins. Marino passing to the “*Marks 
Brothers," Mark Clayton, who caught an 
NFL record 18 touchdown passes, and Mark 
Duper, seemed to offset any other weak- 
nesses on the team. 

But reality came in the late afternoon 
mists at Stanford Stadium. The 49ers won 
38-16, destroying both the Dolphins and 
Marino's seeeming invincibility, 

“This was the best game we have played 
since | joined the 49ers,"’ Walsh said. “It 
was a great performance by a truly great 
team. This is one of the best teams of all 
time. 

“What a lot of people underrated or even 
ignored totally was our defense, We only 
gave up one touchdown in three playoff 
games, and today Marino didn’t do much 


«Aoger Craig gained five yards on two 
carries on the 49ers’ first drive, which 
ended in a punt. He came back to rush 
for 58 yards, catch eight passes, and 
score a record three touchdowns. 


JANUARY 20: MIAMI VS. SAN FRANCISCO 


SUPER BOWL XIX 


THE DOLPHINS HAVE MARINO, 


BUT THE 49ERS HAVE MONTANA, CRAIG, 


A DEFENSE, AND A VICTORY, 





Most valuable player Joe Montana. 


against us after the first quarter of the 
game, * 

But early in the game, he looked like the 
Marino everyone had expected to see. A mis- 
take by Derrick Harmon on the opening kick- 
off gave the 49ers possession on their 6, 
They stalled alter making two first downs 
and had to punt. The Dolphins took over at 
the Miami 36. 

On first down, Marino threw a quick 
scare into the 49ers when he passed to Tony 
Nathan for a 25-yard gain. But the Dolphins 
couldn't penetrate past the 49ers” 20 and had 
to settle for a 37-yard field goal by Uwe 
von Schamann. For Miami fans, even that 
seemed to be an omen, since it Was von Scha- 
mann’s longest successful kick of the year. 

The 49ers counter-punched immediately. 
Montana nickeled-and-dimed his way to a 
third-and-7 at the Miami 48. He then flashed 
the major difference between him and Ma- 
ring, when he ran 15 yards for a first down, 
On the next play. Montana hit Carl Monroe 
at the 15. and the reserve running back 
scored. giving the 49ers a 7-3 lead. 

Miami quickly engineered its most effec- 
tive drive of the day, San Francisco uses sit- 
uational sutstitution as often (and as effec- 
tively) as any team in the NFL, To prevent 
that. the Dolphins went to a no-huddle of- 
fense. The first time they ran a play without 
a huddle, they gained 1S yards on a pass to 
Clayton. The next play gained 11 yards to 
Duper, then 13 to Clayton, and then 21 to 
tight end Dan Johnson. Johnson caught a 
two-yard touchdown pass from Marino to 
cap a six-play 70-yard drive that put Miami 
ahead 10-7 near the end of the first quarter. 

Yet, in a sense, Marino's lightning-quick 
strike helped wdermine Miami's offense. 





The Dolphins’ second score in as many pos- 
sessions forced Walsh to make a decision 
that would be one of the determining factors 
of the game. 

“Couch Walsh suggested we put the ele- 
phant defense in there after they scored their 
touchdown.” said San Francisco defensive 
coordinator George Seifert, *‘It worked so 
well that we never went away from it." 

The 49ers* elephant defense was a 4-2-5, 
with Tom Holmoe joining the regular Pro 
Bowl secondary of Ronnie Lott, Eric 
Wright, Dwight Hicks, and Carlton William- 
son. Jeff Fuller, in reality a defensive back, 
lined up at linebacker with Keena Turner 
and concentrated on short passes to the Dol- 
phins” backs. It worked well, all right: Ma- 
rino, who was 9 of I0 at the time, didn't 
complete another pass until after the two- 
minute warning. The next time the Dolphins 
got the ball, Woody Bennett was dropped 
for a four-yard loss. and Marino. under se- 
vere pressure. passed incomplete twice. 
After a poor punt from his own end zone by 
Miami's Reggie Roby. it was time for the 
49ers’ offense to get into the act. 

Montana once again took the ground 
game into his own hands to start a drive. On 
first-and-10 trom the Miami 47, he ran 18 
yards for a first down. He then passed 16 
yards over the middle to Dwight Clark, and 
followed a run by Wendell Tyler with an 
8-yard touchdown pass to Roger Craig. 

The next four series were virtual replays. 
The Dolphins ran six plays netting only five 
yards, and again poor punting put them in a 
hole. Meanwhile, the 49ers scored twice. 
They went ahead 21-10 when Montana pulled 
down the ball after looking for a receiver 
and ran it in from the 6, and 28-10 when 
Craig wedged his way across from the 2. 

Facing extinction, the Dolphins seemed to 
get back into the game in the last 12 seconds 
of the half. First, von Schamann kicked a 
31-yard field goal when the offense sputtered 
to a stop at the 49ers” [4-yard line. Then. 
Sun Francisco lineman Guy McIntyre went 
down on one knee to recover von Scha- 
mann’s squib kick, waited several counts, 
got up to run, was belted by the Dolphins’ 
Joe Carter, and fumbled. Jim Jensen of Mi- 
ami recovered, and von Schamann raced 
back on to kick his third field goal on the 
last play of the halt. 

**The key to the game was obviously going 
to be the beginning of the second half,’* Lott 
said later. *‘After we dominated the game, 
suddenly they could get back into it with one 
score, We had to see that didn’t happen.” 

Continued on page 150 
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SUPER BOWL XIX 


a Mark Clayton caught his first pass of the 
game on Miami's first possession. But 
the all-pro wide receiver was held fo 
four yards on a third-and-six, and the 
Dolphins settled for a field goal. 


v Facing a third-ana-eight at Miami's 49, 
Joe Montana raced 15 yards down the 
left sideline for a first down. On the next 
play, he connected with Carl Monroe on 
a 33-yard touchdown pass. 


a The Dolphins celebrated after Uwe 
von Schamann kicked a 37-yard field 
goal to end their first drive. The kick gave 
Miami a 3-0 lead and was von Scha- 
mann's longest of the year. 











«Miami's “no-huddle drive” was capped 
by two passes from Dan Marino to tight 
end Dan Johnson. On play at left, John- 
son raced 21 yards for a first down at the 
San Francisco 2. On the next play, he 
caught a touchdown pass (above). 





a Reggie Roby averaged less than 40 
yards per punt in Super Bowl XIX. His 
37-yard punt from his end zone posi- 
tioned the 49ers in easy range for their 
second touchdown. 


«Keena Turner and San Francisco s ele- 
phant defense started putting a /ot of 
pressure on Marino after the Dolphins’ 
touchdown. Marino was sacked four 
times for 29 yards in losses. 


SUPER BOWL XIX 





a With a first down at Miami's 47-yard line, 
Joe Montana ran 19 yards to start San 
Francisco's second touchdown drive. 
Three plays later the 49ers scored to go 
ahead for good. 

» Roger Craig scored the first of his three 
touchdowns on a six-yard pass over the 
middle from Montana. Craig's touch- 
down gave the 49ers a 14-10 lead at 
11:34 of the second quarter. 





a (Sequence) Ona controversial play, Freddie Solomon 
appeared to catch a pass from Joe Montana and then 
drop the ball, which was recovered by Miamis Lyle 
Blackwood. The pass was ruled incomplete and al- 
lowed the 49ers to keep alive the drive that ended in 
Montana's touchdown. 


¥ Montana sliced into the end zone from six yards out to 
give the 49ers a 21-10 lead. The touchdown capped a 
55-yard, six-play drive. 
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SUPER BOWL xIx 


<«Dwaine Board (76) and Jeff Stover sacked Dan Ma- 
rino to end Miami's first drive of the second half after 
only three plays. 

4 Joe Montana, on the other hand, received good pro- 
tection throughout the game, completing 24 of 35 
passes. He led the 49ers to 10 more points in the 
third quarter. 

v Ray Wersching's 27-yard field goal gave San Fran- 
cisco a 31-10 lead after the 49ers’ first second-half 


possession. 
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wert = : 
a Dan Marino was a study in frustration Roger Craig's third touchdown of the «Eric Wright intercepted Marino's pass 


after Dwaine Board sacked him for the day came on a 16-yard pass from Mon- intended for Mark Clayton at the 1-yard 
tana and put the 49ers ahead 38-16. line, ending Miami's last serious threat. 


second consecutive play. 





SUPER BOWL XIX Continued from page 141 





It didn’t. On the opening series of the see- 
ond half, Nathan was dropped for a loss of 
one. Marino threw incomplete. and Marino 
Was sacked by Fuller and Dwaine Board. 

The 49ers still were unstoppable. Monta- 
na threw two completions and scrambled |5 
yurds lor another first down, and Ray 
Wersching’s field goal put San Francisco 
whead 31-16. 

Miami's last chanee to get back into the 
game ended on the next series with consecu- 
tive sacks of Marino by nose tackle Manu 
Tuiasosopo und Board, The scoring ended 
with Montana completing four of five puss- 
es. the last a 16-yard effort to Craig, who 
scored his third touchdown of the game. 
a Super Bowl record. 

Late in the third quarter, with a damp even- 
ing fog rolling in, Marino started clicking. 
and Nathan had the Dolphins’ only truly sue- 
cessful run of the day. 16 yards to the San 
Francisco 27, But on second-and-!0, Muari- 
no passed Jong, and Eric Wright intercepted 
on the 49ers” |-yard line. 

Marino passed frequently for the rest of 
the game, but to little avail, An interception 
in the end zone by Williamson slammed the 
door shut on Miami, The only excitement 
came in the waning moments when. with a 
lfourth-and-one at the Miami 2, Walsh or- 
dered Craig to dive over the line. in an at- 
tempt to get his fourth touchdown of the 
day, The play was unsuccessful, 

San Francisco set a Super Bow! record 
with 537 yards. The key to that offensive 
uttack was Montana, the game's most val- 
\uible player. He completed 24 of 35 passes 
for a record 331 yards and three touch- 
downs: he also totaled 59 yards on five runs. 

“Montina is the guy whe made it go for 
them.” Shula said after the game. “He beat 
everything we put against him. Whenever 
they needed him to, he wiggled loose and 
kept them going .”’ 

Montana, downplaying his own role, had 
his own reason for the 49ers” offensive suc- 
cess: 

“We didn’t say anything abour it, but 
all week, all we heard was, “Miami: Miami, 
Miami.” What about us? That motivated our 
offense. We felt we had more tools than Mi- 
umi, and we wanted to prove it.”’ 

Of course, a key to proving it—iand per- 
haps the key to the game—was Walsh's use 
al his anti-Marino 4-2-5 defense. Marino 
pussed for 318 yards, but it took him a Super 
Bowl record 50 attempts to do so, Mean- 
while. he was sacked four times and inter- 
cepted twice, and the Miami running game 
venerated only 25 yards on nine attempts, 
Clayton and Duper combined tor seven recep- 
lions. bul they Were not factors in the game. 

|) knew Clayton was faster than me.” 
Lott said, ‘‘and | knew Duper was Faster 
than me. | just tried to line up differently to 
muke ‘em think. You don’t have to be the 
best cornerback in the world when there is 
that Kind of pressure on the quarterback.” 

The 49ers" defensive line put more pres- 


1A 
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Coach Bill Walsh recei ved a victory ride. 


sure on Marino than he had seen all year. 
when he was sacked only 13 times in 16 
PumMes. 

“In the second half, Marino became a lit- 
the intimidated. a litthe gun shy.” said 49ers 
defensive tackle Gary (Big Hands) Johnson. 
“When you're getting hit. you'll erack.”” 

Not so for Craig, who gained 38 yards 
rushing and &2 yards receiving, in addition 
to his record three touchdowns. 

“| yust didn’t Want to vo im and not play 
the best game of my career.” he said. *‘l 
may never get a chance to play again in a 
game like this. Besides. now I don’t have to 
look at all my teammates’ Super Bowl rings. 
[Craie joined the 49ers in 1983, two sea- 
sons alter they won Super Bowl XVI]. FU 
have one of my own.” 


49ERS 38, DOLPHINS 16 


SUPER BOWL XIX 


Stanford Stadium, Stanford, California, January 20, 1985 
Miami Dolphins . -10 6 O O —16 
San Francisco 49ers .*¥ 21 10 0 —238 
Mia —FG von Schamann 37 

SF —Monroe 39 pass Irom Montana (Wersching kick) 
Mia— D. Johnson 2 pass from Marino (von Schamann kick) 
SF —Craig § pass from Montana (Wersehing Kick) 

SF —Montana 6 run (Wersching kick) 

SF —Craig 2 run (Wersching kick} 

Mia—FG von Schamann 31 

Mia—FG von Schamann 30 

SF —FG Wersching 27 

SF —Craig 16 pass [rom Montana (Wersching Kick) 
Allendance —64,059 


TEAM STATISTICS MLANAT SAN FRANCISCO 
First dawns i) 31 
Rushes-yards 9-25 40-211 
Nel yards passing 289 326 
Tolal yards 314 537 
Passes 29-50-2 24-35-0 
Sacks-yards lost 4-29 1-5 
Return yards 155 7 
Punts-avg. 6-39.93 J-32,7 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 2-2 
Penalties-yards 1-10 2-10 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING (Alt.-yards) Miami—Nathan 5-18, Bennett 
3-7, Manno 1-0. San Francisco—Tyler 13-65, Montana 
5-99. Craig 15-58. Harman 5-20, Solomon 1-5, Cooper 
1-4, 

PASSING (Comp. -att.-int.-yards) Miami —Marino 29-50- 
2-318, San Francisco— Montana 24-35-0-331. 
RECEIVING (No.-yards) Miami—Nathan 10-83, Clayton 
6-92. Rose 6-73, D. Johnson 3-28, Moore 2-17, Cefalo 


SUPER BOWL RECORDS SET OR TIED 


INDIVIDUAL 
Most touchdowns 
3 Roger Craig, San Francisco 
fold record: 2, held by 10 players) 
Most touchdowns, receiving 
2 Roger Craig, San Francisco 
(tes old record held by five players) 
Most points 
18 Roger Craig, San Francisco 
(ald record: 15, Don Chandler, Green Bay vs- 
Oanland, It) 
Most extra points 
5 Pay Wersching, San Francisco 
(hes record held by fhiree ofher players) 
Most pass attempls 
50 Dan Marino, Miami 
fold record: 38, Ron Jaworss), Philadelphia vs. 
Oakland, XV) 
Most pass completions 
29 Dan Marino, Miam 
jold racard; 25, Ken Anderson. Cincinnati vs. San 
Francisco, XVI) 
Most yards passing 
331 Joe Montana, San Francisco 
fold record: 318, Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh vs. 
Dallas, XIll) 
Most yards rushing, quarterback 
49 Joe Montana, San Francisco 


1-14, Duper 1-11, San Francisco— Craig 8-82, D. Clark 
5-72, Francis 5-60, Tyler 4-70, Monroe 1-33, Solomon 
1-14, 
INTERCEPTIONS (No.-yards) Miami—none. San Fran- 
cisco— Wright 1-0, Williamson 1-0. 
PUNTING (No.-avg.) Miami—Roby 6-39. San Francis- 
co—Aunager 3-32,7. 
PUNT RETURNS (No.-yards) Mlami— Walker 2-15, San 
Francisco—NMcLamore 5-51. 
KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-yards) Miami— Walker 4-93. 
Hardy 2-31, Hill 1-16. San Francisco—Harmon 2-24. 
Monroe 1-16, Mcintyre 7-0. 
STARTING LINEUPS 
MIAMI Offense SAN FRANCISCO 
Mark Duper......,... WR Dwight Clark... 
Jon Giesler. , ..LT Bubba Paris 
Roy Foster. ........LG John Ayers... 
Dwight Stephenson,,...G Fred Quillan , 
Ed Newman... AG Randy Cross. 
Cleveland Green -AT Keith Fahnhorst.. . 
Bruce Hardy .. TE Russ Francis 
Mark Clayton .. WAR Freddie Solomon, 
Dan Marino ... QO8 Joe Montana, ., 
Tony Nathan . .. RB Wendell Tyler. __. 
Woody Bennett ..RB Roger Craig.. 

Defense 
LE Lawrence Pillers 
Bob Baurminower . -NT =©Manu Tuiasosopo . . 
Kim Bokamper..._ ...RE ODwaine Board 
Bob Brudzinski,.,..LOLB 
Jay Brophy . .LILB 
Mark Brown .... ..:RILB 
Charles Bowser,,.. ROLB 
Don McNeal. . ...LCB 
William Judson ACB 
Glenn Blackwood... .SS 
Lyle Blackwood..,,...FS 


Doug Betters 


Jack Reynolds .. 
Keena Turner, 
Ronnie Lott 

Eric Wright. .. 
Carlton Williamson. . 
Dwight Hicks ... 


(old record: 37, Roger Staubach, Dallas vs, 
Pittsburgh, XIll) 
TEAM 
Most points 
38 San Francisco 
(tes record held by Las Angeles Raiders vs. 
Washington, XVIII) 
Most touchdowns 
5 San Francisco 
(ties record held by three other teams) 
Most net yards 
537 San Francisco 
(old record: 429, Oakland vs. Minnesala, X!) 
Most net yards passing 
326 San Francisco 
(old record: 309, Pittsburgh vs. Los Angeles, X/V) 
Most passes altempted 
50 Miami 
(old record: 44, Minnesota vs. Oakland, x!) 
Mos! passes completed 
29 Miami 
fold record: 25, Cincinnati vs. San Francisco, XVI) 
Most first downs. 
31 San Francisco 
(old record: 24, Cincinnati vs. San Francisco, XVI, 
and Washington vs. Miami, XVII) 
Fewest rushing attempts 
8 Miami 
(old record: 19, Kansas City vs. Green Bay, |, and 
Minnesota vs. Kansas City, [V) 
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4 he road to the Super Bowl. It’s full of bone- 
crushing action. Of leaping catches and lunging 
tackles. Of blitzing linebackers and bruising 
runners. Of fighting nose to nose, toe to toe to the 
ultimate victory in the ultimate game. How could you trust 
moments like these to anything other than Kodak tape? i 
Kodak video tape: the newest way from Kodak to capture—and 
keep—the sights and sounds of every moment; the colors are beautifully y 
accurate, unmistakably Kodak. But the moments are ail yours. 


At photo and video stores now. Television image simulated. Copyright law may restrict certain uses of copyrighted material. 
© Eastman Kodak Company, 1985, 
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JANUARY 27: AFC vs. NFC 


Pro Bowl 


AFC 22, NFC 14 

If football winners were determined by 
yards instead of points, the NFC would have 
won the Pro Bow! more impressively than 
the 49ers won Super Bowl XIX. But yards 
don't reflect final point totals, and the AFC 
left Aloha Stadium with a 22-14 victory. 

Although the NFC ran up 426 net yards 
(to the AFC’s 204). the AFC’s defensive 
line came up with big plays when necessary. 
Nine times NFC quarterbacks Joe Montana 
and Neil Lomax were sacked (four by most 
valuable player Mark Gastineau): the AFC 
defense also scored twice. 

Gastineau opened the scoring five min- 
utes before halftime when he one-upped suc- 
cessive sacks of Lomax (by Joe Klecko and 
Rod Martin) by tackling running back Eric 
Dickerson in the end zone for a safety and a 
2-() lead. The next time the NFC had the 
ball, Gastineau and Howie Long recorded 
sacks. Then special teamer Fredd Young 
blocked Brian Hansen's punt. Three plays 
later, the APC converted that break into a 
six-yard touchdown pass from Dan Marino 
to Marcus Allen. 

The NFC regained the lead carly in the 
fourth quarter. First Montana hit James Lof- 
ton with a 13-yard touchdown pass. and 
then Walter Payton. who led all rushers with 
76 yards, scored from one yard out. 

The game's key play came with five min- 
utes left. The NFC led 14-12, and faced a 
third-and-four opportunity at the AFC 15, 
Attempting a handoff, Lomax collided with 
Dickerson in the backfield. The ball came 
loose. and defensive end Art Still recovered 
it. The NFC players thought the ball was 
dead. but Sull. at the urging of teammiate 
Dave Brown, picked it up and rambled 83 
yards for the winning touchdown. 


“Tt seemed like it took me a couple of 


days to go that far,” Still said later. “Il was 
Just in the right spot at the right time.” 

AFC head coach Chuck Noll agreed. 
“We measured that one with a sun dial,’* he 
said, For the catastrophic effect it had on the 
NFC. it might better have been measured on 
the Richter scale, 

“Some people might not think it was 
pretty. happening like it did.°’ Noll said. 
“But they can't say it wasn't effective.”’ 


PUES 55,8 pee on mo yess ahela’y ee 0 9 0 13—22 

NEG. sain wi gate alates el dad ak 007 7—14 

AFC— Safety, Dickerson tackled in end zone by 
Gastineau 


AFC— Allen 6 pass from Marino (Johnson kick) 

NFC—Lofton 13 pass from Montana (Stenerud 
kick) 

NFC—Payton 1 run (Stenerud kick) 

AFC—FG Johnson 33 

AFC— Still 83 fumble return (Johnson kick) 

AFC—FG Johnson 22 

Attendance— 50,385 
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AFC 


Marcus Allen, Raiders ....,...c, 000005 


Bob Baumhower, Dolphins” 


Greg Bell, Bills# . . he laseranee ayia 
Dave Brown, Seahawks....,.... 


Deron Cherry, Chiefs .__. 
Todd Christensen, Raiders 
Mark Clayton, Dolphins 
Robin Cole, Steelers 


A.J. Duhe, Dolphins. ............0.-.. 


Mark Duper, Dolphins. . 


Kenny Easley, Seahawks. .... . | ' aaa 


Mark Gastineau, Jets 


John Hannah, Patriots . 2.1.2.2 .2. 0225. cael. 
Lester Hayes, Raiders............. 


Mike Haynes, Raiders ... 
Brian Holloway, Patriots 
Earnest Jackson, Chargers 


Norm Johnson, Seahawks ...... 


Joe Klecko, Jets#. ..... 
Dave Krieg, Seahawks 
Steve Largent, Seahawks 
Henry Lawrence, Raiders 
Louis Lipps, Steelers 
Howie Long, Raiders .. 
Dan Marino, Dolphins 


Rod Martin, Raiders............. ee . 


Vann McElroy, Raiders 


Freeman McNeil, Jets’..,-- ....,.....-.,- 
Mike Merriweather, Steelers......0........ 
Mike Munchak, Oilers,.......2......... 
Anthony Munoz, Bengals... . 


Joe Nash, Seahawks . 
Steve Nelson, Patriots. 


Ed Newman, Dolphins... .. : rea : rigs 


Ozzie Newsome, Browns. . 
Reggie Roby, Dolphins 
John Stallworth, Steelers . 


Dwight Staphenson, Dolphins. oe AS 


Art Still, Chiefs. . 
Andre Tippett, Patriots 


Mike Webster, Steelers _..._..,.....,....-. 
sammy Winder, Broncos..-......... 


Fredd Young, Seahawks 


The AFC’s Defensive Line Takes 
the Offensive With Nine Sacks, 
Four by Mark Gastineau 


Bill Bates, Cowboys ... 

Todd Bell, Bears .... te otto at. 
Harry Carson, Giants....... 2 
Bruce Clark, Saints..... 

Paul Coffman, Packers 

Doug Cosbie, Cowboys ..........2..00005. 
Randy Cross, 49ers .. tnd atta debe) 
Richard Dent, Bears Hid as eek 
Eric Dickerson, Rams. .............0000005. RB 
Henry Ellard, Rams 

Keith Fahnhorst, 49ers 


Russ Grimm, Redskins. . 

Dan Hampton, Bears 

Brian Hansen, Saints 

Mark Haynes, Giants* Sse teeta ; 
Dwight Hicks, 49ers... 2.2, 224-62.) 52) ayee5. 
Kent Hill, Rams 

Rickey Jackson, Saints...........0...08. ‘ 
Joe Jacoby, Redskins . 
E.J. Junior, Cardinals 

Mike Kenn, Falcons............ 

James Lofton, Packers.... .. 2.222.220. 
Neil Lomax, Cardinals . 

Ronnié Lott, 49ers .... 2.0... ee eee 
Art Monk, Redsking..........,..2.-..,.-.- 
Joe Montana, 49ers 

Walter Payton, Bears........... 

Mike Quick, Eagles ....2,.2082-- 42 suaea saa 
Fred Quillan, 49ers 

Lee Roy Selmon, Buccaneers ... 

Mike Singletary, Bears.... . -...-.--5.-+. 
Doug Smith, Rams ......., 

Jan Stenerud, Vikings......... 

Lawrence Taylor, GiantS...........0+: 0465 
Keena Turner, 49ers .. .. 

Wendell Tyler, 49ers .. A Racks ow han 
Randy White, COWDOYS ... 0.0... cece een 
James Wilder, Buccaneers............ 
Carlton Williamson, 49ers . 

Eric Wright, 49ers" 

* Selected but aid nat play. 

# Replaced injured player on roster. 











Mention the word “'com- 
puter!’ and you automatically 
think of speed. 

surely, computers are 
known for how amazingly fast 
they can run through all those 
complex, time-consuming tasks. 

But they are amazingly fast 
at something else, too. 

The speed at which the 
technology advances. And, 
unfortunately, the speed at 
which the computer you invest 
incan become obsolete. 


MAKE A 
SAFE INVESTMENT 
IN YOUR FUTURE. 

There is a way, however, that 
you can invest ina computer and 
at the same time, make an invest- 
mentin your future. 

With Digital's computers. 

For over 26 years, Digital 
Equipment Corporation has 
been making computers. The 
best engineered computers in 
the world. 

But, what does best engI- 
neered mean for you? How does 
it affect the day-to-day running 
of your business? 





Whether it's the personal 


computer you use in your home, 


the small business computer or 
multi-user system that's in your 
office or the row of mainframes 
in your company's data center, 
Digital computers offer unpar- 
alleled compatibility. All are 
uniquely engineered to work 


together not just with each other, 


but with those from other manu- 
facturers as well. 

Itis this kind of long-term 
engineering philosophy that 
guarantees that as your busi- 
ness expands, your Digital 
computers will grow right along 










YOUR BEST CHOICE __ 
FOR THE LONG RUN: DIGITA 


with you. Offering you the most 
complete computing solutions 
both now and for the future. 


COMPLETE SUPPORT 
FROM AN 
EXPERIENCED TEAM. 

In computers, as in anything 
else, there is no substitute for 
experience. 

With Digital's proven record 
of success, youcan be sure of 
doing business with profession- 


als who have been there before 
and will be there tomorrow. With 


answers to all your questions be- 


fore you buy, So you can be con- 
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fident you're making the right 
choices. And with answers to all 
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your questions after you buy, for 
the assurance of help whenever 
you need it. That's the type of 
service and support that places 
Digital in aleague by itself. 
Before you invest ina 
computer, it pays to investigate 
all the advantages Digital has 
to offer. 
It will make sense in the 
long run. 


THE BEST ENGINEERED 
COMPUTERS 
IN THE WORLD. 
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RETIREMENTS 


Two of pro football’s most successful of- 
fensive linemen announced their retire- 
ments in the spring of 1985. They were 
Cleveland Browns tackle Doug Dieken 
and Miami Dolphins guards Bob Kue- 
chenberg. Dieken (pictured above) was 
a mainstay on the Browns’ line for 14 
years. The former star tight end at Illinois 
moved to tackle as a rookie and became 
a Starter late in the year. He remained at 
that spot his entire career and played in 


203 consecutive games. the last 192 of 
them as a starter. Dieken was named to 
the Pro Bowl team in 1981. 

Kuechenberg was the last playing link 
with the Dolphins’ Super Bowl VII cham- 
pionship team, only team ever to go un- 
defeated (17-0). The six-time Pro Bowler 
played in more regular-season games 
(190) than any other Dolphins player 
ever, before missing all of 1984 with in- 
juries. Until last season, he had ap- 





peared in every Miami playoff game. 
Other recent retirees included: Bob 
Breunig, linebacker, Dallas Cowboys 
(1975-1984); Jimmy Cefalo, wide re- 
ceiver, Miami Dolphins (1974-1984); 
Dexter Bussey, running back, Detroit 
Lions (1974-1984): Billy Cannon, Jr., 
linebacker, Dallas Cowboys (1984); Ter- 
ry Schmidt, cornerback, Chicago Bears 
(1974-1984): and Jerry Sisemore, tack- 
kle, Philadelphia Eagles (1973-1984). 











For the Buick et 
a very personal drive 
1 light, agile, front- 


| _ 
= 
ar 
* es = 






its gracefurpero | 

ro Vi lare! Tal fefelal i(@) ele! -)c ee ar t=Talhit: 

ret t11)(-Te rele: Celalehelialiela) Visit your Bule 

s{=T=Tal Yo Mme Malle] sl \Wanexe| ele] (-) buckle yourself in= 
=v rar-Tato|lat=) off into the Somerset. 

yer cor NfoWot) @ela\ae(U[--ile)ats 

















Bhicidigtial_"qUESta brochure or tes! 
s placed =  —  Arive, call the Buick Product 
re Information'Center, 8 a.m. to 





really rather have a Buick? 

















Rick Bryan 






PROGRESS REPORT 


First-round choices of 1984 






le 


Louis Lipps Don Rogers 
1. Irving Fryar WR New England from Started three games. 
Tampa Bay (Nebraska) 
2. Dean Steinkuhler T Houston (Nebraska) Started first 10 games. 
3. Carl Banks LB N.Y. Giants (Michigan Started four games. 


4. Kenny Jackson WR Philadelphia (Penn State) Started nine games. 
5. Bill Maas DT Kansas City (Pittsburgh) Started 14 games at nose tackle. 
6. Mossy Cade CB San Diego (Texas) Signed with Memphis Showboats. 
7. Ricky Hunley LB Cincinnati (Arizona) Played as a back-up and on special 
teams for Denver. 
8. Leonard Coleman CB Indianapolis (Vanderbilt) Signed with Memphis Showboats. 
9. Rick Bryan DT Atlanta (Oklahoma) started 16 games at right tackle, 
10. Russell Carter DB N.Y. Jets (SMU) Started six games at right cornerback 
and two games at free safety. 
11. Wilber Marshall LB Chicago (Florida) Started one game at left inside line- 
backer; saw considerable 
. action as a back-up. 
12. Alphonso Carreker DE Green Bay (Florida State) Started 14 games at left end. 
13. Keith Millard DE Minnesota (Washington Signed with Jacksonville Bulls. 
state) 
14, Jackie Shipp LB Miami from Buffalo Played primarily on special teams. 
(Oklahoma) 
15. Ron Faurot DE N.Y. Jets from New Started nine games at right end. 
Orleans (Arkansas) 
16. Pete Koch DE Cincinnati from New Played primarily on special teams. 
England (Maryland) 
17. Clyde Duncan WAR St. Louis (Tennessee) Played primarily on special teams. 
18. Don Rogers 5 Cleveland (UCLA) Started 14 games at free safety. 
19. Ron Solt G Indianapolis from Denver Started 16 games at right guard. 
(Maryland) 
20. David Lewis TE Detroit (California) Started seven games. 
21. John Alt T Kansas City from L.A. Started one game at left tackle; saw 
Rams (lowa) considerable action as a back-up. 
22. Terry Taylor CB Seattle (Southern Illinois) Started one game at left cornerback; 
played primarily as a back-up. 
23. Louis Lipps WR Pittsburgh (Southern Started eight games; named to AFC 
Mississippi) Pro Bowl team as kick returner, 
24. Todd Shell LB San Francisco (Brigham Saw considerable action as a back-up. 
Young) 
25. Billy Cannon, Jr. LB Dallas (Texas A&M) Played primarily on special teams; 
spent last half of the season 
on injured reserve. 
26. Greg Bell RB Buffalo from Miami Started 15 games; led team in rushing; 
(Notre Dame) named to AFC Pro Bowl team. 
27. William Roberts TN.Y. Giants from Started eight games at tackle. 
Washington (Ohio State) 
28. Brian Blados T Cincinnati from Played as a back-up and on special 


state) 


L.A. Raiders (North Carolina) teams. 








ALL PRO TEAM 


Selected by Associated Press, News- 
paper Enterprise Association, and Pro- 


fessional Football Writers Association. 


Offense 

Roy Green, St. Louis 

Art Monk, Washington 
James Lofton, Green Bay 
Ozzie Newsome, Cleveland 


Keith Fahnhorst, San Francisco 


Joe Jacoby, Washington 
Anthony Mufioz, Cincinnati 
Russ Grimm, Washington 
John Hannah, New England 
Ed Newman, Miami 

Dwight Stephenson, Miami 
Dan Marino, Miami 

Eric Dickerson, L.A. Rams 
Walter Payton, Chicago 
Norm Johnson, Seattle 

Jan Stenerud, Minnesota 
Henry Ellard, L.A. Rams 
Bobby Humphery, N.Y. Jets 
Louis Lipps, Pittsburgh 





-_ A | 
Tight end Ozzie Newsome 


Defense 

Mark Gastineau, N.Y. Jets 
Howie Long, L.A. Raiders 
Randy White, Dallas 

Dan Hampton, Chicago 
Joe Nash, Seattle 

E.J. Junior, St. Louis 

Mike Singletary, Chicago 
Lawrence Taylor, N.Y. Giants 
Rod Martin, L.A. Raiders 
Clay Matthews, Cleveland 
Mike Haynes, L.A. Raiders 
Mark Haynes, N.Y. Giants 
Lester Hayes, L.A. Raiders 
Kenny Easley, Seattle 
Deron Cherry, Kansas City 
Michael Downs, Dallas 
Wes Hopkins, Philadelphia 
Reggie Roby, Miami 





The 1985 enshrinees to the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame represent one of the greatest 
classes ever. The following individuals, list- 
ed alphabetically, will be inducted at the an- 
nual Hall of Fame Game in Canton, Ohio, on 
Saturday, August 3, 1985. 

Frank Gatski was one reason the Cleve- 


. land Browns were able to dominate the All- 


America Football Conference from 1946-49 
and the NFL in the early 1950s. Gatski, a 
center, anchored an offensive line thal also 
included Hall of Famers Lou Groza, Mike Mc- 
Cormack, and Bill Willis. 

Gatski joined the Browns in 1946. Early in 
his career, he doubled as a linebacker, bul it 
was as a center that he excelled. He had 
good size (6-3, 240) and was blessed witha 
great allilude, exceptional pass-blocking 
abilities, and almost unbelievable durability. 
He never missed a game or a practice in his 
entire career—high school, college, and pro. 

Gatski was all-pro four times. He also 
played in 11 championship games in 12 sea- 
sons; his team won eight times, No other 
non-kicker can point to such a record. Dur- 
ing his career, the Browns won four AAFC t- 
tles and were in NFL Championship Games 
six times. 

Gatski was traded to Detroit in 1957 and 
earned his eighth championship ring that 
year when the Lions overwhelmed the 
Browns 59-14 in his last game. 

Joe Namath defied the experts three 
days before Super Bowl Ill with his quaran- 
tee that his New York Jets would beat a Bal- 
limore Colts team favored by 19 points. 
Then Namath followed up on his boast by 
leading the Jets to one of the most stunning 
upsets in history, 16-7, 

Namath was one of the best pure passers 
ever to play pro footbal!, He signed with the 
Jets out of Alabama in 1965 for a then-rec- 
ord $400,000 bonus. Almost immediately he 
proved himself worth it. He was selected to 
play in the AFL All-Star Game as a rookie 
and earned most valuable player honors in 
the game. 

In 1967, Namath became the first quarter- 
back ever to pass for more than 4,000 yards 
in a season, reaching 4,007. The next year, 
he was the AFL's most valuable player. 

Injuries plagued Namath in the final years 
of his career, Only once in the five years 
after Super Bow! III. did he play the full sea- 
son. Namath still passed for 27,663 yards 
and 173 touchdowns. 

After 12 years with New York, Namath 
was traded to the Los Angeles Rams, with 
whom he played his last season in 1977. 

Pete Rozelle was relatively unknown 
when he succeeded the late Bert Bell as 
NFL Commissioner in January, 1960. How- 
ever, perhaps more than any one person, 
he propelled the NFL to its position as the 
daminant sport in the United States, 

Rozelle’'s accomplishments as commis- 
sioner include negotiation of the first leaque- 
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wide television contract in 1961, the restruc- 
turing of pro football after the merger with 
the AFL, and the development of the Super 
Bowl as the number-one sports attraction in 
the country. 

An early interest in sports and a flair for 
journalism started Rozelle in his career. He 
became publicity director and assistant direc- 
tor of athletics as an undergraduate student 
at the University of San Francisco. The trail 
led upward to publicity director of the Los An- 
geles Rams, then to a partnership in the in- 
ternational public relations firm of P.K. 
Macker and Company, and back to the 
Rams as general manager, a position he 





held at the time of his selection as commis- 
sioner. 

O.J, Simpson was the first choice in the 
1969 draft, after twice being named All- 
America at USC, twice leading the nation in 
rushing, and winning the Heisman Trophy 
as a senior. He had everything the pros 
wanled: size (6-1, 212), power, and the 
speed to have been on USC's world-record- 
setting 440-yard relay team. 

Simpson had three unspectacular sea- 
sons with Buffalo before Lou Saban became 
head coach of the Bills and built his offense 
around Simpson. The results were imme- 
diate. 

In 1972, Simpson led the NFL with 1,251 
rushing yards. He also was named the most 
Valuable player in the Pro Bowl. The next 
year. he broke Jim Brown's all-time NFL sin- 
gle-season mark by rushing for 2,003 yards 
on a 6.0-yard average. 

Although injuries held” Simpson to 
1,125 yards in 1974, he had perhaps his 
best year in 1975, when he led the NFL with 
1,817 yards rushing, gained 428 yards on re- 
ceptions, and scored a then-record 23 touch- 
downs. He again led the league with 1,503 
yards in 1976. 

In 1978, Simpson was traded to San Fran- 
cisco, where he finished his career the follow- 
ing season as the number-two rusher in 
NFL history, with 11,236 yards. Simpson 
joins Roger Staubach as the first lwo Heis- 
man Trophy winners also to be selected to 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 

Roger Staubach joined the Dallas Cow- 
boys in 1969 as a 27-year-old rookie, an 
age when many players are ending their car- 
eers. But Staubach played 11 seasons and 
established himself as one of the greatest 
clutch performers in NFL history. 

Staubach had a sensational college car- 
eer at the U.S. Naval Academy, where he 
won the Heisman Trophy as a junior in 
1963. Following his graduation, he spent 
four years on active duly. 

Midway through 1971, Staubach became 
the Cowboys starter. That year he led the 
NFL in passing and took the Cowboys to a 
victory in Super Bowl VI, where he was 
named the games MVP. 

Although he missed most of 1972 with a 
separated shoulder, Staubach returned to 
lead the NFL in passing in 1973. He also led 
the league in passing in 1978 and 1979, led 
the NFC in 1977, and finished his career as 
the top-rated passer in NFL history. His run- 
ning was just as effective as his passing, In 
his career, Staubach netted 2,264 yards for 
a 5.5-yard average. 

Despite his obvious physical talents, Stau- 
bach s most important quality was the win- 
ning spark he provided. He seemed able to 
pull oul any game, no matter how far behind 
the Cowboys were. In his career, he led Dal- 
las to six NFC Championship Games and 
two Super Bow! titles. 





If you’ re in the American Airlines 
AtAdvantage® program, you 
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LATE BLOOMERS 1984 





Pete Holohan (San Diego) became quar- 
terback Dan Fouts's number-two receiving 
target after tight end Kellen Winslow suf- 
fered a season-ending injury. Holohan, a 
four-year veteran, had caught only one 
pass in his first two years, but he started 
three games in 1983 and made 23 recep- 
tions. In 1984, Holohan made five starts 
and caught 56 passes (one more than Wins- 
low) for 734 yards. 

Eddie Johnson (Cleveland) was primarily 
a special teams player and a reserve line- 
backer his first three years with the Browns. 
In 1984, he took aver Dick Ambrose's in- 
side left linebacker job and led the team in 
solo tackles (100). He finished with 147 
tackles and seven passes defensed, the 
most by a Cleveland linebacker. 

Jeff Kemp (Los Angeles Rams) was Vince 
Ferragamo’s backup his first three years in 
the NFL. But when Ferragamo was hurt, 
the Dartmouth product showed that he was 
capable not only of playing in the NFL, but 
of leading a team to the playoffs. Kemp 
threw for 2,021 yards and 13 touchdowns, 
with only seven interceptions (the fewest 
for any NFC qualifier). He proved to be the 
ideal quarterback for the Rams’ conserv- 
ative, mistake-free style of offense. 

Mark Malone (Pittsburgh) had started two 
games in 1981, but had thrown only nine 
completions in two years before being 
thrust into the Steelers starting quarter- 
back job in 1984. Malone improved weekly, 
eventually leading the Steelers to the AFC 
Central title and then a playoff victory over 
Denver. For the season, he passed for 
2,137 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

Art Monk (Washington) was the Redskins’ 
first draft choice in 1980, and started for 
most of four seasons before 1984, averag- 
ing 49 receptions per year. But last year 
the tall (6-3), steady wide receiver really 
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Malone is likened to young Terry Bradshaw. 





For Ryan, seven was a lucky number. 


reached the big-time. Monk not only led 
Washington in receiving for the third time 
and the NFL for the first time, he set an all- 
time single-season record by catching 106 
passes. Monk's receptions broke the rec- 
ord of 101 set by Charley Hennigan of Hous- 
ton in 1964. 

Joe Morris (New York Giants) was a record- 
setting running back at Syracuse and the 
second-round draft choice of the Giants 
despite being only 5-7. In his first two years 
he was a Solid reserve, but in 1984 he re- 
ceived his first opportunity to play reqularly. 
Morris responded with 510 rushing yards 
and helped power New York to the playoffs. 
Joe Nash (Seattle) joined the Seahawks 
three years ago as a free agent out of Bos- 
ton College. In 1982, he made the team as 
a back-up. Midway through 1983, he earned 
the starting nose tackle position. In 1984, 
he took his improvement a step further. 
Nash made 82 tackles (an uncommonly 
high number for a nose tackle), had seven 
sacks, recovered three fumbles, and 
blocked two kicks. He also was named to 
the AFC-NFC Pro Bowl. 

Gerald Riggs (Atlanta) might never have 
gotten a chance to start if William Andrews 
hadn't been injured before the 1984 sea- 
son started. But Andrews'’s injury gave the 
third-year running back from Arizona State 
a chance, and he made the most of it. In 
the season opener against New Orleans, 
Riggs rushed for a club record 202 yards. 
He finished the season fourth in the NFL 
with 1,486 yards and also caught 42 pass- 
es and scored 13 touchdowns. 

Pat Ryan (New York Jets) spent the first 
six years of his career on the bench behind 
Richard Todd. He got a chance to be the 
Jets’ top signal-caller when Todd was trad- 
ed to New Orleans in the 1984 offseason. In 
1984, Ryan started 11 games for the Jets 
and completed 54.7 percent of his passes 
for 1,939 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
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The Wave waves goodby to Cosell. 


Shortly before Howard Cosell retired 
from ABC's “Monday Night Football, he 
had an exchange with New Orleans 
head coach Bum Phillips. “Coach, did 
you ever consider that perhaps you'd 
gone into the wrong profession?” Cosell 
asked. “No, Howard,” Phillips replied. "It 
would be too big a coincidence for both 
of us to have made the same mistake.” 

At the Dallas Cowboys’ silver anniver- 
sary ceremony at Texas Stadium, for- 
mer all-pro guard Blaine Nye expressed 
his theory on football: “It's not whether 
you win or lose, but who gets Blamed in 
the films.” 

After watching the Dolphins defeat the 
Cowboys in Week 16, helping the Giants 
into the playoffs, New York's Casey 
Merrill said, “| felt Tony Hill pickpocketed 


us with that touchdown for Dallas, Then 


Dan Marino and Mark Clayton found the 
wallet and gave it back to us.” 

After Walter Payton broke Jim 
Brown's career rushing record against 
New Orleans, Chicago center Jay Hil- 
genberg was seen talking to the Saints’ 
defensive players. Later he was asked 
what he said. “Just one thing,” Hilgen- 
berg said. “l told them, ‘All right, you 
guys, don't tackle him for a loss on the 
next play and make us go through all of 
this again.’ ” 

Los Angeles Raiders linebacker Matt 
Millen, when asked his opinion of the 
Dallas Cowboys: “Whether you love ‘em 
or hate ‘em, you've got to hate ‘em.” 

Tired of being compared to the great 
quarterbacks of National Football League 
history. Miami's Dan Marino said, “There's 
a lot of people better.’ Asked to name 
one, he responded, “! don't know of 
any.” 
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Erenberg played tough for Pittsburgh. 


Earnest Byner (Cleveland) was the tenth 
and last player taken by the Browns in the 
1984 draft. Despite an outstanding career 
at East Carolina, he didn't figure to see 
much action on a team that had Mike Pruitt, 
Boyce Green, and Charles White. How- 
ever, Byner started three games, and, in 
the last week of the year, gained 188 yards 
against Houston. For the season, he had 
426 yards and a 5.9-yard average, best in 
the AFC. 

Mark Clayton (Miami) was something of a 
surprise in 1983 after being selected on the 
eighth round. He set Miami punt-return rec- 
ords in his rookie year. But he was even 
more of a surprise in 1984 when he earned 
a starting job, then set team records for re- 
ceptions (73) and yardage (1.389). Clayton 
caught three touchdown passes against 
Dallas in Week 16 to set the NFL record for 
touchdown receptions in a season (18). 
Richard Dent (Chicago) wasn't chosen un- 
til the eighth round of the 1983 draft. In 
1984, he was selected as a starter in the 
AFC-NFC Pro Bowl. Dent was the leader of 
the Chicago defense, which ranked first in 
the NFL and set a league record with 72 
sacks. Dent led the NFC with 17.5 sacks. 
Rich Erenberg (Pittsburgh) led the NCAA 
Division 1-AA schools in rushing in 1983, 
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breaking Colgate’s career rushing records 
set by Mark van Eeghen. He wasn't selected 
until the ninth round of the NFL draft, but in 
his rookie season, Erenberg started nine 
games for Walter Abercrombie, who was 
injured, finishing with 405 rushing yards, 
and leading the team in kickoff returns. 
Tom Flynn (Green Bay) didn't get a lot of 
attention in college at Pittsburgh because 
he played in the same secondary as Tim 
Lewis, However, Flynn quickly made a 
name for himself in the NFL. The Packers’ 
fifth-round draft choice led the NFC in inter- 
ceptions with 9, including 3 against Detroit 
ina 41-9 victory. 

Brian Hansen (New Orleans) couldn't pos- 
sibly have imagined he would be in the AFC- 
NFC Pro Bowl after being selected in the 
ninth round out of Sioux Falls last spring. 
But two years after leading the NAIA in 
punting as a junior, Hansen led the NFC 
with a 43.8-yard average. And there he 
was last January, in Hawaii with the NFC 
Pro Bowl team. 
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Jackson led the AFC in rushing, 


Earnest Jackson (San Diego) looked like 
a world beater his junior year at Texas 
A&M. But injuries in his senior year 
dropped him to an eighth-round draft 
choice, and he spent his rookie season on 
the bench behind Ghuck Muncie, With Mun- 
cie out of San Diego's offense early in 
1984, Jackson gol a chance to play. He 
made the most of it, leading the AFC with 
1,179 rushing yards. He was selected to 
the Pro Bowl, 

Paul McFadden (Philadelphia) was select- 
ed on the twelfth round of the 1984 NFL 
draft, but he played more like a first-round- 
er in his rookie year. McFadden led the 
NFL with 30 field goals and finished fifth in 
the league in scoring with 116 points. He 
missed only seven field goals and one ex- 
tra point all season. 

Don Wilson (Buffalo) joined the Bills as a 
free agent out of North Carolina State. As a 
rookie in 1984, he started 11 games al free 
safety. He also led the Bills (and was fifth in 
the AFC) in punt returns and was second in 
kickoff returns. 


AIDE CORYELL 


For years Don Coryell has been recog- 
nized as a leader in the NFL's develop- 
ment of the passing game. In seven 
years in San Diego, his teams have led 
the NFL in passing six times. But Cory- 
ells concentration on passing and his 
tutelage of Dan Fouts with the Chargers, 
and, before that, Jim Hart in St. Louis, 
and Don Horn, Dennis Shaw, and Brian 
Sipe at San Diego State are not his only 
contributions. 

Coryell has been a guiding force for 
numerous players and assistant coach- 
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Jim Hanifan 


Joe Gibbs 


es who have gone on to be NFL coaches. 
There are currently four NFL head coach- 
es—FRod Dowhower of Indianapolis, 
Joe Gibbs of Washington, Jim Hanifan 
of St. Louis, and Sam Wyche of Cincin- 
nati—who have played for or coached 
under Coryell. 

Coryell first made contacts with Gibbs, 
Dowhower, and Hanifan at San Diego 
state, where he was head coach from 
1961-1972, Gibbs was a tight end, line- 
backer, and guard for Coryell’s first two 
teams. Gibbs started his coaching career 
under Coryell from 1964-66, before mov- 
ing on to other college jobs. In 1973, Gibbs 
left Arkansas to become Coryell’s offen- 
sive backfield coach in St. Louis, where 
his tenure was the same as Coryell’s, 
1973-77. In 1979, he became the Charg- 
ers’ offensive coordinator. Two years later 
he was named the Redskins’ coach. 

Dowhower was a record-setting pass- 
er for Coryell for two years (1963-64) 
at San Diego State. From 1968-1972, 
he was the Aztecs’ quarterbacks coach, 
a position he also held with the Cardinals 
in 1973. Before taking the Colts’ jab, he 
was Hanifan’'s offensive coordinator. 

Hanifan, a former star receiver at Cal- 
ifornia, didn't join Coryell’s San Diego 
state staff until 1972. The next year he 
accompanied Coryell to St. Louis, where 
he tutored an offensive line that allowed 
the fewest sacks in the NFL three consec- 
ulive years (1974-76). In 1979, Hanifan 
served as Coryell’s assistant head 
coach with the Chargers. The next year, 
he returned to St. Louis as head coach, 

Although Wyche wasn't part of the 
Cardinals’ 1973 offensive contingent of 
Coryell, Hanifan, Gibbs, and Dowhower, 
he played for Coryell in 1976 before en- 
tering coaching. 
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THE PRO ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


A hypothetical team from the first players chosen at their positions in the NFL draft constitutes the 1985 pro All-America team. 


OFFENSE 


Pos. Name 
| WR_ Al Toon 
Bill Fralic 
Jim Lachey 
Trevor Matich 
Rich Moran 
Lomas Brown 
TE Jonathan Hayes 
WR_ Eddie Brown 
QB Randall Cunningham 
RB Ethan Horton 
RB George Adams 
K Ralf Mojsiejenko 


= 


Wt. 
201 
285 
ano 
247 
275 
285 
245 
185 
198 
218 
225 


DraftNo. Team 

New York Jets 
Atlanta 

san Diego 
New England 
Green Bay 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
Philadelphia 
Kansas City 
New York Giants 
san Diego 


College 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 

Ohio State 
Brigham Young 
San Diego State 
Florida 

lowa 

Miami 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
North Carolina 
Kentucky 
Michigan State 
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DEFENSE 


DE Bruce Smith 
DT William Perry 


Buffalo 
Chicago 
Miami 


Virginia Tech 
Clemson 
lowa 


DT George Little 

DE Ray Childress 

LB Chris Doleman 
LB Duane Bickett 

LB Freddie Joe Nunn 
DB Richard Johnson 
DB Derrick Burroughs 
DB Jerry Gray 

DB Issiac Holt 

Z Dale Hatcher 
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Leeman Bennett 


Four NFL teams have new coaches going 
into the 1985 season, although only two are 
first-time NFL head coaches. 

Leeman Bennett, 47, succeeds John Mc- 
Kay as head coach of the Tampa Bay Buc- 
caneers. Bennett was the head coach of At- 
lanta from 1977 through 1982, during which 
time he guided the Falcons to a 47-44 mark. 
Under Bennett, Atlanta won its only division- 
al title ever in 1980 and also made the 
playoffs in 1978 and 1982. Bennett began 
his coaching career at Kentucky, entered 
the NFL in 1970 with St. Louis, and also 
coached for Detroit and the Los Angeles 
Rams before joining the Falcons. 


Texas A&M 
Pittsburgh 
USC 
Mississippi 
Wisconsin 
Memphis State 
Texas 

Alcorn State 
Clemson 


NEW COACHES 


Rod Dowhower, 41, joins the Indianapolis 
Colts after serving the past two years as of- 
fensive coordinator for St. Louis. A record- 
setting passer at San Diego State, Dow- 
hower started his coaching career there in 
1966 under Don Coryell. He went to St. 
Louls as Coryell’s quarterbacks and receiv- 
ers coach in 1973. He later was offensive 
coordinator for Dick Vermeil at UCLA and 
quarterback coach for Bill Walsh at Stan- 
ford. Dowhower succeeded Walsh as head 
coach in 1979, and the Cardinal went 5-5-1, 
He was the offensive coordinator for Denver 
for three years before rejoining the Cardi- 
nals. 

Bud Grant, 58, returns to the Minnesota Vi- 
kings after a one-year retirement. In 17 
years as head coach of the Vikings, Grant 
compiled a record of 161-99-5, including 11 
division titles. His teams appeared in four 
super Bowls. Grant originally joined the Vi- 
kings in 1967 after serving as head coach of 





Bud Grant 


Darryl Rogers 


Houston 
Minnesota 
Indianapolis 

St. Louis 

Houston 

Buffalo 

Los Angeles Rams 
Minnesota 

Los Angeles Rams 


Rod Dowhower 


the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Cana- 
dian Football League from 1957-1966. In 
that time, Grant's teams won a record 122 
games. Grant's total of 283 pro football vic- 
tories is more than any other coach in his- 
tory except George Halas. 

Darryl Rogers, 50, is a newcomer to the 
NFL, having joined the Detroit Lions after 
serving five years as head coach at Arizona 
State, where he compiled a record of 
37-18-1. Rogers came to Arizona State 
from Michigan State, where he was credited 
with modernizing Big Ten thinking about 
passing. He also served as the head coach 
at San Jose State. 
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OBITUARIES 


Ricky Bell 


Ricky Bell, a running back with Tampa 
Bay (1977-1981) and San Diego (1982), 
died at the age of 29 of cardiac arrest 
caused by a rare muscular disease. Bell 
was the NFL's top draft choice in 1977, 
after he was the 1976 runner-up for the 
Heisman Trophy. He still is the Bucca- 
neers career rushing leader, with 3,057 
yards. 

John Facenda, the familiar “Voice of 
the NFL,” died at the age of 71 of throat 
cancer. Facenda narrated more than 
900 programs for NFL Films spanning 22 
years. 

Others associated with pro football 
who died in the past year included: 

Leon Burns, running back, San Diego 
(1972); St. Louis (1973), 

Walter (Fitz) French, halfback, Roches- 
ter (1922); Pottsville (1923). 

Luke Johnsos, end, Chicago Bears 
(1929-1936, 1938); co-head coach, Chi- 
cago Bears (1943-45). 

Malcolm Kennedy, Jr., executive direc- 
tor, NFL Players Association (1965- 
1971). 

Charles Mehelich, end, Pittsburgh 
(1946-1951). 

David Overstreet, running back, Miami 
(1983). 

John Shonk, end, Philadelphia (1941). 
Tony Teresa, running back, San Fran- 
cisco (1958); Oakland (1960). 

Andy Uram, halfback, Green Bay (1938- 
1943). 

Eric Washington, cornerback, St. Louis 
(1972-73). 

Del Williams, guard, New Orleans 
(1967-1973). 


Del Williams 
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COMEBACKS 1984 


Tony Franklin (New England) was acquir- 
ed from Philadelphia in the offseason after 
a disappointing year in 1983 in which he 
scored only 69 points, the fewest by any 
full-time kicker in the NFC. In 1984, Frank- 
lin had his best year as a pro, scoring 108 
points, making 22 of 28 field goals, and kick- 
ing 42 extra points without a miss. 

Steve Fuller (Chicago) started the season 
on the bench behind Bears quarterback 
Jim McMahon, expecting to see little more 
action than he had in 1983, when he didn't 
throw a pass for the Los Angeles Rams. 
When McMahon was injured, Fuller took 
over and led the Bears to the NFC Central 
title. He then threw two touchdown passes 
as the Bears upset the Redskins in an NFC 
Divisional Playoff Game. For the season, 
Fuller had a pass rating of 103.3, enough 
to lead the NFC had he thrown enough 
passes to qualify. 

Eddie Lee lvery (Green Bay) missed the 
last half of the 1983 season, but that didn't 
slow him down in 1984. lvery was second 
on the Packers in rushing with 552 yards 
and was second in the NFL with a 5.6-yard 
average. Ivery also scored seven touch- 
downs. 

Wilbert Montgomery (Philadelphia) be- 
gan the season as a question mark, after 
carrying the ball only 29 times in an injury- 
plagued 1983 season. But the Eagles’ all- 
time rushing leader had one of his best 
years overall. Montgomery led the Eagles 
with 789 rushing yards and also caught a 
personal-record 60 passes for 501 yards. 
Phil Simms (New York Giants) might have 
wondered what was going to happen to him 
in 1984, after missing all of 1982 and most 
of 1983 with injuries. The former first-round 
draft choice got off to a hot start, however, 


Simms led the Giants into the playoffs. 











Spagnola caught 65 passes in 1984. 


throwing for 409 yards and four touch- 
downs in the opener against the Eagles. 
For the season, Simms threw for 4,044 
yards and 22 touchdowns. He also helped 
lead the Giants to the playoffs for only the 
second time in two decades. 

John Spagnola (Philadelphia) was justcom- 
ing into his own as a tight end in 1982 when 
he started every game and caught 26 
passes. He spent the entire 1983 season 
on injured reserve, however, after undergo- 
ing surgery to remove a cervical disc he in- 
jured while lifting weights. In 1984, Spagno- 
la jumped back in where he left off. He fin- 
ished ninth in the NFC in receiving, catch- 
ing 65 passes for 701 yards. 

Tim Smith (Houston) didn't figure to have 
to make a comeback after catching 83 
passes in 1983. However, the Oilers’ new 
coaching staff didn't seem to believe in 
Smith, and he started the season on the 
bench. After two weeks, Smith earned his 
starting job back. He finished the season 
with 69 receptions for 1,141 yards. 

John Stallworth (Pittsburgh) was injured 
most of 1980 and came back to catch 63 
passes in 1981. Last year he repeated that 
comeback after missing much of 1983. 
Stallworth had his finest year in 1984, set- 
ting Steelers records with 80 receptions for 
1,395 yards. He also set career marks for 
receptions (387), yards (6,799), and touch- 
down receptions (55). In the Steelers’ loss 
to Miami in the AFG Championship Game, 
Stallworth set an NFL record for most ca- 
reer touchdown receptions in postseason 
games (12). 

James Wilder (Tampa Bay) missed the 
last five games of 1983 with two broken 
ribs, after getting off to the best start of his 
career. His best start, that is, until last year. 
In 1984, Wilder accounted for a combined 
2,229 yards rushing and receiving, the sec- 
ond-most in NFL history. He finished third 
in the league rushing, with 1,544 yards on 
an NFL record 407 carries. He also finished 
third in receiving, catching 85 passes for 
685 yards. 


Camaro IROC 228 
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Making an indelible mark on your Sipe 
memory banks Is the street version of 
the Camaro specially modified for the 
International Race of Champions 
racing series. Our new Camaro 

IROC 228. 

The cornering power of its 
Delco/Bilstein-shocked rear suspen- 
sion, special 16-inch aluminum 
wheels and Corvette-inspired uni- 
directional tires Is incredible. And 
available under the hood is the new 
Tuned-Port Fuel-Injected 5.0 Liter V8. 
The one our engineers test-tracked 
0 to 50 in 5.1 seconds. 

Make a date to drive a new 
International Race of Champions 
Camaro Z28. You'll leave a lot of 
shattered egos in your wake. And at 
your Chevrolet dealer's, financing or 
leasing your new IROC-Z Is as easy as 
saying GMAC. 


_ | Let's get it together... 
GM buckle up. 
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FIRST WEEK 
Sunday, September 8 (NBC-TV doubleheader} 
1. Denver at Los Angeles Rams............... 1:00 
2. Detroit at Atlania....... 2.2.6 eee ee 1:00 
3. Green Bay at New England................. 1:00 
4, Indianapolis at Pittsburgh .................. 1:00 
5. Kansas City at New Orleans ................ 12:00 
6. Miamiat Houston ................ 00... 42:00 
7. New York Jets at Los Angeles Raiders ....... 1:00 
8. Philadelphia at New York Giants............. 1:00 
9. St.Louis at Cleveland..............-2...00. 1:00 
10. San Diego at Buffalo.....................0. 4:00 
11. San Francisco at Minnesota................ 12:00 
12. Seattle at Cincinnati..............--..0008- 1:00 
13. Tampa Bay at Chicago..................... 12:00 
Monday, September 9 
14. Washington at Dallas ................ (ABC) 8:00 
SECOND WEEK 
Thursday, September 12 


15. Los Angeles Raiders at Kansas City....{ABC) 7:00 
Sunday, September 15 (CBS-TV doubleheader) 


16. Atlanta at San Francisco .............-..... 1:00 
17. Buffalo at New York Jets ...............004, 1:00 
18. Cincinnati at St. Louis..................408. 12:00 
19. Dallasat Detroit.......... ccc cece eee eens 1:00 
20. Houston atWashington.................... t:00 
21. Indianapolis at Miami..................04.. 4:00 
22. Los Angeles Rams at Philadelphia........... 1:00 
23. Minnesotaat Tampa Bay................... 4:00 
24. New England at Chicago.....°............. 12:00 
25. New Orleans at Denver .................... 2:00 
26. New York Giants at Green Bay.............. 3:00 
27. Seattle atSan Diego....................00, 1:00 
Monday, September 16 
28. Pittsburgh at Clevefand............... (ABC} 9:00 
THIRD WEEK 
Thursday, September 19 
29. Chicago at Minnesota................ {ABC) 7:00 
Sunday, September 22 (CBS-TV doubleheader) 
30. Cleveland at Dallas....................000. 12:00 
31. Denver atAtlanta ................. 2. cee 1:00 
32. Detroit at Indianapolis..............-....4.. 12:00 
33. Houston at Pittsburgh...................00. 1:00 
34. Kansas City at Miami ......... 0.0002... -0-. 4:00 
35. New England at Buffalo.................... 1:00 
36. New York Jets vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 3:00 
37. Philadelphia at Washington................. 1:00 
38. St. Louis at New York Giants................ 1:00 
39. San Diego at Cincinnati.................... 1:00 
40. San Francisco at Los Angeles Raiders ....... 1:00 
41. Tampa Bay at New Ofleans................. 12:00 
Monday, September 23 
42. Los Angeles Rams at Seattie.......... {ABC) 6:00 
FOURTH WEEK 
Sunday, September 29 (NBC-TV doubleheader} 
43. Atlanta atLos Angeles Rams............... 1:00 
44. Cleveland at San Diego..........--.....005 1:00 
45. DallasatHouston.................0.0 eens 12:00 
46. Green BayatSt.Louis..................... 12:00 
47. Indianapolis at New York Jets.......-....... 4:00 
48. Los Angeles Raiders at New Engiand........ 1:00 
49. Miamiat Denver .................0..2.0005 2:00 
50. Minnesota at Buffalo............02.0.00..60, 1:00 
51. New Orleans at San Francisco.............. 1:00 
52. New York Giants at Philadelphia............. 4:00 
53. Seattle at Kansas City ..................... 12:00 
54. Tampa Bay at Detroit...................... 1:00 
55. Washington at Chicago .................... 12:00 
Monday, September 30 
56. Cincinnati at Pittsburgh............... (ABC) 9:00 
FIFTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 6 (NBC-TV doubleheader) 
57. Buffalo at Indianapolis ..................... 12:00 
58. Chicago at Tampa Bay..................665 1:00 
59. Dallas at New York Giants ............ (ABC) 8:00 
60. Detroitat Green Bay................ 00200, 12:00 
61. HWHoustonat Denver ...............---..0055 2:00 
62. Kansas City at Los Angeles Raiders ......... 1:00 
63. Minnesotaat Los AngelesRams............ 1:00 
64. NewEngland at Cleveland ................. 1:00 
65. New York Jets at Cincinnati.......... Bega 4:00 
66. Philadelphia at New Orleans................ 12:00 
67. Pittsburgh at Miami...............-....00208 1:00 
68. San Diego at Seattle....................4., 1:00 
69. San Francisco atAtlanta..........-......., 1:00 
Monday, October 7 
70. St.Louis at Washington .............. {ABC) 9:00 
SIXTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 13 (CBS-TV doubleheader} 
71. Atlantaat Seattle.............0.........0.00, 1:00 
72. Buffalo atNew England.................... 1:00 
73. Chicago at San Francisco.................. 1:00 
74. Cleveland at Houston................2..5-5 12:00 
75, Denver at Indianapolis..................05. 12:00 
76. Detroitat Washington...................... 1:00 
77, Kansas City at San Diego .................. 1:00 
78. Los Angeles Rams at Tampa Bay ........... 1:00 
79. Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee ...... 12:00 
80. New Orleans at Los Angeles Raiders ........ 1:00 
81. New York Giants at Cincinnati............... 1:00 
82. Philadelphia at St.Louis ................... 12:00 
83. Pittsburgh at Dallas........................ 12:00 
Monday, October 14 
84. Miami at New York Jets............... (ABC) 9:00 
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SEVENTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 20 (NBC-TV doubleheader} 
85. Cincinnatiat Houston...................... 12:00 
86. Dallas at Philadelphia.....................0. 1:00 
87. Indianapolis at Buffalo .................04.. 1:00 
88. Los Angeles Raiders at Cleveland........... 1:00 
89. Los Angeles Rams at Kansas City.......:... 12:00 
90. New Orleans at Atlanta .............0..20., 1:00 
91. New York Jets at New England.............. 4:00 
92. St. Louis at Pittsburgh ..............-...0.. 1:00 
93. San Diego at Minnesota...................- 12:00 
94. SanFrancisco at Detroit ................6.. 1:00 
95. Seattle at Denver ....................0005- 2:00 
96. Tampa Bay atMiami.....................-- 4:00 
97. Washington at New York Giants............. 1:00 
Monday, October 21 

98. Green Bay at Chicago................ (ABC) 8:00 
EIGHTH WEEK 
Sunday, October 27 (CBS-TV doubleheader) 

99. Atlantaat Dallas ..................0...002. 12:00 
100. Buffalo at Philadelphia..................... 1:00 
101. Denver at Kansas City...... 0... cee eee. 12:00 
102. Green Bay atindianapolis.................. 1:00 
103. Houston at St. Louis.................002-4, 12:00 
104. Miamiat Detroit......................0.0.. 1:00 
105. Minnesota at Chicago...................... 12:00 
106. New England at Tampa Bay ................ 1:00 
107. New York Giants at New Orleans ............ 3:00 
108. Pittsburgh at Cincinnati .................... 4:00 
109. SanFrancisco atLos Angeles Rams......... 1:00 
110. Seattle at New York Jets .........-......... 1:00 
111. Washington at Cleveland................... 1:00 

Monday, October 28 
112. San Diego at Los Angeles Raiders ..... (ABC) 6:00 

NINTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 3 (NBC-TV doubleheader} 
113. Chicago at Green Bay ..................... 12:00 
114. Cincinnati at Buffalo.......... 0.0... eee 1:00 
115. Cleveland at Pittsburgh .................... 1:00 
116. Denverat San Diego .................,.4.. 1:00 
117. Detroitat Minnesota....................... 12:00 
118. Kansas City atHouston.................... 12:00 
119. Los Angeles Raiders at Seaitle.............. 1:00 
120. Miamiat New England..................... 1:00 
121. New Orleans atLos Angeles Rams.......... 1:00 
122. New York Jets at Indianapolis............... 4:00 
123. Philadelphia at San Francisco .............. 1:00 
124. Tampa Bay at New York Giants ............. 1:00 
125. Washington at Atlanta ..................-.. 1:00 

Monday, November 4 
126. Dallas at St.Louis ................... (ABC) 8:00 

TENTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 10 (CBS-TV doubleheader) 
127. Atlanta at Philadelphia..................... 1:00 
128. Cleveland at Cincinnati .................... 1:00 
129. Dallasat Washington...................... 4:00 
130. Detroitat Chicago................. 2c eee 12:00 
131. Green Bay at Minnesota ................... 12:00 
132. Houston.at Buffalo a: isc ccc c cee eae ce 1:00 
133. Indianapotis at New England................ 1:00 
134. Los Angeles Raiders at San Diego........... 1:00 
135. Los Angeles Rams at New York Giants....... 1:00 
136. New York Jets at Miami ..................-- 4:00 
137. Pittsburgh at Kansas City .................. 12:00 
138. St. Louis at Tampa Bay .................... 1:00 
139. Seattle at New Orleans .................... 12:00 

Monday, November 11 
140. San Francisco at Denver ............. (ABC) 7:00 

ELEVENTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 17 (NBC-TV doubleheader} 
141. Buffalo at Cleveland ................0..2045. 1:00 
142. Chicagoat Dallas .....................004. 12:00 
143. Cincinnati at Los Angeles Raiders........... 1:00 
144, Kansas City at San Francisco............... 1:00 
145. Los Angeles Rams atAtlanta............... 1:00 
146. Miami at indianapolis ....................0. 1:00 
147. Minnesota at Detroit...................0... 4:00 
148. New England at Seattle.................... 1:00 
149. New Orleans vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee .... 12:00 
150. Pittsburgh at Houston.....................- 12:00 
151. St. Louis at Philadelphia ................... 1:00 
152. San Diego at Denver ...... einen seas ante ve 2:00 
153. Tampa Bay at New York Jets................ 1:00 

Monday, November 18 
154. New York Giants at Washington ....... (ABC} 9:00 

TWELFTH WEEK 

Sunday, November 24 (CBS-TV doubleheader) 
155. Atlantaat Chicago.....................006. 12:00 
156. Cincinnati at Cleveland .................... 1:00 
157. Denver at Los Angeles Raiders ............. 1:00 
158. Detroitat Tampa Bay...................... 1:00 
159. Green Bay at Los Angeles Rams............ 1:00 
160. Indianapolis at Kansas City................. 3:00 
161. Miamiat Buffalo....................... eee 1:00 
162. New England at New York Jets.............. 1:00 
163. New Orleans at Minnesota ................. 12:00 
164. New York Giants at St. Louis................ 3:00 
165. Philadelphia at Dallas...................... 3:00 
166. San Diego at Houston ..................... 12:00 
167. Washington at Pittsburgh .................. 1:00 

Monday, November 25 
168. Seattle at San Francisco.............. {ABC} 6:00 





THIRTEENTH WEEK 
Thursday, November 28 (Thanksgiving Day) 


169. New York Jets at Detroit.............. {NBC} 12:30 
170; “St Louts at Dallas: 425.425 aeacgs one (CBS) 3:00 
Sunday, December tf (CBS-TV doubleheader} 
171. Buffaloat San Diego..................0008, 1:00 
172. Cleveland at New York Giants............... 1:00 
173. Denver at Pittsburgh................-..006. 1:00 
174. Houston at Cincinnati..............-..06005 1:00 
175. Kansas City at Seattle .................-0.. 1:00 
176. Los Angeles Raiders at Atlanta.............. 4:00 
177. Los Angeles Rams at New Orleans.......... 12:00 
178. Minnesota at Philadelphia.................. 1:00 
179. New England at Indianapolis...... ......... 1:00 
180. San Francisco at Washington............... 4:00 
181. Tampa Bay at Green Bay...........-......, 12:00 
Monday, December 2 
182. ChicagoatMiami.................... (ABC) 9:00 
FOURTEENTH WEEK 
Thursday, December 5 
183. Pittsburghat San Diego .............. (ABC} 5:00 
Sunday, December 8 (NBC-TV doubleheader) 
184. Atlanta at Kansas City .................065. 12:00 
185. Cleveland at Seattle..... Saat fee ee oa eae 1:00 
186. Dallas at Cincinnati....................406.. 1:00 
187. Detroit at New England .................... 1:00 
188. Indianapolis at Chicago.................... 12:00 
189. Los Angeles Raiders atDenver ............. 2:00 
190. Miami at Green Bay ...................006. 12:00 
191. New Orleans at St. Lovis................... 12:00 
192. New York Giants at Houston................ 3:00 
193. New York Jets at Buffalo ................4.. 1:00 
194. Tampa Bay at Minnesota................... 3:00 
195. Washington at Philadelphia................. 1:00 


Monday, December 9 
196. Los Angeles Rams at San Francisco ...{ABC} 6:00 


FIFTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, December 14 
197, Chicago at New York Jets............. (CBS) 12:30 
198. Kansas City atDenver............... (NBC} 2:00 
Sunday, December 15 (NBC-TV doubleheader) 
199. Buffalo at Pittsburgh....................45. 1:00 
200. Cincinnati at Washington................... 1:00 
201. Green Bay at Detroit................-...05. 1:00 
202. Houston atCleveland...........-.-..-..-6, 1:00 
203. tndianapolis at Tampa Bay ................. 1:00 
204. Minnesota at Atlanta.............-....-..0. 1:00 
205. New York Giants at Dallas.................. 12:00 
206. Philadelphiaat San Diego.................. 1:00 
207. St.Louis atLos Angeles Rams.............. 1:00 
208. San Francisco at New Orleans.............. 12:00 
209. Seattle at Los Angeles Raiders.............. 1:00 
Monday, December 16 
210. NewEngland atMiami ............... {ABC) 9:00 
SIXTEENTH WEEK 
Friday, December 20 
211. DenveratSeaitle.................... (ABC) 5:00 
Saturday, December 21 
212. Pittsburgh at New York Giants......... (NBC) 12:00 
213. Washington at St. Louis .............. (CBS} 3:00 
Sunday, December 22 (CBS-TV doubleheader} 
214. Atlanta at New Orleans .................... 12:00 
215... Buffalo at Mia: 5533.04 4esetain eee ghia 1:00 
216. Chicago at Detroit...............-.....006 1:00 
217. Cincinnati at New England ................. 1:00 
218. Cleveland at New York Jets................. 4:00 
219. Dallas atSan Francisco....... a Aa os Ve a te% 1:00 
220. Green Bay at Tampa Bay................... 1:00 
221. Houston atindianapolis.................... 4:00 
222. Philadelphia at Minnesota.................. 12:00 
223. San Diego at Kansas City .................. 12:00 
Monday, December 23 
224. L.A. Raiders atL.A.Rams............ {ABC) 6:00 
POSTSEASON 
Sunday, December 29.... AFC and NFC First Round Playoffs 
(NBC and CBS) 
Saturday, January 4........ AFC and NFC Divisional Playoffs 
(NBC and CBS) 
Sunday, January 5......... AFC and NFC Divisional Playoffs 
(NBC and CBS) 
Sunday, January 12........... AFC and NFC Championship 
Games (NBC and CBS) 
Sunday, January 26 ............. Super Bowl XX at Louisiana 
Superdome, New Orleans, Louisiana (NBC} 
Sunday, February 2......... a fetiatetdie anata AFC-NFC Pro Bowl 


Honolulu, Hawaii {ABC) 
MONDAY NIGHT GAMES AT AGLANCE 


September 9 Washington at Dallas ................ 8:00 
September 16 =‘ Pittsburgh at Cleveland............... 9:00 
September 23 Los Angeies Rams at Seattle.......... 6:00 
September 30 = Cincinnati at Pittsburgh............... 9:00 
October 7 St. Louis at Washington .............. 9:00 
October 14 Miami at New York Jets............... 9:00 
October 21 Green Bay at Chicago................ 8:00 
October 28 San Diego at Los Angeles Raiders..... 6:00 
November 4 Daltas at St. Louis ...........-....... 8:00 
November 11 SanFrancisco at Denver............. 7:00 
November 18 New York Giants at Washington ....... 9:00 
November 25 Seattle atSan Francisco ............. 6:00 
December 2 Chicago at Miami.................... 9:00 
December 9 L.A. Rams at San Francisco. .......... 6:00 
December 16 New England atMiami............... 9:00 
December 23 —L.A. RaidersatL.A.Rams............ 6:00 
All times local. 


CBS and NBC doubleheader games to be announced. 











Are you laying out good money today | 


for a video system that won't be 
good enough for tomorrow? 


Panasonic gives you a portable VHS” recorder 
with true Hi-Fi sound. An Auto Focus camera that 


records in extreme low light. Automatically. 
OTT ixelolel ew latelole) cw (el) Vile Mra Mmigeltime\ ie 


Introducing the Panasonic Hi-Fi video recorder PV-9600. 


And color/sound camera PK-958. So sophisticated they 
have everything you could want in a video system. 
eemes Co) al al-(o ahd p(-Wee-leal-1¢- Ma comm tar-Mille]aiayi7-l(e]aims ele)ar-|e)(= 
recorder. The camera focuses automatically. Even lets 
Nolen -lee)geh'-10(e |] ale tpue)imdatel-\\f oy-] au[=r-]ale Reldal-1aye]—.a[-] 


-moments. Without special lights. Touch a button fOr, 


stant repay. Right inthe camera, 








aight hours of Wo ona anole cassette. Even program it 
ol c-1a0) ge) up to eight TV shows. Over a two-week period 
while you're away. 

And whether you're recording a high-stepping pro 
ar-}iiey-(4 om @]antel0] amaall(o km ileyansc-) oman (olUM Ila) [ey an =] 0b 
ing them even more with jitter-free special effects. Like 
slow motion. Or stop motion. Thanks to Tech-4. Our 
four-head playback technology. 


VHS Hi-Fi. Sound that goes beyond stereo. 


Connect the video recorder to your stereo system. Play 
any prerecorded VHS Hi-Fi movie. Or musical perform- 


— _ ance. From classical to rock. You'll experience sound 
oS your conventional stereo alone could never give you. 
== 5 S05 


make sure your first video system is good 
to be your last. Panasonic. The video system 
nd here Romorrowe. so: 


SSeS 


Panasonic. 


just slightly ahead of our time. : 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined Cer ae 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. gee 
Ree gah 
ee as i? 














